ry 


The minde of the Frontſpiece. 


Reader behinde this ſilken Frontſpiece lyes 
The Argument of our Booke, Which, to your eyes 
Our Muſe(for ſerious cauſes and beſt knowne 
Vnto her ſelfe)commandsſhould be vnfhowne. 
And therefore, to. that end,he hath thought fit 


To draw this Curtainet wixt your eye andit. 
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ho THE RIGHT HONOR ABLE 


fexxy LORD Ricm OF KEN. 


INGTON, EARLE OF HOL- 


AND, CAPTAINE OF HIS 


is GVARD, AND GENTLE- 


YAN. OF THE BED-CHAMBER, 


(CHANCELLOR. OF THE. V NI- 
[ERSITIE OF 
INIGHT OF THE MOST NO- 


[LE ORDER OF THE GazrTzs, 


ONE OF HIS- MAIESTIES 
MOST HONORABLE 
PRIVIE CO YVNSEL: 


IND. GREAT EXAMPLE OF 


TRVE HONOVR AND 
CHIVALRY: 


FR 4: QV ARLES 


PRESENTS AND DEDICATES 
| HIS ARGALYS AND- 
PARTHENLY/ 


CAMBrIDOE, 


 -  Tothe Reader, 


Reader - | ; 
Preſent thee here with a hiſtory of Argalus and 

| porteniace fruits of broken houres: It was a Sz. 
ens taken out of the Orchard of Sir Philip Syaney, 
ofpretious memory,which I haue lately grafted vp. 
ona Crab-ſtocke,in mine own:It hath brought forth 
many leaues, and promiſes pleaſing fruit, if maleuo- 
ent eyes blaſt it not inthe bud. This Booke differs 
from my former, as a Courtier from a Churchmay : 
But if any thinke it vnfit,for one to play both parts,T 
haue preſidents for it : And ler ſuch know, that I have 
taken but one play-day 1n {ixe : Howeuer, [ſhould 
deſhrew that hand that binds them all together to 
make one Yolume. In this Diſcourſe, I haue not at- 
| keed to ſet thy vnderſtanding on the Rack, by the 
{ tyranny of froze lines, which (as they fabulouſly re- 
JF portof China dithes)are made for the third Gepera- 
tion to make vie of, & are the meerc itch of wit; va- 
der the colour of which, many haue ventured (truſt- 
ng to the Oedrpeancoceit of their ingenious Reader) 
to write 20z-ſenſe, & tellaniouſly father the created 
expoſitions of other men.not vnlike ſomepainters, 
. who firſt make the picture, then, from the opinion 
ofbetter indgements,conclude,whomit reſembles. 
Theſelines are ſtrong enough for my purpoſe; It not 
| torthine, yer read rhe, 8 your vnderſtaudings may 
| demagnified by their weakenes.Reader,thou ſhalt, 
| !ithe progreſſe of this Story, meetwitha ſeeming 
| Sobciſme;which is this; Demazoraes his fo fouleadeed, 
= - | A; perpetia- 


4 *, 
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24.0 EC, 
: \ At Y 
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perpetrated vpon the faire Parthenia,is fullyexpreſ}, 
and yet, the reuenge thereof patt ouer in filence, 
wherein (as I conceiue) I haue not dealt vniuſtly, 
When Prometheus ſtole fire ftroinheauen to animate 
and quicken his artificiall bodies, the ſcuerer Gods 
(for puniſhment of ſo higha Sacrledze, ſtrucke him 
not dead witha ſudden T hater bolt but(tobe more 
deeply auenged)let him liue, to be tormented with 
F«lters, continually gnawing on his L:#0r.The ſame 
kind of torture had Fxion : {Oo had S:ſyphus : ſo had 
Tartalus : Did then Demagoras fault equall (ifnot 
exceed) theirs, & ſhou!d his puniſhment bee lefſe> 
Had my pen delivered him dead into your hands, 
what could ye hauehad more? His accurſed memo. 
ry had ſoonerotted with his baſer name, andthere 
had beenean end of him: In which reſpec, I haue 
ſuffered him to line,that he might it5d like a 7ack-4- 
Lent, or a Shroxing Cocke for euery one to ſpenda 
Cudgell at,to the worlds end. Ladzes(tor in yourfil- 
ken laps Iknow this booke will chooſe to lve,which 
being farre ferched.if the S2ationer be wiſe, will bee 
moſt fit for you) my ſuit is, that you would be plea- 


ſed togiue the faire Parthexia yournoble entertaln- = 
ment: She hathcroſt the Seas for your acquaintace, 
and is come to liue & dye with you;to whoſe gentle. 


hands I gecommend her,and kifſe them. 
FR: Qv: G 


Dublin thu 4. of” 
March. 1628. 
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The firſt Booke. 


On ens... 


—_ "nts — —_ I _—_—_— 
— ———_—_ 


V Ithin the limits ofth'Arcadian land, 
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_— 


_ 
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Whoſe gratefull bounty hath incicht the 


Ofmanya Shepherd ſwaine, whoſe rurall Art 
- (Vntaught to gloze,or with a double heart 

Toyow diſſembled loue)did build ro Faine 

Eternall Trophies of a paſtorallname; 

That {weet Arcadia;which, in antique dayes, 

Was wont to warble out her welktun'd layes 
 Toall the world; and,with her oaten Reede, 


(hand 


Did {ing ker lone whilſt her proud flocks did feed; 


I 4cadia,whoſe deſerts did claime to be 
As great a ſharer in the Daphrean tree, 
As his, whoſe louder Aread proudly tings 
Heroick conqueſts of victorious Kings; 
There (if th'exuberance of a word may ſwell 
vhigh,that Argels maybe faid,to dwell) 
| There dwelt that Yirg#z,that Arcadian glory, 
| Whoſe rare compoſure did abſtract the ſtory 
| Oftrue perfe&tion,modellizing forth 
' | Thehejght ofbeauty,and admired worth; 
''Þ Her name Parthenia,whoſe vnnam'd deicent 
! | Canſerne but as a needleſſe complement 
 Togild perfe&ion : She ſhall boa{,alone, 
What bounteous Art, & Nature makes her © 
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perpetrated vpon the faire Partheria,is fullyexpreſ, 
and yer, the reuenge thereof paſt ouer in' fileng 
where (as I conceine) I haue not dealt vniu 
When Prometheus ſtole fire from heaucnsot 
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perpetrated vpon the faire Parthera,is fully expreſ}, | 
and yer, the reuenge thereof pair ouer 1n filence, 
wherein (as I conceiue) 1 haue not dealt vniuſily, 
When Prometheus ſtole fire fromheauento animate 
and quicken his artificiall bodies, the ſcuerer Gods 


(for puniſhment of ſo higha Sacr:ledge, ftrucke hin 


not dead witha ſudden Thwnader bolt but(tobe more 
deeply auenged)let him liue, to be tormented with 
F'«lters, continually gnawing on his Zz74or.The fame 
kind of torture had Fxien: fo had S:ſyphas : ſo had 
Tartalus : Did then Demazoras tault equall (ifnot 
exceed) theirs, & ſhou'd his puniſhment bee leſſe? 
Had my pen delivered him dead into your hands, 
what could ye haue had more? His accurſed memo- 
ry had ſoonerotted with his baſer name, and there 
had becnean end of him: In which reſpec, I haue 
ſuffered him to line,that he might it5d like a Tack. 
Lent, or a Shroxing Cocke for euery one to ſpenda 
Cudgell at,to the worlds end. Laazes(for in yourfil- 
ken laps Iknow this booke will chooſe to lve,which 
being farre ferched.if the S:atroner be wiſe, will bee 
moſt fit for you) my ſuit is, that you would be plea- 
ſed togiue the faire Parthenia yournoble entertaln- 
ment: She hathcroſt the Seas for your acquaintace, 
and is come toliue & dye with youzto whoſe gentle. 
hands I gecommend her and kiſfe them. 
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Dublin this 4. of : 
March. 1628. : 
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The firſt Booke. 
\ Ichin the limits ofth'Arcadian land, 
Whoſe gratefull bounty hath incicht the 
Ofmany a Shepherd ſwaine,whoſe rurall Art (hand 
(Vntaught to gloze,or with a double heart 
| Tovow diſſembled loue)did build ro Faine 
Eternall Trophies of a paſtorallname; 
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That ſweet .Arcadia;which, inantique dayes, | | 
Was wont to warble out her well-tun'd layes - Wat 
Toall the world; and,with her oaten Reede, WAN 
Did fing ker loue whilſt her proud flocks did feed; WIEN! 
 drcadia,whoſe deſerts did claime to be 414 
Asgreat a ſharer in the Daephrean iree, Wy ll 
' As his, whoſe louder Azead proudly lings We! 
fleroick conqueſts of victorious Kings, — WY 
\ | There (ifth'exuberance of a word may ſwell | WH 
- | Shigh,that Azgels maybe faid,ro dwell) | WA 
| There dwelt that Yirgi»,that Arcadian glory, (11401 
' Whoſe rare compoſure did abſtraQ the ſtory __ WI | 
| Oftrugperfe&tion,modellizing forth | | {lj | 
' | The height ofbeauty,and admired worth; WIl 
— | fHername Parthenia,whoſe vnnam'd deſcent | Hl 
| Þ| Canſerne but asa needlefſe complement Wii 
Þ Togild perfe&ion : She ſhall boalt, alone, ) Ant! 
| hat bountcous Art, & Nature makes her Owne. | IW\11N 
DTT To ns Ce PEROT" : Her | 2 1 | j 
J i lt 


Argalus and Parthenia.  Bookl, 


Cans. un 


Her Mother was a Lady,whom deepe age 
More fill'd-with honour, then diſeaſes, ſage, 
—_ A modeſt Matron, ftri&,.reſeru'd,anftere, 

S$paring in-ſpeech, but liberall of hereare, 


Fierce to her foes,and violent where ſhe likes, My 
Wedded to what her owne opinton ſtrikes; The 
Frequent inalmes, and charitabledeeds. : 
Of mighty ſpirit, conſtant to her beads, ha 
Wiſely ſuſpitious, but what need we other f Ant 
Then this ſhe was-the rare Parthenia's Mother,, Jn 
Thar rare Parthenia, in whole heauenly eye She 
_ Sits naaiden-mildneſſe; mixt with Maielty, . Biet 
Whoſe ſecret power hath a double skill, Wie 
By frownes or ſmiles, to makealine, orkill, The 


' Her cheekes are like two bancks of faireſt lowers, I It 
Inricht with ſweetneſſe fromthe twilight ſhowers, IJ ud 


Whereon thoſe iarres-which were ſo often bred, Fall 
Compoſed were, betwixt the white and red: J it 

Her haire raught downe beneath her yuory knees, Þ vt 

'As if that Nature, to ſo rare a piece 1 
| - Had meant a ſhadow, labouring to ſhow Ur 


And boaſt the vtmoſ;, that her hand could doe: . | Att 
Like ſmalleſt flaxe appear'd her Nymph-like haire, Þ Wc 


But only flaxe was not fo ſmall, fo faire : Met 
Her lips. like Rubies, and you'd thinke within, Not 
In ftead of teeth, that orient Pearles-had bin: (Ui 
The whutenefle of her dainty neck youknow, -+ ” 
n 


If euer you beheld the new-falne Snow: 
Her Swan-like brefts were like two little Spheres, Mu 


 Wherein, each azure line inview appeares, V 
Which, were they obuious bur to cuery eyc, - 
| re 


All liberall Arts would turne 4ſtronemic; 
Herſlender waiſt, her lilly hands, her armes 
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[dare not ſer to view,becauſeallcharmes | - 1H 
xbidden are: My baſhfull Muſe deſcends It 
Nolower {teppe : Here her Commiſion ends, MIN} 
- J\ndby another vertue doth enioyne 0 

\ſy pen tO treate perte&tion,more diuine : | Jil 
ſhechaſt Diana, and her Virgin-crew 

Was bur a Type of one that ſhould enſue 

hafter ages, which we findeexpreſt, 

And here fulfi1l'd in chaſts Parthenia's breſt : 
{ſe vertue wasthe obie& of her will; 

ſhe could no 111, becauſe ſhe knew no ll. 

fer thoughts were noble,and her words not lauiſh, | 
{etfree, but wiſely watgh'd; more apt to rauiſh, 

ſhento entice,lefle beautift'd with art, 

Then naturall ſweerneſle : In her gentle heart 

dgement tranſcended : from her milder breſt 

fon was not exiled, but repreſt : 

| fer voyce excell'd, nay, had you heard her voyce 

$ lit warble forth,you might have had the choyce, . 

{ lotake her for ſome ſmoorh-tac'd Cherubin, 

Vrelfe ſome glorious Angel,that had bin 
Atrebble ſharer in th'erernall ioyes, 
uch was her voyce,ſuch was her heauenly voyce: 
Merry,yet modeſt; witty,and yet wiſe, 
Not apt to toy, and yet not too too nice; - 
(uick,but not raſh; Courteous,8& yet not common; 
| Not too familiar,and yet ſeorning no man ;— 1108 
hbriefe, who would relate her prayſes well, : 111 LION 
Muſt firſt bethinke himſelfe, what is r' excell. | _—_ | | 
When theſe perfe&ions had enhaunc'd the name Wl | 
Ofrare Parthenia, nimble winged Fame "IFN WL1080 
Grew great with honour, ſpreads her haſty wings, YEH 
Aduanc'd her Trumper,and away ſhe ſprings, rs 
BIS. | ; E 
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And with her tull-mouth'd blaſt ſhe doth proclaims 
Thi'vnmated glory of Partheriaes name ; | 
Who now out faire Parthenia ? what report 

Can findadmittance 1ntl! Arcadian Court 

Bur faire Fart5eztars ? Every folemne featt 

Muſt now be {weerned, honourd and poſſes 
With high diſcourſes of Parihentaes glory, 

And every mouth muſt Sreathe Parrheniaes ſtory, 
The Poet furmmons now his amorous quill, 

And ({cornes afitance from the facred #7 . 

The ſweet-lipt 0ratour takes 18 hand to raifc 
Hisprouder ftile,to ſpeake Partheriac; praiſe, 
The curious Painter wilcly doth diſplace 

Faire Yenus, lets\Parthenta in her place, 

The Pleader burnes his bookes, diidaines the Law, 
And fails.in loue with whomhis eyes ncer faw. 
Healths to the faire Parthenia flye about 

Atcuery bord; whilſt others, more denour, 
Build Idols-to her, and adore the ſame; 

And Parratslearne toprate Partheniaes name: 
Sometruſt ro fame, ſome ſecretly diſpriſe 

Her worth; ſome emulates,and ſome enuies;. 
Some doubr, ſome feare leſt laviſh famebelic ner, 
And all thatdare beiecue report, admire, 

Vpon the borders of the Arcadian Land 

Dwelt a Laconiaz Lord, Ofproud command, 
Lord of much people, yourhinll, and of fame, 
More great then good; Demegzoras. his name, 
Offtacure tall,his body ſpare,and meager, 
Thicke ſhoulderd, hollow cheek'd,8 viſage cage! 


His gaſhfull countenance ſwarthy, long and than, 


And downeeach fide of his reuerted chinne 
A.lock of black neglected haire (befriended; 


Witlt 
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With warts too vgly ro be ſeenc)deſcended; 


His rowling eyes were deeply ſuncke,and hiew'd 
Like fire, Tis faid,they blitterd where they view'd. 


Vpon his ſhoulders, from his fruitfull crowne, 
| Arugged crop of Elfelocks dangled downe : 
Hishide all hairy, garith his attire, 

And his complex1ton meerely Earth and Fire; 
Peruerſe to all;extenuating what 
Another did, becauſe he did it not : 
Maligning all mens aRions bur his owne, 
Not loning any, and belou'd of none : 
kenengefull,couious, deſperately ſtout, 
And in'a word, to paint him fully out, 
That had the cM onopolzeto fulfill = 
All vice; the/17eroglyphick of all ill. 
He view'd Parthenzaes face : As from aboue 
fireballs of lightning hurld by angry Teve 
Confound the vnarmi'd beholder at a blow, 
And leaue him ruin'd inthe place : Even fo 
The peerleſſe beauty of P artheniaes Eyes, 
Atthe firſt ſight did conquer and ſurpriſe 
lhe ſlauiſh thoughts ofthis amazed Jouer, 
Who voyd of firength to hide,or to diſcouer 
Ihetyrannous ſcorching of his ſecret fires; 
”ompred by paſſion,with himſelfe confpires. 

ccurs'd Demagoras ! Into what a feuer 
Hath one leoke flrucke thy ſoule ? O nener, newer 
Toberecur'd : If Thad done amijſe, 
Hah heauen no eaſier plagues in ſtare but this f 
Promethius parnes are n0t ſo ſharpe as theſe, 
Our frames yet labour d both of one a:ſeafe; 
Our faults are equall, Both ſtole fire from heautn; 
Our faults alike; why are our plagues vnewen ? 
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Be inſt, O make not ſuch vnequall ods 

Of equall ſinnes - Be iuſt,or elſe no Gods : - 
Why ſend you downe ſuch Angels to the earth, 

To mocke poore mortalls ? or of mortall birth 

If ſuch a heauenlike Paragon may be, 

Why doe ye not wornd her as well as me. 

But why doe 1 implore your aydes inwvaine, 

That are the higheſt Agents in my paine * 

Poore wretch ! What hope of help ca: ye aſſure me, 
Whez onely ſhe,t hat mage the wound can cure me e 
Dinuine Parthenia; earths unualued Tewell, 

Would thou had5t beene leſſe glorious or leſſe cruell, 
When firſt thine eyes did to theſe eyes appeare, 

Tread the h:ſtory of my ruinethere, 

Ay neceſſary ruine : Heauen, nor Hell 

Can ſalue myſores, by helpe of Prayer, or ſpell. 
God's are uniuſft; and if, with charmes,T haunt her, 
Her eyes are countercharmes,to enchant thinchanter : 
Why ave 1 thus exulcerate my diſeaſe ? 

By adding torments,hope I to findeaſe? 

Ts not her cruelty enough, alone, 

But muſt I brine freſh torment s of my owne ? 
Cheare vp.Demagoras : Tis a wiſe mans part 
Not to loſe all, if his wnprattis 'd art 

Serues net to gaine : A Gameiter may not chooſe 
His chance : 1t is ſome conqueſt not to looſe : 
Looke tothy ſclfe - Let no 1miurious blaſt 

Of cold deſpaire chillthy greene wounds too faſt 
For time 10 cure : O, hope for #o remiſſion 

Of paine, till Cupid ſend thee a Phyiition. 
She is a woman, If awoman, then 

My title's good; Woman were made for men : 
She ts a womanthoneh her heauenly brow 
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rite Angell,and maytoope,although not now, ; 
momen, by lookes, will not be underſtood, 
mill their hearts aduiſe with fleſh and blogd. 
the 5 4 woman; There's no reaſon why, 
ut ſhe (perchance )may burne as well as 1, 
yore then, Demagoras, let Parthenia know 
ſth frength of her owne beauty in thy woe - 
ure not, what thou adoreFt, beginto moue, 
lriccroſſe fore-runs the Alphabet of loue ; 
ſs halfe perfected, what i oncebegun, . 
the is 4 woman, and ſhe muſt be woune. 


—— 
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| Like as a Swaine, whoſe hands haue made a vow 
ind ſmworne allegeance to the peacetull plough, 
reſtout for ſeruice in the-Martiall campe, - 

\tfrſt (vnentred)finds aliuelefle dampe 

I kleagring euery ioynt; as often {wounds 

ere he viewes his word, or thinks of wounds; 
\tlength(nor finding any meanes for flying, _ 
wwitcht and ſpurd on with deſp'rate feare of dying) 
tle hewes, he hackes,and in the mid(t he goes, 

and freſhly deales about his -frantick blowes; 

wen ſo Demagoras, whoſe vnbred faſhion = 

tad never yet ſubſcrib'dto loues ſweet paſſon : 
king call'd a Combatant to Cupids field, 
[rembles,and ſecretly reſolues to yeeld 

he day without a parly, till a length, 

flercely tranſported by th'vntutor'd ſtrength. 


Ofhis Owne paſſion ; hehimſelfe aſſures Wn | . 


Thardeſp'rate torments muſt hauedefp'rate cures; 
[ ind thus to the diuine Partheniaes cares 

Applies his peech, devoid of doubts and feares. 
Fairesb of creatures, If my uder tongue, 


Toright thy ſelfe, ſhould doe your patience wrong : 
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And lawlefſe paſſion make it too too free, 

O blame your heavenly beantie,and net me_. 

It was thoſe eyes, thoſe precious eyes that firſ? 
Enforc d my tongue to ſpeake, or heart to burſt. 
From thoſe deare eyes I firſt recein'd that wound, 
Which ſeekes for cure, and cannot be made ſound, 
But by the hand that ſiyucke; To you alone, 

1 [ne for helpe, that elſe muſt hope for none : 

T hen crowne my ioyes, thou Antidote of deſpaire, 
And be as mercifull,zs thou a ane FAT wn 
Nature ,(the bounty of whoſe l,berall hand 

Made thee the rewell of the Arcadian land) 
Intended in ſo rare a prize, to boaſt 

Her mafter peece : Hid lewells are hut loft. - 
Shine then, and rob not nature of her due, 

But honour her, as ſhe hath honour dyou, 

Let not the beſt of all her workes lye dead 

In the nice Casket of a M deduct : 

What fhe world haue reueal d,0 dee not ſmother, 
Th art madt in vaine, wnleſſe thou make another : 


 Gine methy heart and for that gift of thine, 


Leſt thou ſhouldfs want 4 heart ,lle gine thee mine, 
CAs richly fraught with loue, and laſting duty, 

As thou, with wertue,or thine eyes with beauty. 
Why doſt thou frowne ? why does that heauenly brow 
Not made for wrinkles, ſhow a wrinkle now ? 


Send forth thy brighter ſun-ſhine,and the while, 
O lend me but the twilight of a ſmile : 


Gine me one amorous glance : why ſlandft thou mutt * 
D:ſcloſe thoſe ruby lips, and grant my ſuitc 

Speake (lone) or if thy doubtfull minde be bent 
Toſilence, let that ſilence be conſent : 


Nor begge I lone of almes, although in part : » 
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jy words may ſeeme $'implead my owne ateſert 
Mſdeine we not, although my thoughts deſcend 
row themſelnes, r exivy ſo faire a friend : 
that haue oft, with teares bin ſought to, ſac,” 
Ind Queenes haue bin his ſeruants, that ſeruts'yow. 
The beauties of all Greece haue bin afrife 
Nwinne the name of great Demagoras wife, 
ubin deſpis a, not worthy to obtaine 
vhigh an honour, What they ſought (in vaine) 


Ulkre preſent thee with, a5 thine owne due, 


theing 418 — for none bt you: 
huuke then (my loue,) and let thy lips make knowne, 
Tht I am either thine, or not mine owne : © 

Have you beheld when freſh Auroras eye 

nds forth her early beames,and by and by - 
Withdrawes the glory of her face,and ſhrowds 
fer cheekes behind a ruddy maske of clouds 
Which, whe belecue in Erra Pater, ſay - 

teages winde, and bluſtry Rormesthart day, 


Jichwere Partheniaes lookes; in whoſe faire face 


be and Ziljes, late had equall place, 

lt now,twixt mayden baihfulneſſe and ſpleene, 
lſe appear'd and Z:/7es were not fecne : 

te paus'd a while, till at the laſt ſhe breakes 
&rlong kept angry filence,thus; and ſpeakes, 


My Lord, . 
udjour trong Oratory but the Art, 
lamake me conſcious of ſs. great deſert, 
410u perſwade, I ſhould be bound in duty 
praiſe your Rher'ricke 4s you prize my beauty: 
Irif the frailty of my indeemenrt could 
ater my thoughts ſo oroſly, a5 to hold 
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Your words for currant, you might boldly dare 
Count me as fooliſh, as you terme me faire. 
If you wye Courtſhip, fortune knowes that 1 
Hane not ſo flroug a-Game, toſee the vye 
Alas, my Skill durit nener undertake 
Toplay the game, where hearts be ſet at flake 
Needs muſt the loſſe be great, when ſuch haue bin 
Seldome obſery'd to ſaue themſelues that win:- 
T ou craue my heart; My Lora,you crauewithall, 
T0 great a miſchiefe; My poore heart's too ſmall 
To fill the concaue of ſo great a breſt, 
Whoſe thoughts can ſcorne the amorous requeſt 
Of lone-ſicke Qnenes, and canrequite the vaine, 
And fattious ſuits of Ladies with diſdaine - 
__ not ſo low beneath your ſelfe (great Lora) 
To loue Parthenia : Shall ſo peore a ward 
Staine yonr faire lips ? whoſe merits doe proclaime 
A more tranſcendent fortune, then that name 
Can gaine : Call downe loues winged Purſuinant, 
And zine his tongue the power to enchant 
Some eaſie Goddeſſe, in your name, and treat . 

| A mariaze fitting ſo ſublime, ſo great 

A mind as yours, and fill the fruitfull earth 
With Heroes, ſprong from ſo dinine abirth - 
Partheniaes heart could nencr yet aſpire 
So high : Her homebred thoughts dyrſt ne re deſire 
So fond an honour, matcht with ſo great pride, 
To hope for that, which Queenes haue beene deny a, 
Be wiſe, my Lord; wvonchſafe not to repeat 
S' onfit a ſuit; Be wiſe as you are great : 
Aduance your noble thoughts : haFard no more 
To wrack your fortunes 018 fo fleet a ſhore, 
T hat ,to the wiſer world,it may be knowne 
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Like as a guilty priſner, vpon whom 
(fended Iuitice lately paſt her doome, 


tands trembling by, and hapeleſſe to prevaile, 


kulesnot for mercy,butto the loath'd Tazle 


Iragges his ſad yrons, -and from thence commends 


{haſty ſuite tb his ſele&ed friends, 
ſhat by the vertue ofa _ Reprive 
ſhe wretch might haue {ome few dates more to 


ven ſo Demageras,whoſe rewounded heart (live. 


Hd newly felt the vnexpeCted ſmart 
ind ſecret burthen ofa deſp'rate doome, 


leplies not, takes no leaue, but quits the roome, . 
J ind, in his diſcentented mind, reuolues 
ſn thouſand thoaghts; 2nd at the laſt reſolues 

What courſe to runne, relying onno other, 


ut the aſſiſtance of Partheniaes mother. 
orthwich his fierce miſguided paſhon droue 


lis wandring ſteps tothe next neighboring groue. 


a keene Steeletto in his trembling hand 
erudely grip'd, vpon his lips did ſtand. 


Amilke white froth; his eyes like flames, ſometumes 


_— — 


& curſes heauen;hiraſelie,and then,the times 
lailes at the proud Parrhenia, raues;deſpaires; 


ind from his head rends off his tangled hayres, 
Lurſes the wombe that bare hin;bans the Fares; 


And drunke, with ſpleene,he thus deliberates. 

Why dyeft thou net, Demagoras,when as death 
Linds thee a weapon ? Can the whining breath 
iſ diſcontent aud paſſion ſend reliefe | 
othy dilrattion, or aſſwage thy griefe?— 
hy mou ft thou not the Gods ? Or rather why 


0 # vet conterme, «nd ſcorne their power, and aye ? 
Ee C _—_. 
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But ſtay ! Of whom doſt thou complaine * A womay, 
Ts whom (fond man) doit thou complaine ? A womgy. 
And ſhall a womans frownes haue power to grieue thee | 
Or ſhall a womans wanton ſmile relieue thee ? 
Fye, fie Demagoras, ſhall a womans eye 
Prenazle, to make the flout Demagoras aje, 
And leaue to after-times an entred name 
Ith Callender of fooles ? Rouze wp for ſhame 
T hy waſted ſpirits : whet thy ſpleen and liue 
Toberereng'd : She,(he that wonld mot g'ue 
Admittance tothy proferd lone muſt driyke 
T he potion of thy hate : ftirre then the ſinke 
Of all thy paſjen, where thou canſt not game 
By faire language, Tarquin-like conſlrazne. 
But hald thy hand, Demagoras, and aduiſc.. 
. Art gines aduantaze oft, where force denyes; 
Suſpend thy fury - Make Partheniaes mother 
Thy meancs : One Adamant will cut another : 
Sweeten thy lips with amorous Oratoricy 
Aﬀed her tender heart, with the ſad flory 
Of thy deare loue ; Extoll Partheniaes beauty;- 
But moſt of all, uree that deſerned auty 
_ Thou ow'ſt her vertue,and make that the-ground 
® of thy firſt -loue, that gaue thy heart the wound - 
Mingle thy words with fighes, andit is meet, 
If thou canſt;force a teaxe, to let ber ſee't- + 
Againſithy will : Let thy falſe tongue forbeare 
No vowes, and though thin beeſt forſworne,yet ſweare - 
If ere thy barren lips ſhall chanceto pauſe, 
For want of words, Parthenia i the cauſe, 
Who hath benumm'd thy heart, If ere they goe 
Beyond their liſts, Parthenia maae them ſo, 
 Withall, be (are whenere thou ſhalt adyance. 
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ſhe denghters vertues tet the glory glance 


. $ 
ſ1heare too much of vertue, if they ſhare not. 


I hen thus thou haſt prepar'd her melting care 


74 ſoft attention; cloſely, in the reare 
of thy diſcour ſe, preferre thy ſad petition, 
That ſhe would pleaſe to fauour the condition 


(f diſtreſſed lower, and afford 


I thy behalfe, a mothers timely word, 


ſ1 ſhalt rhou wreck thy vengeance by awilde, 
Und make the mother bawd to her owne childe. 

He pauſed nor; but like a raſh protector 
(Whoſe franticke paſſion was ſupreme direQor) 
Fixt his firſt thoughts, impatient of the ſecond 


| Which might binbettered by aduiſe, and reckon'd 
Jill time but loſt, which he beſtowed not 


(nth'execution of his hopetfull plot. 
forthwith his nimble paces he diuided 
lowards the Summer Pallace,where reſided 
lhe faire Partheniaes mother, boldly enters 
Adafter mutuall complement,aduenters 


| lobreake the yce ofhis diſſembled griefe, 


Thus he complaines, and thus he. begs reliefe. 
Madam, 

The hopefullthrining of my ſuit depends 

ſn your goodneſſe, and it recommends 

ſelfe vnto your favenr, from whoſe hand 

|| myſt hane ſentence, or to fall, or ſtand, 

rice three times hath the Soneraigne of the night, 
lard her empty hornes with borrowed light, 
ncertheſe ſad eyes, theſe beauty blaftedeyes 

Mere ftricken by a light that did ariſe 
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Hath peirc'd my foule,wnd wounded my youre heave, | |y 
It is the faire Parthenia, whoſe Amine rene” 
And glorious verine ted theſe eyes of mine 
To their owne ruin; Like 4 wanton fo. 
1 dallied with the flannes of her bright eqe, 
TillI haue burn'd my wings\: O, if to lone 
Be held a ſunt the gwilty gods aboue 
(Being fellow-ſinners with vs, and commits 
The ſelfe ſame crimes Way 'cas'ly pardonit. 
O thrice divine Pattheriia, that haſt oot 
A ſacred -priuriedge which the oods hane wot, 
Tf thou haſt doom d that T ſhall be bereanen 
of my toathd life, yet let we dye forginen : 
And welcome death, that with one happy blow 
Graes me more eaſe, then life could ener dee. 
— Madam, towhom ſhould my ſad words appeale 
But you ? Alas, to whom: ſhould I reueale 
My dying thoughts, but wnto you, that gaue 
Being to her, that hath the power to ſane 
AMy waſted life ? The languaze of a mother 
Moues more then teares, that trickle from another. 
With that-a well diſſemtbled drop aid ſlide 
From his falſe eyes. The Lady thus replyde. 
My Honorable Lord, 
If my untimely anſwer hath prenented 
Some further words your paſſion would haue vented, 
Pardon my haſte which, ina 'ruder faſhion 
Souzht onely to dinide you , from your paſſion :- 
The loue you beare Parthenia wwnff claime 
The priuiledge of mine eare, andin her name, 
(Though from un abſent mind as yet onknowne) 
Returne I thankes, with intreſt of my owre. 
The little indgement, that the gods hane lent 
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Yer downy yeares (though in aſmallextent ) 

Dots challenge the whole freedome of her choyce, 

Iathereſconement of a Mothers woice- 

The prightly fancies of awvirgins mind 

| Enter themſelues, and hate to be confinde; 

The hidden Embers of a lowers fire | 

Deſire no bellowes, but their owne deſire, 

{ud like to Dedalus his forge, if blowne 

Burnes d;7me and dyes; blazes, if let alone; 

Layers affect, without aduiſement , that 

Which being moſt perſwadedto they hate. 

My Lord, Ad;ourne your paſſion, and refer 

The fortane of your ſuite to time, and her, . 

Like to a Pinace i 4 louers mind, 

The Saile his fancy is; a ftorme of winde, 

Iu vncontrouled paſſion, the Stear's 

Mi reaſon; Rocks and Sands, are doubts axd feares, 

tour forme being great like a wiſe Pilot, beare 

But Little Saile, and ſtoutly ply the Steare. 

Lune then the violence of your thouchts tome, 

My Lord, too haſty Gameſters overſee. 

be, moue Parthenia ,anudlet luno's blefing 

tend your hopeful ſuite,in the ſuppreſſing 

Loves common euills: and if her warme deſire 

ow but a ſparke, leaue me to blow the fire. 

(te, loſe no time : Louers muſt be laborious, : 

My Lord goe proſperous ,and returne vieuorious. 
With that Demagoras (proſtrate on the ground, 

| As ifhis eares had heard that bleſſed ſound, 

Wherewith rhe Delphian oracle acquires 

The accepted ſacrifice) performes the rites 

OW quickedeuorion, to that heauenly voice, 

Which fed his foule wich the malignant ioyes 


Poe WEI 


16 % Argalus and Parthenia. Book], Joc 


- a —_—_—_—_ 


Quell'd their proud courage, turn'd theirfainting 


| ——_— * + | —_—_— —— 


Of vow'd revenge; vp fromthe floore he ſtarts, 
Bleſſes the tongue that bleſt him, and departs, 
By thus time, had the heauen-ſurrounding Stecd; 


Into the lower Hemiſpheare, to coole (heads 
Their flaming noſtrills in the Weſterne poole, 
When as the dainty and mollitious ayre 
Had b1d the Lady of the Pallace, ſhare 
In her refined pleaſures, and inuited | 
Her gentle ſteps, fully tobe delighted 
In thoſe ſweet walkes, where Flora's liberallhand 
Had given more freely, then to all the land; 
There walked ſhe; and in her various minde, 
Protects and caſts about which way to finde Is 
The progreſle of the young Partheniaes heart; *' th 
Likes this way : then a fecond thought does thwart Jl 
The firſt, Likes that way; thena third, the ſecond: Ji 
One while ſhe likes the match, & then ſhe reckond Jl; 
Demageras vertues : now her feare entices ji 
Her thoughts to alter, then ihe counts his vices IF 
Sometimes ſhe cals his vowes and oathes to minde: JW 
Another while, thinkes oathes & words but winde, I 
She likes,diflikes; Her doubtfull thoughts doevary, Y; 
Reſolues, and then reſolues the quite contrary. Vf 
One while ſhe feares,that his maligne aſpe& <q If 
Will gue the virgin cauſe to difaR- : 1 
And then propounds to herambirious thoughts Þ| 
His wealth, the golden couer of all faults : 
And, from the Chas of her doubr,digefts 
Her feares; creates a world of wealth, and reſis. 
With thar, ſhe ſtraight vnfixt her faſined eyes 
Fromoff the ground; and,looking vp, eſpycs 
The faire Parthenia ,in a louely bowre. | 
APR oy | Spending 
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pending the treaſure of an enening houre : 
ſhere ſare ſhe, reading the ſweet-ſad diſcourſes 
(fCharicleas loue : the entercourſes 
(fwhoſe mixt fortunes taught her tender heart 
ſo feele the ſelfe ſame 1oy, the ſelfe ſame ſmart : 
ſhe read,ſhe wept; and, as ſhe wept,ſhe ſini1'd, 
ks if her equall eyes had reconcilde 
The extremes of 10y & griefe:(1:e cloſde the booke, 
ſhen op'ned it, and witha milder looke, 
Ihe pities loners; muſing thena while, 
ſhe teaches ſmiles to weepe; and teares,to ſmile: 
itlength, her broken thoughts ſhe thus diſcouers. 
4 Ynconſtant ſtate of poore diſtreſſed loners ! 
Iidextreame in loue? No meane at all ? 
Iv draughts indifferent > either honty or Gall * 
J1ch Cupids Yn:ner ſe no temp'rate Lone, 
Ither a torrid or a froJen one ? 
lies, ales, poore logers. As (he ſpake 
loſe words, from her diſcloſed lips there brake 
[izentle ſigh; and after that another : 
IVith that Reps in her vnexpected mother. 
awe ye beheld, when T tans luſifull head: 
th newly diu'd into the ſeagreene bed. 
VfThetzs, how the baſhful! Horizone 
Enforc'd to ſee what ſhould be ſeene by none) 
wokes red for ſhame; and bluſhes to diſconer 
Rinceſtuous pleaſures ofthe heauen borne louer 3 
0look'd Parthenia, when the ſudden eye 
(her vawelcome mother did diſcry 
tkr ſecret paſſion: The mothers ſmile 
ought forth the daughters bluſh; and leuellcoyle 


{mil'd and blufht;one ſmile begate another :* 


te daughterblufhr, becauſethe icalous mother - 
| {EO | Smifd: 
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' Smil'd on her; and the ſilent mother ſmilde, 


To ſee the conſcious bluſhing of her childe, h 
At length,growne great with words,ſhedid awake | } 
Her forced ſilence, and the thus beſpake. "OI 

_ Bluſh not, my faireſt daughter, Tino ſhame 
To pity lowers, or lament that flame, 
Which worth and beauty kindles is thebreſt - 
T ts charitie to ſucconr the aiftreſt. 
The diſpoſition of a generous heart 
Makes enery griefe her owne, at leaſt beares part. 
What marble, ah what adamantineeare © 
Ere heard the flames of Troy without ateare ? 
eMuch more the ſcorching of aloners fire, 1 
(Whoſe deſÞ'rate fewell is his owne me) OT, 
May boldly challenge eucry gentle heart -=XX 
Tobe ioyntenants in his ſecret ſmart : "* 
Why doſt thou bluſh ? why did thoſe pearly teares 16, 
Slide downe ? Feare not : this Arbour hathnoearcs; I 
Here's none but we, ſpeake then : It is no ſhame 


lp 
[0 [01 


To ſhed ateare, thy mother did the ſame : ſeg 
Say, hath the winged wanton with his dart, Im 
Sent ere ameſſazetothy wounded heart ? Yi: 
Speake, in the name of Hymen 1 coninre thee; un} 
If ſo, I haue 4 Baulſome ſhall recure thee. {l'y 
T feare, 1 feare, theyoung Laconian Lord The f 
Hath lately left ſome indigeſted word = Fes 


In thy cold ſtomacke : which, for want of CA, 
T doubt, I doubt, lies heauy at thy heart : 

If that be all, renealing brings reliefe : 
S:lencsn loue but multiplies agriefe : 

Hid forrow's deſperate, not to beendur'd, 
Which being but aiſclos'd, is eaſly car'd : 
Perchance thou lov ſt Demagoras, and wouldſt 
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th cleſe afſetFion from thy angry mother, 
jd reape the dainty fruits of loue , vnſeency, 
© $4 the Like, or thou hadſt nener beene; 
une goods are ſweeteſt - If it be thy minde 
[1oue int ſecret, T will be as blinde 
k be that wounded thee, or if thou dare 
quaint thy mother, then a mothers care 
Wit be redoubled, till thy thoughts acquire 
ſhe ſweet fruition of thy choice acfire - 
Ws lor ff Demagoras; If thy lips deny, 


difthy liking countermand my will, 

Wh puniſhment ſhall be to loue him fill - 

ſen love hims ft. Hl, and let his hopes inherit 

Ur crowne,, belonging to ſo faire a merit, 
Is thowzhts are noble, and his fame appeares 

Iſeake, at leaſt, an age aboue his yeares. 

Ir blood of his increaſing honour ſprings 


Im the high flock of the Arcadian K:1es : 


lhegods haue bleſt hims with a liberal hand, 
Imcht hire with the prime of all the land : 
Wmur and wealth attend his eates, and what 
un he command, that he poſſeſſes not ? 
llnhich, and more,(if mothers can dine) 
Ihr fortune of thy beauty hath made thine : 
is thy Captiue, and thy conquering eyes 
iue tooke him priſner : he ſabmits,and lies 
[*thy deare mercie, hoping ne're to'be 
lnſor'd from death, by any price. but thee. 
Mong not thy ſelfe in being too 100 nice, 


Undwhat (perchance) may not be proferd twiſe, 


lope at firſt - It is a fooliſh mine 
[roo coy « Occaſion's bald behind 
Eero oo 


———<» 


ſh conſcious heart muſt giue thy l ps the tye : 
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Ts not the common worke.of.enery day, The 01 


.T' afford ſuch effers, T ake them while you may That 
T imes alter : youth and beauty are but blaſts: Jut ps 
P ſe then thy time, whilſt youth and beauty laſts  * #1 
For if that loath'd and infamous reproach Thy # 


Of a ſtale maide. bit offer to increach 

V pon opinion, th art in eſtimation, 

Like garments, kept tillthey be out of faſhion - 
Thy worth , thy wit #by vertues all muſt ſtand 
Like goods at ont-cries, priz d at ſecond hand. 
Reſolve thee then, t'enlarge thy Virgin life 
Withth onourable freedome of awife, 

' And let the fruits of that bleſt mariage be 

A living pledge betwsxt my Childe and me. 

So ſaid; The faire Parthema (in whoſe heart 
Her owne atte&:on yet had got the ſtart 
Ofher obedience) makes a ſudden paule,, 
Strives with her thoughts,obiects the binding 


Offiliall dury, to her beſt affeQion: Clawes "96 
Sometimes ſubmits vnto her owneeleAion, I*/ 
Sometimes vnto her mothers : thus dinided tp 
In her difiraced fancy, ſometimes guided th 
By one deſire, and ſometimes by another, v 
She thus replide to her attentiue mother. \ou 
Madam, Vit 
Thinke not Parthenia, wander a pretence asr 
Of ſilence, ſtudies diſobedience : - ; 
Or by thecrafty ſlowneſſe of reply, | A 
Borrowes a quick aduantage to deny :- I 
It lyes not in your power, to command " 2 


Beyond my will : vnto your tender hand, 
There ſurrender vp that little All 
Ton gaueme, freely to aiſpoſe withall, 


| book I. | Arzaluws'iand Parthenig. 


the pods forb:4, Parthena ſhould "eff 
What you command, command you what you liſt - 
Jut pardozs me , the young Laconian Lord 
Mah made aſſault, but nener yet could board): 
ths heart of mine : I wept, 1 wept indeed, 
Jut wy miſconſlerd ſlreames did ne're proceed 
Im Cupids þring: This blubber d book makes knows, 
Thoſe griefes I wept ; I wept not for mine owne: | 
lh lowly thoughts durſt nener yet aſpire 
Wir leaſt degree towards the proud atſire 
Wff great hononr, to be call'd his wife, 
lin whom ambitions Queenes hane bin at ſtrife, 
ud for lone, and ſtrongly did importune- 
Jl heart , more pleaſed with a meaner fortune, 
Ihbreft mas marble, and my heart forget 
luity:for, indeed, 1 lou'd him not. 
202 m, you, to whoſe more wiſe diretHtons 
Imathe ſkouteſt of my raſh affetions, 
6 $1 haye jones $6. _ will ſhall be 
the ſquare of my oneauen deſires, and me; 
'l pratiſe duty, and my deeds: ſhall [how it; 
i pratiſe loue, though Cupid neuer know it. 
When great Baſ#1:5(he whoſe princely hand 
Wuriſhr long peace in the Arcadia land) 
With trinmph, brought to his renowned Court; 
isnew eſpouſed Qurene, was greatreſort 
Iforraine States, and Princes, to behold 
tetruth, that vnbeleeu'd report had told 
Fire Gynecias worth : Thither repaird 
; lhe Cyprian Nobles, richly all prepar'd 
Warlike furniture, and well addreſt, 
Vith olemne Iouts to glorifie rhe feaſt 
maritage royall lately pat dies 
2 
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Th' Arcadian King, and his thrice noble Gueene, | 
_ The faire Gynecia; in whoſe face and breſt | 
Nature, and curious Art had done their beſt, 
To ſumme that rare perfe&tion,which(in briefe) 
Tranſcends thepowetr of a ſtrong beliete; 
Her Syer was the Cyprias King, whoſe fame 
Receid more honour from-her honour'd name, 
Then, if he had, with his victorious hand, 
Vnſceptred halte rhe Princes inthe land : 
To tell the gory of this royall Feaſt, 
The Bridegroomes ftate,& how the Bride was dreft; 
The princely ſernuice, andthe rare delights; 
The (cuerallnam<s and worth,of Lords & Knights, | 
Their quaint 7-»preſa's,their deuiſeftull ſhowes; 
Their marttall ſports,their oft redoubled blowez; 
The courage of this Lord, or that proud horle; 
Who ran; whogot the better, who,the worſe, 
Is not my taske; nor lyes itin my way, 
To make relation of it: Heraulds may: 
Yet Fame and 'Honour hane fele&ed one; 
Fromthar illuftriouscrew; and himalone 
Hane reconitnended to nay carefull quill, - 
Forbidding that his hononr ſhould1ye ſtill. 
Among thereft, whom fortune and his ſpirit, 
That day,had crowned with a vidors merit, 
His name was Argalis; In Cyprus borne ; 
And (if what isnot'ours, may adorne  - 
Our proper fortunes) his bloodroyall ſprings = 
From th'ancient ſtocke of the great Cyprian KNgS* 
His outſide had enough to ſatisfie 
The expectation ofa curious eye: 
Nature was too too prodigall ofher beauty, 
To make hin halfe ſo faire, whom Fame, and a? 
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He ought to Honour,call'd ſo often forth, _ 
Tapproue the exc lence of his manly worth : 
His minde was richly furniſht with the treaſare 
Ofmorallknowledge,infoliberall meaſure, 
Not to be proud : Sovaliant and ſo firong_ 
Ofnoble courage, not to dare a. wrong : 
Friendly to all men, inward but with few; 
Faft to his old friends, and vnapt for new : 
Lord of his word, and maſter of his paſſion, 
Serious in buiſnefle, choyce in recreation : 
Not too miſtruſtfull, and yer witely wary ; 
Hard to reſolue, and then as hard to vary : 
And to conelnde, the world could hardly finde 
{| Srare abody with ſo rare a minde. | 
Thrice had the bright ſurueyour of the heauen 
Diuided out the dayes and-nights by even 
And equall houres, ſince this child of fame 
(lnuited by the glory of her namie,) 
Firſt view'd Partheniaes face, whoſe mutuall eye 
Shot equall flames,and with the ſecret tic 
Ofvndiſclos'd affection, ioyn'd togerher 
Their yeelding harts,their loues vaknown toctther, 
both dearly lou'd : the more they ſtrove to hide 
Their love, affe&ion they the more difcride. 
-ltlyes beyond the power of art to ſmother 
Aﬀecion, where one vertue finds another : 
One was their thoughts, and rheir deſires ONE, 
And yet both lon'd,vnknowne;beloued,vnknowne: 
One was the Dart, that at theſelfe ſame time | 
Was ſent, rhat wounde(d her,that wounded him : 
Both hop d,both fear dalike,borhioi'd,bothgrieu d: 
Yet, where they both conld help,wasnonerclieud : 


Pp Two lou'd,and twobeloued were, yet none 


D 2 But 
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But two in all, and yet that a// Dut one, 
By this time had their barren tippes betraid 
Their-timorous (lence; now they had diſplaid 
Loues ſanguine colours, whilſt the winged Child 
Sate inatree, and clapr his hands, and {mil'd 
To ſee the combat of two wounded friends: 
He ſtrikes and wounds himſelte,while the defends 
That would be wounded, for her paine proceeds, 
And flowes from his,8 from hiswound,ſhe bleeds, 
She playes at him, andaymingat his breſt, 
Pierc'd her owne heart : and when his hand addref 
The blow to her faire boſ{ome, there it found 
His own deare heart, gaue that heart the wound, 
8s Arlength both conquer'd, and yet both didyeeld, 
-  Bothloſttheday, and yet both wan the field : 
Andas the warfare of their tongues did ceaſe, 
Their lips gaue earneſt of a zoyfal Peace, 
But 0 the hideous chances that attend 
A louers progreſle, to his iournies.end ! 
How many defp'rate rubs, and dangers walte 
Each minute, on his miſerable ſtate ! 
His hopes do build,what firaight his teares deliroy; 
Sometimes, he ſurfeits with exceſle of ioy : 
Sometimes, deſpairing ereto find reliete, 
He roares beneath the tyranny of griefe; 
# *Andwhen louescurrent runnes with greateft force, 
-  Someobuious miſchicte ſtill diſturbes the courle : 
For loe, no ſooner the diſcouerd flame 
Of theſe new parted louers did proclatme 
Lones ſacred 16:14, but the Virgins Mother 
(The poſture of whoſe viſage did diſcouer 
Some ſerious matter, harb'ring in her brelt) 
Enters the roome : Halfe angry, halfe in ieft, 


Shee 
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end 


She thus began : My deareſt child, the night; 
When as the pow darkneſſe did inuite 

Mine eyes to ſlumber, ſundry thoughts poſſe 

My bled wind and rob - of 5,4 | 
[ſept not, till the early bugle horne 

of Chaunticlere had ſunmon' din the ec Horne 
Tattend the Light, and nurſe the new-borne Day, 
4t laſt, whes Morpheus, with his leaden key, 

Had lockt my ſenſes, andenlarg'd the power 

ofmy heanen guided fancy, for an hogre 


| 1ſumbred, and before my ſlumbring eyes, 


0ue, andthe ſelfe ſame dreame preſented thrice, 
Inak d, and, bee frighted at the viſion, 
Perceiu d the Gods had made an apparition : 

My dreame was this : Me thought I ſawthee ſitting 
Dreſt like a princely Bride, with robes befitting 

The fate of Maieſty, thy Nymph-like haire 

Luſely disſheuel'd; and thy browes did beare 


Thy pregnant wombe grew heauy, and required 
Lucina's aid : with that, me thought 1 ſaw 

A teame of harneſt Peacocks fiercely draw 

4 fiery Chariot from the flitting Sky, 

Wherein there ſate the glorious Maieſty 

0f ereat Saturnia, ow whoſe traine attended 

An hoaſt of Goddeſſes, Tuno deſcended 

From out the flaming Chariot,and bleſt 

Thy painefullwombe ; Thy paines a whileencreaft; 


| 4t length, ſhe laid her gentle palmes wpon 


Thy fruitfull flanke, and there was borne a ſon : 
She made thee mother of a ſmiling boy, 
and, after, bleſt thee with a mothers toy ; 

She kiſt the Babe, whoſe fortune ſhe foretola, 


| 1Cypreſle wreath, and (thrice three months expir'd) 


For 
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For on hi head ſhe ſet a Crowne of Gold, 
Forthw:th,as if the heauens had clouen in ſunder, 
He thought 1 heard the horrid m:ſeof thunder, 
The raine pour d downe,and yet the 5kie was cleare, 
And eucry drop that lighted, did appeare 

1s orient pearle, mixt with refined gold, 
Whereat, the gbddeſſe turn'd, and ſaid, Behold, 
Great Joue hath ſent a gift : goe forth, andtaks, 
T hus having (poke, ſhe vanifht, and I wak't : 
Iwak't, and waking, :rembled; for 1 knew 

T hey were no idle paſſages , that grew 

From my d:flemperedthoughts, twas not a vaine 
Deluſion rowing from a troubled braine, 

It was 4 viſion, and the gods forcſpake 
Parthenia's forture : Gods cannot miſtake. 

T lik'd the dreame, wherein the gods foretold 


Thy ioyfull mariage; andthe ſhower of gold ff 
Betokened wealth, The Infants golden Crowne, Th 
Enſuing howiour : Tuno's comming downe, 2 
A ſafe deliverance, and the ſpuling Boy Ny 
Summ d vp the totallof a mathers ioy : f] 
But what the wreathof Cypreſle (that was ſet Th 
V pon thy nuptiall browes )preſag'd, as yet Tt 
The gods keepe from me : if that ſecret doe _ Th 
Portcnd an euill, heauen keepe it from thee too. Th 
Aduiſe Parthenia : Seeke not ts withſland h 
The plot, wherein the Gods vouchſafe a hand; 
Submit thy will to theirs , what they enioyne, te 
Muſt be, nor lyes it in my power, or thine bf 
To contradict : Endeauour to fulfill Ar 
What, elſe, mrſt cometo paſſe againſs thy will. il 


Now by the fil all duty thou doſt beare 
T he gods and me, or if ought elſe more d;are 


—— 


( fore e obeatence; 4s thou hop'ft fo ſpeed | 
At the gods hanas, in greateſt time of need, 
heaven, by hell, by all the powers aboue, 
there conture Parthenia to remoue 
All fond conceits, that labour to diſioyne 
hut heancn hath knit, Demagoras's heart and thine, 
ſhe gods are faithful, and their wiſedemes know 
Nhat's better for vs mortalls, then we doe, 
bt not (ny child )the gods cannot deteine, 
Nut heauen does offer, feare not to receiue 
Fith thankfull hands : Paſſe not ſo fleightly oner + 
ſhe deare affeition of [o true a louer, 
Itty has flames, relieue hu tortur dbreft, 
Jltat finds abroad, no ioy; at home, no reſt; 
it, ike a wounded Hart before the hounds, 
Tut flies, with Cupids Tauelin in his wounds : | 
lir op thy rak't wp embers of deſire, ; 
ſhe gods will bring in fewell, and blow the fires 
keentle; let thy cordial ſmiles reuine 
Is waſted ſpirits, that onely cares to liue 
adpe thee honour © It was Cupids will, | ED 
Te dart he ſent ſhould onely wound, not kill; eget 


ue 


eldthen, and let th' engaged gods powre downe 

Their promis d bleffings onthy head, and crowne : 
lh youth with ioyes;*and maiſt thou after be 

hblet inthine, as I am bleſt in thee. = 


So ſaid : the faire Parthenia, to whoſe heart 
fer fixt deſires had taught th'unwilling Art 
(f diſobedience, calls her indgement 1n; 

And, of two euills, determines it ain 

More veniall; by a reſolute deniall, 

lproue vndurifull, then be difloyall 
lohim, whoſehearta ſacred vow had tyed 
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So faſt tO her Sy and(weeping)thus replyed: | oY 


Madam, | 


The angry gods bane late conſpir'd to ſhow — _ 3 
T he utmoſt their enraged hands coul d doe, to 
And hauing laid aftae all mercy, ſtretch = 
T heir power, ta make one miferable wretch, = Oo 
Whoſe curſs and torrur d foule muſt ontly be rh 
The ſubie of their wrath; and I am ſhe. I 7 
Hard i the eaſe! my deare defires muſt faile, mh 
My vowes muſt cracke; my plighted faith be fraile; Wy 
or elſe affettion muſſ ve ſoexil'd | Ur, 
A mothers heart, that ſhe renounce her child. of 
And as ſhe ſpake that word, a flowing tide Fi 

Of reares guſht out, whoſe violence deny'd Wis 

. Th'intended paflage of her doubling tongue: I 
; She ſtopta while : Then onthe floore ſhe flung fy 
Her proſtrate body, while her hands did teare _ th 
(Not knowing what they did) her dainty haire, (I 
Sometimes ſhe ftruck the ground; ſometimes, het Ji; 
Began ſome words, & then wept oat thereſt;(breli: Ih 
Art laſt, her liuelefle hands did, by degrees, t 
Raiſe her caft body on her teeble knees, Th 
And humbly rearing her fad eyes vpon ' If 
Her mothers frowning viiage, thus went on. lf 
V pon theſe knees, theſe knees that we're were bew 

0 Toyourinwvaine; that nener did preſent I 
© Their onrewarded duty, neuer roſe | J 
Without a mathers bleſ@ng, vpon theſe, Ft 


( 


C 


' What ſhall I doe ? Demagoras and Death 


V pon theſe naked knees, I recommend 
To your deare thoughts thoſe torments that attend. 
T our poore Parthenia, whoſe unknowne djſtreſſe 
Craxes rather death, then language to expreſſe. 


it 
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wid both alike to theſe ſad eares, that breath 
Irhat names the one Aves nominate the other. 
Iv, mw, 1 cannet loue him; my deare mother, 
(wmand Parthenia wow to wnderooe : 
Nut death you pleaſe, and theſe quick hands fball ſhow 


| HAGTE of my obedience in my heart. 
ſh cods themſelues,that haue a ſecret art 
Uhforce affedion, cannot violate | 
ſh lawes of Nature, nor the courſe of Fate. 
Win earch forget her burthen, and aſcend? 
Ir can th' aſpiring flames be taught totend 
th earth ? If fire deſcend, and earth aſpire, 
lath were no loweer earth, nor fire, fire. 
Jin ſo, by nature, tis all one tome, & 
Flue Demagoras, ard not to be, <32.G 
Wn, the heauens can ave n0 act that's greater, 
[hen (having made ſo)to preſerue their creature. 
nd thinke you that the righteous Gods would fill me 
1 J/th ſuch falſe ioyes, as (if enioy'd) would kill me ? 
lit Jllnow chat they are merciful : what they 
mmand, they giue a power to obey. 
Irroyfull vition that your ſlumbring eyes 
fhte beheld, did promiſe and compriſe 
lfqrer fortune , then the heauens can ſhare 
ore Partheniaes merit,whom deſpaire \ 
lth ſwallow'd: Your prophetick dreame aiſcride o 
j94ll mariaze; pointed out the Bride, 
it fafe Deliwerance, and her ſmiling ſoune, © 
Unpur and wealth, and after all was done, ' 
Itere wants a Bridegroome: him,the heauens haue- Cf 
Nithin wy breſtz by me,to bereneal d, (ſeald « 
Ph, if your patience ſhall vouchſafe to heare, _ 
1d (92s ſhall recomend onto your eare. : 
| E 2 When 


20 vrgaluand Parthenia, Book. 
When as Baſilius (92ay whoſe royall hand 
Loxz ſway the ſcepter of th Arcadian land) 
From Cyprus brought his more then princely Bridg, 
T he faire Gynecia, (whom as Greece deny'd ' 
Ap equall, ſo the world acknowledg dnone 
As her ſuperior in perfettion : ) 
V pon this Eadies royal traine, and ftate, 
A great concourſe of Nobles did awaite , 
Aud Cyprian Princes, with their princely port, 
To ſee her crown d in the Arcadian Conrt; 
Illuſtrious Princes were they : but as farre 
As midnight Phebe out |hizes the twinckling Starre, 
'B Sofar, amoug# this rout of Princes, one 
Sarpaſt the reſt, in honour and renowne; 
Whoſe perfect vertue findes more admiration 
Is the Arcadian Court, then imitation : 
In th' ex lence of his outward parts, and feature, 
The world conceines.the curious hand of Nature 
Omutwent it felfe; which being richly fraught 
And furniſht with tranſcendent worth, is thought 
To be the choſen fortreſſe for protedtion 
. Of allthe Arts, and forehouſe of perte&tion: 
& The Cyprus flock did ne're,till now, bring forth 
« Sorarea Branch, whoſe vnderualued worth 
Brings greater glory-to th Arcadian Land, 
Then canthe-dill Arcadians vaderftand,, 
« MHis names Argalus. Ty 
.  He(Madam)was that Cypreſle wreath,that crown. | 
. Ay nuptiall brows: And now the Bridegroom's found, 
; . Cloathdinthe myſtry of that Cyprefle wreath; 
« Which, ſincethe better gods haue pleas'd tebreathe 
. Jntomy ſoule, O may I ceaſetobe, _ 
. If euzht, but death part Argalus andart © 
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et does my ſafe obedience not withſtand 

What you deſire, or what the gods command : 

For what the gods command, is your deſire 
Parthenia ſhould obey; and not reſpire 

Againſt their ſacred counſels, or-withſland 
The plot, wherein they haue vouchſaf d a band : 
Wemuſt ſubmit our wils, what they enioyne, 
Muſt be; nor lies it in your power or mine, 


f Trcroſſe:we muſt endeauour to fulfill 


What elſe muſt come to paſſe againſt our will, 


$ M1 vores are paſt, and ſecond heauens decree, 


Nothing ſhall part my Argalus and me. 
SO fatd; Th' impatient mothers kindled eye 


| (Halfe cloſed witha murtherovs frowne)let flic 


Afcorching fireball, from whence was ſhed 
Some drops of choller, ſternly ſhakes her head; 


| With trembling hands vnlocks the doore, & tlees, 
| Leaning Partbena on her aking knees, 


And as the fled, her fury thus began 
Toopen, And is Argalus the man * | : 
But there ſhe ſtopt; when ſirining to expreſlc 


What rage had prompted,could do nothing lefle. 


All you, whoſe deare affe&ions haue beene tot 
In Cupids blanket and vniuſtly croſt 
By wilfall Parents, whoſe extreame command 
Have made you groan beneath heir tyrangous hid, 
That take a furious pleaſure to dinorſe 
Your ſoules from your beſt thoughts, nay(what 1s 
Then torture)force your fanciesto reſpect, ( worle 
And dearely loue, whom moſt you diſ-aftect: 
Draw neare, and comfort the diſtreſſed heart 
Ofpoore Parthenia;let your eyes impart 


# | Vnedroppe ar.leaft : And wholoe're thou be 
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That read'ſt theſe lines, may thy defiers ſec ER 
The like ſucceſle, if reading, thou forbeare 


To wet this very paper with a tearc. | 4 
Behold (poore Lady) how an houres time } 
Harth pluck'r her faded roſes from their prime, of 
Andlikean varegarded ruine, lies, Eh 
With deaths vatimely image 1n her eyes, iT 


She,ſhe,whom hopeful choughts had newly crownd [4 
With promis'd joyes,lies groueling on the ground; yy 


Her weary hand ſuſtaines her drooping head; Th 
( Too ſoft a pillow for ſo harda bed) == 7 
Her eyes {wolne vp, as loath to ſee the light, Th 
That would diſcover (o forlorne a fight : [0 
The flaxen wealth of her negle&ed haires . _ 1, 
Stick't faſt to her pale cheeks with dried teares, In, 
And at firſt bluſh, ſhe ſeemes, as if it were Wi 
Some curious ſtatue on a Sepulchre : S bf 
Sometimes her brinie lips would whiſper thus, D 
My Argalus, my deareſt Argalgs : = 
And then they clos'd againe, as ifthe one U 
Had kiſt the other,for that ſeruice done, | W 
In naming Arealxs: ſometimes oppreſt D 
With a deepe ſigh, ſhe gaue her panting breſt 17 
A ſudden ſtroke; and hr that, another, 417 
Crying.,Hard fortune,0 hard hearted mother ! To 


And ficke with her own thoughts, her paſſion ſtrove Ip 
Betwixt the two-extreames of griete, and love: Jy 

| The more ſhegrieu'd, the more herloue abounded; | j 
The more ſhelou'd.the more her hart was wounded | 

' Withdeſperate griefe:at length,the tyrannoustorce 

Ofloue and griefe,ſent forth this ſelfediſcourle. 

How art thou chang d (Parthenia 2) how hath pajions 
Put all thy rhouzhts and ſenſes out of faſhion ? 


Exild I: 
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Fxitdihy Little iudaement, and betrai'd thee 
#1 thine omrnre ſelfe ? How nothing hath it made thee ? 
fav i thy weather-beates ſoule oppreſt 

vith formes and tempeſts blowne from the Northeaſt 
of cold deſpaire ? which, long ere this, had found 
Eternall reſt ; had bin orewheln'd and drown'd 

Inthe deepe gulfe of all my miſeries, 

Bud I.not pumpt this water from mine cies , 

My Argalus ; 0 where, 0 where art thou ? 

Thou Little think'(t thy poore Parthenia, now 

Irortur d for thy ſake , alas, (deare heart !) 

Thou know” ft not the wnſufferable ſmart 

[ondergoe for thee : thou doſt not keepe 


[1 Regiſter of thoſe ſad teares I weepe, 


$10, m0, thou doſt not. | 


Nel, well , from henceforth, Fortune, doe not ſpare 


Ir avethe wor ft (thy Agent) Miſchiefe aare ; - 


Deviſe new torments. or repeat the old, 

Yatill thou burſt, or I complaine : Be bold, 

As bitter : T diſdaine thy rage,thy power ; 

Who's leweld with the earth, cay fall uo lower , 

Dre; ſpit thy venome forth, and temper atl 

Thy fludied ations with the ſpirit of gall ; 

Thy prattss d malice can ne evill deniſe 

I hard, for Argalus to exerciſe ; -- | 

Bu loue (hall ſweeten death, and make 4 torture- 

Uy ſport full paſtime, to make houres ſhorter, 

Ii loye ſhall fill my heart, aud leaue us reome, 

Wherein your rage may prattiſe martyrdoome. . - 
But ere that word could vſher owt another, 

The tender Virgins marble hearted mother 

nters the Chamber: with a chang'd aſpe& 

kholds Parthenia: with a new reſpect 


Y _ Salures: 
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Salutes her child, and(hauing clos'd the doore) 
Her helpfull arme remoues her from the floore 
Whereon ſhe lay; and, being ſet together, 

In gentle tearmes, ſhe thus did commune with her, 

Pernerſe Parthenia, 7s thy heart ſo ſworne 

To Argalus his loue, that it muſt ſcorne 
Demagoras ? Are your ſoules con;oyn'd ſo cloſe, 
That my entreaty may not enterpoſe ? 

If ſo, what helpe ? yet let a mothers care 

Be nat contemn'd, that bids her child beware. 

The ſickle that stoo early, cannot reape 

A fruitfull Harueſt : Looke, before you leape : 
Adiourne your thoughts , aud make a wiſe delay, 

T ou cannet meaſure vertue in 4 day; 

Fertues appeare, but vices baulke the light, 

Tu hard to read 4 vice at the firſt ſight . 

Falſe are thoſe toyes, that are not mixt with doubt . 
. Fire eaſely kindled, will not eaſely ont : 

Diuide that loue, which thou beſtoweſf on one, 
Twixt two , try both, then take the beſt ,or none : 
Conſult with time : for time bewrayes, diſcourrs 
The faith, the lone, the conſtancy of louers, 

Adts done in haſte, by leaſure are repented, 

And things, ſoone paſt, are oft, too = lamented. 
With that, Parthena, rifing from herplace, 
And bowing with incomparable grace; 
Made this reply; MH adam, each ſeurrall day 
Since firſt you gaue ths body being, may 

Write a large volume of your tender care, 

Whoſe hourely goodncſſe if it ſhould compare 

With my deſerts, alas,the world would jhow 

Too great 4 ſumme. for one pore heart to one; 

I muſt confeſſe my heart ts not {0 ſworne 
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1 Argalus hi merit,as to ſcorne Ten » Wy 
Jemagoras; nor yet ſ6 looſely tyed, c 


Fic 1can ſlipthe knot, and ſo drnide 
er, Iinne affection, which muſt not be ſeuer'd, 
Ir ever cars be (but in vaine) endeuour d, 
ly heart ts 0ne, and by one power guided, 
I i 80 number; cannot be dinuided. 
{1d Cupids [earned ſchoolemen haxe reſolu'd 
ſhat lowe druided is but lone diſſoln'd, 
Wi yer, what plighted faith,and honour may 
In now upave, your counſell ſhall delay. 
$1i4am, Partheniaes hand u not ſo greedy, 
ireape her corne, before her corne be ready : 
lr vnaduiſed ſickle ſhall not thruſt 
 Sivher hopefull Harueſt, ere needs muſt : 
yours Parthenia ſhall ſubmit her skill, 
Nhſe ſeaſo: ſhall be ſeaſon d by your will - 
Itr time of harueft ſhall adfeit no meaſure 
J's only what's proportion'd by your pleaſure. 
ended fhe, Bur till that darkenſle got 
ſhe maſtry of the light, they parted nor. 
ſhemother pleads for the Laconian Lord, 
hedaughter (whoſe impatience had abhorr'd 
tis very name, had nother mother ſpok't) 
te pleads her vow, which cannot be reuokt, 
letftill the mother pleads, and does omit 
No way vntryed,that a hard hearted wit 
lnowes to deniſe; perſwades,allures, cntreats; 
Mingleshis words w** ſniles, with tears,w** threats, 
Commands,coniures;tries one way tries another, 
$ thivtmoſt that a marble breſted mother . 
Lndoe; and yet the more the didapply, 
more ſhe taught Partheniato deny; 
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The more ſhe did aſlault, the more contend, 
The more ſhe taught the virgin to defend, 
Ar laſt, deſpairing (for her words did finde 
More caſe to moue a mountaine, then her minde) 
She ſpake no more;but from her chaire ſhe ſtarted, 
And ſpit theſe words,Goe peewiſh Girle and parted, 
Away ſhe flings, and finding no ſucceſſe 
In her loſt words, her fury did addrefle 
Her raging thoughts to a new ſtudied plot; 
Actions mult now enforce, what words couldnor. 
Treaſon is in her thoughts; Her furious breath 
Can whiſper now no language, vnder death; 
+  Poore Argalus muſt dye; and his. remoue 
Muſt make the paſſage to Demagoras loue : 
And till that barre be broken, or put by, 
No hope to ſpeed; Poore Argalus muſt dye. 
Demazoras is call'd tocounſell now, 
Conſults, conſents; and, after mutuall vow, 
Reſolving on the act, they both conſpire 
Which way to executetheir cloſe deſire. 
c Drawing his keene'Steeletro from his {1de, 
Madam (faith he) This meascine well applide 
To Argalus his boſome, will gize reſt 
c To him, and me, the ſudden way i beſt . 
© Ay Lord(faithhe) your trembling hand may miſe : 
The marke, and then your ſelfe in danger is 
; 
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Of outcry, or perchance his owne reſiſtance. 
= Attempts are dangeromus, at ſo fmall a aiſtance. 
* Adrugg's thebetter weapon; which does breathe | 
) Deaths ſecret errand, carries ſudden death [ 


' Clos dwpinſmeetneſſe : Come, adrugge ſtrikes ſurt; | 
Andworks.our ends, and yet we ſicepe ſecure. 
: JAMy Lord, bethinke no other ,Set your rei 
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w_ nuntheſe Cards; The ſureſt way is beſt - 
luye me $0 4nage onr ſucceſfull plot, 
 Lndiftheſe ſkudious browes contrine it nat 
ſe) Fw ſure, for art of Magicke to prenent, 
leretruff a womans wit, when fully bent 
ed, Jntake revenge © Begone, my Lord, repoſe 
ſketruſt in me * Onely be wiſe, be cloſe, 
That night, when as the vntuerſall ſhade 
fthe vaſpangled heauen,and earth had made 
or, Jlovtter darkneſle; (darkneſle, apt to further 
ſehorrid enterpriſe of rapes, and murther) 
he, ſhe, that now lacks nothing to procure 
full revenge, ſhe calls Atheia to her, 
Patheniaes handrwaid) whom ſhe thus beſpake. 
J Athleia, dare thy prinate thoughts partake 
Iith mine ? Canſt thou be ſecret ? Has thy heart 
| Pibcke, rhat none can pick by theeviſh art, 
I! breake by force ? Tell me, Can#t thou digeſt 
I/ſecret, truſted ro thy faithfullbreſt ? 
| Madars, {airhfhe, Let me be never true 
[1 my owne thonehts, if ener falſe toyou + 
heake what you pleaſe; Athleia ſhall conceale, - 
lirments may ake me roare, but ne re reueale. 
Replyde the Lady then: Athleia knows 
im much, how much my deare affettion owes 
theniaes heart, whoſe welfare is the crowne 
If ul my toyes, which now ts ouerthrowne 
ind deeply buried in forgotten duff, 
Fthou betray the ſecret of my truſt. 
theth in thy power to remoue 
lproaching euills : Parthenia is #1 lone - 
lerwaſted ſpirits languiſh in her breſt, 
ih td nought ,but look'd for death, can gine her reft; 
F 2 
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"Ts Arpalus ſhe loves;who, with diſdaine, 


Requites her loue,not loning her azaine: 

He fleights her teares © T he more that he nezletts, 
T he more entirely ſhe (poare ſonle) affetts, 

She groanes beneath the burden of defpaire, 

And with her (i val gr cloyes the idle ayre. 

Thou art acquainted with her prinate teares, 

And you, ſo oft exchanging tongues and eares, 
Muſt know too much, for 3s heart t'endure; 
But deſperate's the wound admits no Cure : 


It lies in thee tohelpe : Arhleia, ſay, 


Wilt thou aſs: ſt me, if I find the way ? 

Madam, my forced ignorance ſhall be 
Sufficient earneſt of my ſtcreſie - 
Tonr lips haue viter'd nothing that i new 
To Athlcias cares : Alas, it i too true. 
Lone, long ere this your ſeruant reueal'd 
T he [ame to youhad net my lips bin ſeal'd : 
But if my beft endeauonrs may extend 
To bring my Miſireſſe ſorrowes to an end. 
Let all the exraged Mieties allot 
To me worſe torment, if I de it not : 
My life's too poore to hazard for her eaſe; 
Madam, Ile doo't;, Command me what you pleaſe : 
So ſaid; The treacherous Lady ſteps aſide, 
Into her ſerious cloſet; and applide 
Her haſty, and perfidious hands, to frame 
This forged letter, in Partheniaes name. 


EE mSI——— 


Conſtant Parthenia to her fairhfull Argalus- 
A Lthough the malice of a mother 


Does yet enforce my tongue to ſmather 
What my deſire is, ſhould flames. = 
yet Parrhenta x the ſame,, Ar 


—— 
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Although my fire be hid a while, = 
T « but fire ſlak'd with oyle, 


Before ſenen Sans ſhall riſt and fall, 
It ſhall burne, andblaze withall, 


What I ſend thee, drinke with ſpeed, 
Elſe let my Argalus take heed, 
V nleſſe thy prouidence withſtand, 
there u treaſon ne're at hand, 
Drinke as thou lou'# me, and it ſhall ſecure thee 
From future dangers,or from paſt,yecure thee. 


This done, and feal'd, ſhe op'd her prinate doore, 


JCall'd in 4thleza, and ſaid; For every fore 


The gops pronide a ſalue, Force muſt preuaile, 
Where ſighes and teares, and deepe entreaties faile. 
Forthwith, from out her C abinet ſhe tooke 


A little glaſſe, and ſaid, Arhleia, looke | 
| Within theſe ſlender walls, theſe glazed liſts, Cora bl 


an 


Partheniaes happineſſe, and life conſiſts, 

t 5 Nepenthe; which the fattions gods = 

Dee ſe to drinke, when cre they be at ods, © 
Whoſe ſecret verrue (ſo infus dby loue) 

Does turne deepe hatred,jnto dcareft loue, 

It makes the proudeft toner whine and baule, 
4nd ſuch to dote, as nener lou'd at alt, 

Here, take this glaſſe, and recommend the ſame 
To Argalus in his Partheniaes nawe, 

4nd to his hand,to his owne hand commit 
Thi letter. Betweene Argalns, and it fp - 
Ltt no eye come : Be ſurethy ſpeed prevent | | 
The riſing Sun : and ſo heauens crowne th euent. 


| By this the feather'd Belmar of the night 
| F 3 | | Sent 
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Sent forth his midnight ſummons, to invite © © 


All eyes toſlumber, when they bothaddreſt 

Their thoughtful. minds,to take a, doubtfull ref. 
Oh. awens'! and you, O you celeſtial power s, 

That neuer ſlumber, but imploy all houres 

In mans protection, ftill preſeruing,keeping 

Our ſoules from obutous dangers,waking,tleeping 

O, can your ny eyes benold | 

Such impious actions proſper, vacontroll'd > 


O can your hearts, your tender hearts endure 


Toſee your ſ{eruant(that now ſleepes ſecure, 
Vnarm'd, vnwarn'd, and hauing no defence, 
But your prote@1on, and his innocence) 


' Betrayd,and murther'd,drawing at one breath 
His owne prepar'd deſtruction, his owne death 2 


And will ye ſuffer't > He thats the crowne 
Ofprized vertue, honour and renowne; 

The flower of Arts;the Cyprian liuing ſtory, 
Arcadias Girland,and great Greeces glory; 

The carths new wonder;and the worlds example, 


Muſt dye betraid; Treaſon and death muſt trample | 


Vpon his life; and, in the duſt, muſt lye 

As much admir'd perte&ion, as can dye. 
No, Arealus, the coward hand of death 
Duct ne'reaflault thee, if not vnderneath 
The maske of loue : Thouart aboue the reach 
Of open wrogs; Mans force could ne're make breact 
Into thy life : no, Death could ne're vncaſe 

Thy ſoule, had ſhe appeared face to face. 
Dreame, Argalus; and let thy thoughts be troubled 
With murthers,treaſons;let thy dreams be doubled 
And what thy frighted fancy ſhall percetue, 
Be wilcly ſhperRuious, and belecue, 
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0,that my lines could wake thee now; and ſever 
ſhoſe eyelids, that ere long mult fleepe for cuer.. 
Wake, now or neuer Arealus, and withſtand 7 
ſhy danger:VWake, the murthereſſe is athand, 
Pthenia, Oh Parthenia,who ſhall weepe 
Thy world of teares?Canſtthou,O canit thou ſleeps 
Willthy dull Genus giue thee Jeaue to ſlumber > 
es nothing trouble thee? no dreame incumber 


Thy frighted thoughts > and Argalss ſo neere : 
His lateſt houre-> Not one dreaming teare 2, 
eepe on : and when thy flattring ſlumber's paſt, 
erchance, thine eyes will learne to weepe as faſt. - 


fs death is plotted; And this morning light 


Ii ſend him downe, into cternall nighr. 
I\y,what is worſe then worit, His dying breath 
I'Vill cenſure thee, as Agert 1n his death, 


By this the broadfac'd Dniri;ter of night 


Ilurceas'd her ſcreeching note, and tooke her flight 

Iſothe next neighbring Ivy : Birds and beaſts 

Jforfake the warme protetionof their neſts, 
indnightly dens, whillt dark neſle did diſplay 

ler fable curtaines, to let inthe day, 

I'Vhen ſad 4thleis's dreame had vnbenighted 

Jier ſlumbring cies:her buſie thoughts were frigh- 


fe roſe, & trembled; & being halfediftraught (red. 
With her prophetick feares; the thus berhought.. 


What ayle the Gods, thus to d:fturbe my reſt, 


tulmake ſuch earthquakes in my troubled breft ? > 
Inhing but death, and murthers? Granes and Bells ®” * 
Irighting my fancy, with their hourely kuells? C 
Ines nothing but a dreame; and treames they ſays. 


ixpound themſelues the cleane contrary way. 
I'e Riddle's read; and now-Tunderſtand | - ; 
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But Mariage, Andthe melancholly Bells, 


| Had not (als) my Lady boundtheſe hands, 


My dreames intents : Some mariage 6s at hand: I 


For death interpreted, is —_ elſe 


Is mirth «ud muſicke : By the grave, read 
The ioyf#ll ioy full, joyful, mariage bed : 

T, Its plaine : CAnd now,;methinks twas I, 

T hat my prophetick dreame foretolad, ſhould aye. 
If this be death, Death exerciſe thy power, 
Ard kt Athieia dye within ths houre. 

Doe, doe thy worſt; Athieia's fairhfull breath 
Shall pray for nothing more then ſudden acath. 
But ftay, Athleia, the roo forward day, 

Begins to gild the Eaſt, away, away. _ 
So having ſaid; The nimble fingerd Laſfe 
Tooke the forg'd letter,and the amorous glaſſe, 

And, to herearly progrefle, ſhe applies her, 

Departs, and towards Argales ſhe hies her; 

Bur cuery ſtep ſhe tooke,her mind enforc'd 

New thoughts,8 with her ſelfe,ſhe thus diſcoursd, | 
How fraile's the nature of 4 womans will ! loo 

Row croſe ! The thing thats's moſt forbidden, ftill 

They more deſire; and leaſt inclinde, to doe 

What they are moſt of all perſwaded tos. 


Athleia nere had ſtruggled with her bands. 
I muſt not taft it ! Had Fe not conioyn d 

Hy lips from taſting it, Athleia's mind 

Had neuer thought ox't, now, methinkes I long; 
Deſires, if once confinde, become too ſtrong 

For womans conquer d reaſonto reſiſt, 

A womans reaſon s meaſur d by her lift. 

T long to tait : yet was there nothing did 
Moone my deſires, but that I mas forbid. 
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With that ſhe ſtayd her weary ſteps,and haſted | 
\ntye the Glafle, lift vp her armeand taſted; $ 
hat done (and having now attain'd,almoſ _ 


fer tovrneyes end) the little time fhe loſt, 

New ſpeed regaines; The nimble ground ſhe traces 

With double haſt, and quicke redoubled paces. Ts 
al ona ſudden,Che begins to taint; 

fer bowells gripe,her breath begins to taint; 

fer bliftred rongue growes hot, her liuer glowes; 

Wfer vaines doe bolle, her colour comes and goes : 


Ihe taggers; falls; and on theground ſhe lyes; ' 
els like a bladder; roarcs;and burſts; and dyes. . c 


Thus from her ruine, Argalxs deriues 
lis longer life, and by her death; he lines, 
lwe Argalzs, and let the gods allot (not- 
ich morning draughts,to thoſe that love thee 
line long; and ler the righteous powers aboue, 


O» Fg 
ſhat haue preſeru'd thee for Parthenia's lone, 


ILrowne all thy hopes, and fortunes, with enent 


[00 ſure, for ſecond treaſons to preuent. 

By this time, did the lauiſh breath of Fame 
bwe language to her Trampet, and proclaime 
thleias death,the current of which newes 
Inths warrant had forbidden to abuſe 


beceined carcs : which, whenthe Lady heard, q 
Whoſe trecherous heart was greedily prepar'd , 
loentertaine a murther; ſhe aroſe, c 
And with rude violence deſperately throwes 


tet trembling body ,on the naked floore, 
lt what ſhe ſaid, and did, I will deplore, 
Not vtter; but with forced (ilence fmorher, 
keauſe ſhe was the faire Parthenia's mother : 


Play it ſuffice, that the extreamesof ſhame, ; 
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Argalus and Par thenia, 


| Bobkf 


Eon —— 


© And vnreſified ſorrow onercame | 
Her diſappointed malice, leſle lamenting: 
The treaſon, then ſucceſle; and more repentins - | 
Of whar ſhe fail'd to doe, then what ſkedid, 
Her ſullen ſoule diſpaires; her thoughts forbid 
What reaſon wants tae power, to perfwade, 
Her griefcs being growne t09 deepe tor her to wade 
« She kinks; and with aho!low (igh, ſhe cryed, 
IVelcome thou eaſer of all enills, and dyed. 
Now tongues begin to walke; and every eare 
Hath got the Saturyaſis to heare 
This tragicke ſceane: The breath oi Fame grows bold. 
Feares no repu!lſe, and ſcornes to be controlld, 
Whilſt lowd report, (whole tender lips before, 
Durſt onely whiſper) now begins to roare; 
The letter, found in dead _4thleras brett, 
Bewray'd the plot; and what (before) was gueſt, 
Is now confirm'd; and clear'd:for all menknew 
Whoſe hand it was, and whence the malice grew, 
But hane we loi Parthenia ? In whar Iſle 
Otcnilefle forrowlurks ſheall thiswhile > 
Sweet Reader, vrge ine not tO tell, for feare 
Thy heart diſlolue, and melt into ateare, 
Excuſe my filence :If my lines ſhould ſpeake, 
Such nuarble hearts, as could not. melt, would breaks; 
No, leane her to. herſclfe : Itis not fit 
To write, what being read, you'd wiſh vnwrit : 
Lleaue the taske to thoſe, that take delight, 
To ſee poore Ladyes tortur'd in defpight 
Of all remorſe; whoſe hearts are ſtill at trite: 
To paint atormenat to the very life. 
©  Fleavetharraske to ſuch, as haue the powre 
< Toweepe, and {mile againe within an hourc. 
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othoſe, whoſe flinty hearts are more contented 

plimmea griefe, then pitty the tormented. 

tit ſuffice,that had not heauen protected 

ct Argalzs; the 10y whereof, correed 

at furious griete, which paſſion recommended 

cher ſad thoughts, her ſtory here had ended . 

When Time (the enemy of Fame) had clos'd 

cr babling lips, and gently had compos'd 

mheniaes {Orrowes, railing from the ground 

body fpent with grieie, andalmoſt drownd 

pier 9wne teares; a long expected Sceane 

Wibctter fortune enters in, to dreane 

fls mariſh eyes : her ſtormy night of teares 

king paſt, a welcome day of 10y appeares; 

herocke's remou'd,and lones wide Oceay now 

ues rooMe enough; lookes with a milder brow. 

leader forger thy forrowes; Let thine eare 

I'*lcome the tydings thou ſolongſt to heare : 

J1uers diet's ſweet, commixt with ſower; 

lis hell and heauens oft-time, diuidesan houre, 
Now CArgzalss can finde a faire acceſle 

To his Parthenia : now, feares nothing leſſe 

J'ineares and eyes; and now Parthentaes heart 

lan give her tongue the freedome, to impart 

Js louder welcome, whilſt her greedy eye 

an looke her fill, and feare no ſtanderby. 

ite's not Parthenia, he not preſent with her; 


[4nd henot 4rgalws, ifnot togerher. 


Now, this they make their ſubie&t, and now that. 

Vne while they laugh; and laughing wrangle too, 
diarre, as icalous louers victo doe. 

Andthen a kifſe, muſt make them friends againe, 
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Ay, 


(chart. * 


Their cheeks are fill'd with ſmiles, their tongues with 
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Faith, one's t00 little; Lovers mnt have twainge, Gne 


Two brings in ten; ten multiplyes to twenty, _ 

That, toa hundred : then becauſe the plenty: Andi 

Growes troubleſome to count, and does incumber The 

"Their lipes; their _ gaue kifles without number, | yer i 
a 


Theirthoughts.run backe to former times: they told. | The 
Of all loues paſlages, they had of 019. Whe 
Of this thing done, the time, theplace, and why: Shal 
The manner how, and who were preſent by,. H 
The mothers craft; her. vndecew'd ſuſpition; Top 
Her bated words,her marble diſpoſition; 
Herpining thoughts; and her proiecting teares;, | read 
Herfoliloquies, and her ſecret teares;. In hu 
Where firſt they mer; Th'occattonot their meetingy, | 4te; 
Their complement;the manner of their greeting; I hat 
« His danger; his deliverance; and the reaſon. I 


« That firtt induc't.the Azepts tothe treafon. 

Thus, by-rthe-priniledge of time, and leiſure, 
Their fveet diſcourſes (crown'd w** mutuall pleaſure: | 
Commixt with g#ctie) they equall with the light, {| 
And, aftergrumible at the enutous night, 
Which bids the:m part too ſoone : what, day denyde- | 
In words, in-thoughts, the tedious night ſupplyde, _ 
Which blam'd the Fates for doing lovers wrong, 
To make the day-fo-ſhort;.the night ſo long. 


But now the little-wingedigoarepented S 
That he had laught ſo.much;-his heart relented; WJ 
His very ſoule grew ſad; his blindedeye. "== 
Began to weepe; athis ownetyranny;, FJ 

Laments their ſorrowes-- finds a ſecret way, Vp 
To makethe night as pleaſing as the day. : Fo! 
Calls Hymen in,. and inhis earediſcouers. | Vp 


The lingring torments of theſe wounded.louers< | 


[rrokit. * Apdamdfatais 
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| Giues hima charge, no longer tadeferre, 
Tengrofle their names, within his Regifter. 
And now Parrheniaes harueſt draweth neare, 8 
The dearly carned price of many a teare) < 
Her joy ſhall reape, what a world of griefehath ſown, «< 
The ttme's appointed; and the day's fet downe. FBS 
Wherein fweet Hymen,with his nupriall bands 
Shall ioyne together their eſpouſed hands 

Here ſtop wy Mxſe: Retire thy ſelfe,and tay, 
Togather breath againſt the wariage day. 


I Readers, the royfull Bride ſaluts yee all, 
I I! her behalfe, if any haue let fall 
1 render teare; to thoſe, ſhe makes requeſt, 


That they'd be pleas 'd to grace her mariage feaſt. 
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Ayle gentle Pinace: Now the heauensarecleare, 
The winds blow faire: Behold the harbour's neere. 
Trydented Neptuxe hath forgot to frowne; 
The rocks are paſt; The ftorme is onerblowne, 
Vp wetherbeaten voyagers and rouze yee, 
| forfake your loathed Cabbins; vp, and louze ye 
Tpon the open decks; and ſmell theland; 
Cheare.vp; the welcome ſhoare is nigh athand: 
|: TI * 24} —_ 5 


4 


Argalusand Parthenia. 


Sayle gentle Pizace, with a-proſperous gale, 
Toth'ltle ofpeace: Saile gentle Pinace, Site. 
Forrune condu thee; Let thy keele dwuide 
The filuer ſtreames, that thou mailt ſafely ſlide 
Into the boſome of thy quiet Key, = 
And quite thee fairely of th'iniurious Sea. © (power 
Great Seaborne Queene, thy birthright giues thee 
T aflift poore (uppliants; grant one happy houre, 
Q, ler theſe wounded louers be poſleſt, 
 Atlength, of their ſo long defired reſt. 
Now, now the 10ytull mariage day dravyes On; 
The Bride is bufie, and the Bridegroome's One 
Tocall his fellow Princes to the teat, 
The 67rland's made; The bridall-cyamber's dreſty 
The A#ſes haue conſulted with the Graces, 
To crowne the day; and honour their emdraces 
With ſhadow'd Ep:rma/mes : Their warbling tongues 
Areperfe& in their new made Lyrick ſongs ; 
Hymen begins 19 grumble at delay, 
And ons laughs ro think vpon the day; 
The virgin tapors , and what other rights 
Doe appertaine to N#ptiall delights, 
Arcall prepar'd, whereby may be expreſt_ 
The joyfu!l rriumph ofthis mariage feaſt. 
| Butſtay ! who lends me now an yron pen, 
T engraue within the marblehearts of men 
A tragick ſceane;which whoſoe're ſhallreade, 
His eyes may ſpare to weepe, and learne to bleed 
Carnation teares : Iftime ſhall nor allow 
His death prenented eyes to weepe enow, 
Then let his dying language recommend 
What's left to his poſterity to end. 
' Thou ſadd:fþ of all Muſes, come, afford 
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Thy feud.ons helpe, that each confoundins word 
May rend a heart (at leaſt;) that eucry line 
May pickle vp 4 kinzaome inthe brine 
J of t9err ow3ze teares © O teach me to extract 
The ſpirit of grief, whoſe vertuc may d:ftratt 
Thoſe breſts ,vhich ſorrow knowes not how to kill : 
Inſþter, 0 inſpire my melting Quill, 
And, like fad Niode, let euery one 
That cannot melt, be.turs'd into a ſione : 
Teach me ro paint an ofi-repeated ſigh 
ſoto the life, that whoſoe're be nigh 
i May heare 71 breathe, and learne to doe the like 
1 3) imitation, till true paſſion ſtrike 
I Their bleeding hearts : Let ſuch as ſhall rehearſe 
1 This ſlory, houle like Irith at a Herſe. 
| Th'euent ſtill crownes theact: Let no man ſay, 
| Before the eucning's come; Tis a faire day: 
1 Whenasrthe Xalezas of this bridall fea{t. 
| Wereentred 1n, and cucry longing breſt 
| Waxt great with expectation, and all eyes 
I (Prepar'd for entertaining novelties): 
| Were growne imparicnt now, to be ſufhs'd 
| With that, which Art and Hozonr had deuts'd 
Tadorne the times withall, and to-diſpiay 
Their bounry,and the glory ofthat day, 
The rare Parthezia taking {weet occation 
Tobleſſe her buke-thvughts, with contemplation; 
Ofabſent Argalus, whoſe too long (tay 
Made minutes ſeeme as dayes, and euery day 
Ameafur'd age: into her ſecret bower 
Betooke her weary ſteps, where cuery houre 
Her greedy eares expect to heare the ſumme 
_ Ofall her hopes, rhat Argalus 15 come, 
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Argalus and Porthenia, 


She hopes, ſhe feares at once; and ſtill ſhe muſes 


VV hat makes him ſtay ſo long,ſhe chides; excuſes, 


She queſtions, anſwers; and ſhe makes reply, 
And talkes, as if her Argalus were by; 

Why com'it thounot ? Can CArgals torger 
His languiſhing Partheria ? what,not yer ? 

But as the ſpake that word, ſhe heard a noiſe, 
Vhich ſeem'd as if it were the whiſpering voice 
Of cloſe conſpiracy : ſhe began to ſeare 

She knew not what, till her decewed eare, 
Inſtructed by her hopes, had fingled our 

The voice of Areals from all rhe rout, 

Whole ſteps (as ſhe ſuppoſed) did prepare 

By ſtealth to ſ:eze vpon her vnaware : 

She gaue aduantage to the thriuing plot, 
Hearing the noyſe, as it ſhe heard it nor. 

Like as young Doues, which ne're had yet forſaken 
The warme proteQion of their neits, or taken 
Vpon themſelues a ſate-proniding care, 

To ſhitt for food, but with paternall fare 

| Grow fat and plump. think cuery note they heare, 

Their full cropt parents are at hand, to cheare 
Their crauing ſtomacks, whilſt th'impartiall tif 
Ot the falſe Cater, rifling where it litt 

In every hole, {urprites them, and ſheds 


Theirguiltlefſe blood, and parts their gaſping heads | 


From their vaine ſtruggling bodies; ſo; euenlo » 
Our poore deceww'd Parthenza, (thar did owe 

Too much to her owne hopes) the whilit her eyes 
Were ſet, to welcome the vnualued prize 
Of all her 10yes, her deareſt Argalns, 

Steps in Demagoras and faluts her thus: 

© Baſe Trull, Demagoras comes tolet thee ſee, 
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Bi much he ſcornes thy painted face, and thee, 


Wiſcape revenge, berauſethe gods did wink 

thy deſpenes ? Think ſt thou thy mothers blood 
nes in 4 language, not to beunaderſiood ? 

ft thou no cloſer ſtratagem, to further 

ſh pamper d luſt ,but by the ſauagc murther 

f thine owne aged parent, whoſe ſad death 

uſt gine 4 freedome to the whiſ ring breath 
thy exroy'dadult'rer ? who (they ſay) 

ſil cloake thy whoredome, with a mariage day; 

ln fruggle not; here's nont that canreprieue 

Ih pounded beaſts, 1t i in vaine to ftriue, 

I roare for help: : why do'ft not rather weepe, 

ſhut Imay laugh ? Perchance, if thou wilt creepe 
ſun thy wanton belly, and confeſſe 

h ſelfe a true repentant murthereſle, 

ly infull Page may play the foole, and gather 

lh early fruit into his barne,and father 

In new-got Cyprian baſtard, if that he 

khalfe ſo wiſe, that got it, but to flee. 

Ji! doſt thou weepe ? or doe falſe miſts but mocke 
lur cheated eyes ? From ſoobdure a rock 

lun water flow ? iveeping will make thee faire, 
Nepe till thy mariaze day; that who repaire 
ligrace thy feaſt, may fall « weeping too, 

1rd, in 4 mirrour,, ſee what teares can doe. 

Vile trumpet ! did thy {avg thoughts ere wrong 
Ih iudgerzent ſo; to thinke, Demagoras tongue 
Wa ſo abuſe his honour, as to ſue | 
For ſerious lowe ? Sobaſe a thing as you 
We thinks) ſhould rather fixe your wanton eyes 
hon ſore eaſie eroome, that Joys foriſe 


ko 


Fule Sorcereſſe ! Could thy proſperous attrons think \ 
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'B2 Argalus and Parthenia. 


Into his maſters faueur, for your ſake, 
I, this had beene preferment, like to make 
A hopefull fortune : thoupreſumptuous traſh ! 
What was my courtſhip ? but themintts daſh 
Of youthful paſſion, ts allay the duſt 
-. .Of my deſires, and exuberous Inſt ? 
7 ſcorne thee rothe ſoule, and hire Iſland 
Bound for renenge, wherets I ſet my hand. 

With that, he caught her rudely by the faire 
And bounteous treaſure of her Nymph-like hayre, 
And, by it, dragd her onthe duſty floore : 

He ſtopt her mouth, tor teare the ſhould implore 
An aid from heauen, ſhe {wounding in the place, 
His ſalvage hands beſmear' her liveleſle face 
- . With horrid poyſon, thinking ſhe was dead, 

; Heleft her breathlefle, and away he fled. 

| Come, come ye FUries, you malignant ſpirits, 
Infernall Harpies, or what, elſe, inherits 
The land of darkneſſe: you, who ag conuerſe 
With damned ſoules; you, you that can rehearſe 


The horrid fa&s of willanies, and cantell [5 


How euery hell hound leokes, that roares in hell; 
Suruey them all, and, then, informe my pen, 
To araw in oxe, the monſter of all men, 
Teach me tolimme a villaine, and to paint 
With dextrous art, the baſeſt Sycophant, 

That ere the mouthof inſolext d:ſdaine 

Y ouchſaf d to ſpit vpon; the ripened blaine 

Of all diſeaſed humours, fit for none 

But does tolift their haſty legs vpos : 

So cleare mens eyes, that whoſoe're ſhall ſte 

The type of baſepeſſe ,p1ay cry, This is He, 
Let hi reproach beaperpezuall blot 
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I Honours booke > Let his remembrance rot 
pil good mindes : Let none but villaines call 
Ws bugbeare name to memory, wherewithall 
fright their bauling baſtaras : Let no ſþell 
k fourid more potent, to prenaile in hell, 
then the nine letters of his charme-like name; 
Which, let our baſhfull Chriſcroſſe row diſclatme 
the worlds end, not fitting to be ſet | 
$1 mwtes, withinthe lewiſh Alphabet. 
But harke! Am I decein'd,or doe T heare 
ſhevoice of Arg/us ſoundingin mine care > 
ecalls Parthenia : No, that tongue can be 
No counterfeit : He's come: 'tis he.,'tis he. 
Welcome too late, that art now come too ſoone;, = &$ 
Jad chou bin here, this deed had ne'rebin done. 
Alas ! when louers linger, and outgoe 
heir promis'd date, they kngw not what they doe » 
en fondly ſay, that womenare too fond , 
itparting, to require ſo ſtrict abond. 
or quicke returne : Poore ſoules ! 'tis they endure 
times the danger of the forteiture, - ER, 
dame them not; for miſchiefe {till attends 7-8 
ſpon the too long abſence of true friends. 
Well, Argalys 18 come, and feekes about 
aeuery roome, to finde Parthenia Out; 
& akes, enquiers; but all lips are ſparing 
10be the authors of ill newes, not daring 
loſpeake thetruth; they all amazed ſtand; 
nd now, my Lord'sas fearfull to demand, 
aes not enquireherhealth, leſt his ſadeare | 
ould heare ſuch words, ashe's afraid to heare ?. .. 
All lips are boulred with a linnen barre, - 
ud eucry eye does, like ablazing Bar, 
| — Portend 
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Portend ſome euill, no language findesa leake. © 
The leſle they ſpeake,the more he feares to peake, 
Faces grow ſad; and every priuate eare Fe 
Is turn'd a Cloſet for the. whiſperer, = 

He walkesthe roome, and like an vnknowne ſtranger 
They cye him; fromeact eye, he picks a danger. 
Arlaſt, hislipsnot daring to importune | 

$ What none dare tell him, vnexpected fortune 
Leads his raſh ſteps into a darkned roome; 

A place more black thennight; no ſooner come, 
But he was welcom'd with a ſigh, as deepe 

As a ſpent heart could giue; be hard one weepe, 
And by the noiſe of groanesand ſobs, was led 
(Hauing none other guide) to the ſad bed, 


Who it (ſaid he )that calls vntimely n1ght 
To hide thoſe griefes that thus abiure the light ? . 
. - Withthat, as if her heart had rent in two, .  - 


She paſt a ſigh, and ſaid, 0 aske not who ? 
Free not my tongue to make a forc'd reply 
Toyour demand : Alas ! it 15notl1 - 
© ' Not 1(faidhe?) what a language ave I heare: 


| D arkneſſe may flop mine eye, but not mineeare, 
: It is my deare Parthenia'Sworice; ah me, 
; And can Parthenia , #ot Parthenia be ? 


What meanes this word,( Alas! itisnot TI?) 
What ſudden ill hath taught thee to deny. y 
Thy ſelfe ? or what can Argalus they claime, 
Tf his Parthenia be not the ſame, 

She was, alas, it ſeemes tome all one 

To ſay, Thou art not hers, that's nat her owne. 
Can hills forzet their pondrous bulk, and flye, 
Like wanaring Atomes, in the empty sky ? 

Or can the heauens, (growne idle) net fulfil 
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Their certaine reuolutions, but ſtand fl, 
And leaue their conſtant motion for the winde 
inherit ? Cap Parthenia change her minde ? 
Heauen ſooner ſhall ſtand ftill, and earth remone, 
Fre my Parthenia falſifie her loue : 
Pnfold thy Riddle then, and tell me, why 
Thoſe Lips ſhould ſay, (Alas it is not I.) 
Wheretoſhe thus reply*d; 0 doe not thou 
is wrong thy noble thoughts, 45 once t allow 
JThat curſed name a roome, within thy breſt, 
Let not ſo foule a prodigy be bleſt 
With thy loſt breath; Let it be held a ſin 
Tw ereat for pardon, e're toname't agen; 
Let darkneſſe hide it in eternall night, 
May it be clad with horror, to aff right 
AdeſÞ rate conſcience; He that knowes not how 
To mouthe 4 curſe, O let him pradtiſe now 
Fpon this name; Let him that would contract 
The body of all miſchiefe, or extradt 
| The quint (ſence of all ſorrowe, onely claime 
MA ſecret priniledge to vſe that name : 
Far be it from thy language, to commit 
59 foule 4 ſin, as once to mentiontt : 
| Li%e happy Arg'lus; doe not thou partake 
In theſe my miſeries : O forbeare to make 
My burthen greater, by thy tenaer. ſorrow; 
Ales, my heart is ſtrong, and needs nos borrow 
Thy needleſſe helpe : O be not thou ſo cruel 
To feed my flaming fiers, with thy fuell, 
Why doft thou ſigh ? O wherefore ſhould thy heart 
Fſurpe my ſtage , and act Parthenia's part ? 
It is 9y proper taske : what doſt thou meane, 
Without my Ucence, i0 intrude my Sceane ? 
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þ &CAlaes! thy ſorrowes eaſe notmy aiſtreſſe HINT 1 
c * God knowes, I weepe ONE pics refs leſſe : Phe 
My patent 's ſign'd and paſt; whereby appeares *# 
That I haue got the Monopoly of teares : [hu 
Tm me, let each mans rorment finde anends _ bY 
T ain that Sea, to which all Rivers tend : | L j is 
> Letallſpeut mourners, that can weepe no more Or if 
Take teares 0n truſt, and [et them on my ſcore. p 
And as ſhe ſpake that word, his heartnot able q” 
To beare a language fo vnſufferable, 4 
4 But being {wolne ſo big, muſt either breake if 
| Or vent,his darkenedreaſon grew roo weake _ 
T'oppoſe his quickned paſhon (like a man Bey! 
Tranſported from himſelfe) he thus began: - 
Aceurſed darkneſie! Thos (ad rype of dear! Ir 
Tifernall Hagge, whoſe dwelling ts beneath | L a 
FW hat meanes thy boldpeſſe tovſurpethisroome, - 
Aud force a night , before the night be come I A 
Get, get thee downe, and keepe within thy liſts; Ln: 
Goe reuell there, and harle thy hideous miſs x # 
Before thoſe curſed eyes, that take delight | "4 
Is viter darkeneſſc, and abhorre the light; ” 
Returne thee tothy dungeon, whence thou came - 
And hige thoſe faces, whoſe enfernall flame F 
Cals for more darkneſſe, and whoſe tortur d ſoules 3 
Craxe the protection of th obſcureſt holes, Tt 

To ſcape ſome laſhes, and auoid thoſe ſtric _ 
And horrid plagues the furies doe inflict : Fo 
But if thou needs muſt ramble here, aboue ; © 
Goe to ſome other Clymate, audremoue : 4 
T hy valy preſence fromour darkued eyes, Hi 
T hat bateihy Tyranny : Goe exerciſe I 


Thy power in Grouts, and ſolitary ſprings, H 
| Where | 
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where Bats are ſubietts, and where Owles are kings: 
Cor to the granes, and fill thoſe empty roomes, 
ITht ſuch as ſlumber in their ſilent Toombs 
yay bleſſe thy welcome ſhades, and lie poſſeſt 
of vnd:fturbed and eternal reſt. | 
br if thy more ambitions fors deſire g 
Tr haunt the Luing, haſte thee, and retire | : 
irs ſome Cloiſter, and there ſiand betweene 
The light, and thoſe that faine would ſin, viſeene; 
BGft themthere, and let thy wely ſhapes 
Fcunt nance cloſe treaſons, and inceſtuous rapes: : 
Bemight thoſe roomes ; and aid all ſuch as feare 
The eye of heanes ; Goe ., cloſe thy curtaines there , 
Wee need thee not ( foule witch) away away 
Thou hid ft more beautie then the noone of da 
(un zine; O thou, that haſt ſo rudely hurl'd 
0nthis darke bed, theglory of the world. 

So ſaid; Abruptly hee the roome departs, 
| His cheekes looke pale, his curled haire vpſtarts 
Like quils of Porcupines, and from his eye 
Quicke flaſhes like the flames of lightning flye, 
He calls for light; the light no ſooner come, 
But his owne hand:conuayes it to the roome 
From whence he came, and as he entred in 
He bleſt himfelfe; he bleſt himſclteagin; 
Thrice did he bleſſe himſelfe, and after ſaid, 
| Feule witch, beon; and let thy diſmall ſhaae 

Forſake this place, Let thy darke fozs obey 
breat Valcans charge; In Vulcans name, away; 
orif thy flout rebellion ſhall diſclaims 
Hi ſoueraignty, inmy Parthenia's name 
Icharme thee hence. And as that word flewout ,, 


He ſteps to that ſad bed, where round about,  . 
| LepSLO acl DCU, | ) Clogd 


 Clos'd werethe curtaines, as if darkneſſe did 


Command that ſuchaTewell ſhould be hid : A 
His left hand held the tapour, and his right fred 

- Enforc'd the curtaines, to abſolue the light, Urs 
Which done; appear'd before his wondring eye To f 
+ The true{t pourtrait of deformity, Ih 
As e're the Sun beheld : That louely face Why 
That was, of late, the modell ofall grace Whe 
And peereleſſe beauty, whoſe imperious eyes Tb 
Rauithr where e're they lookt, and did ſurpriſe _ Beal 

| The very ſoules of men, the, ſhe of whom Ber 
Nature her ſelfe was proud, is now become Bet 
So loath'd an obie&, ſo deform'd, diſguiz'd, Thy 
As darkneſle, for mans ſake, was well aduis'd Je 4 
Tocloath in nuts, leaſt any were incited Tſp 
To ſee that face, and ſodepart affrighred. tl 
Allthis when Argalws beheld, and found nf 
It was no dreame, he fell vpon the ground; - Cine 
And rau'd, and roſe agen; ſtood ſtill, and gaz'd; otþ 
At firſt he ſtartled, then he ſtood amaz d; Thy 
Lookes now vpon the light; and now on her; That 
One while his tyred fancy does refer Atte 
His thoughtsto filence;as his thoughts encreaſe, OT 
 Hispaſſion ſtrives for vent, and breakes that peace, Jy, 
Which conquer'd reaſon had, of late, concluded, Thos 
And thus began, Are theſe falſe eyes deluded ? I Fro: 
Or haxe inchanted miſts ſtept in betweene Thet 
My abuſed eyes, and what mine eyes haue ſeent * Hen 
No, miſchiefe cannot att ſp faire 4 part, but i 
T affright in ieit, it goes beyoudthe art | The 
Of all blacke bookes,to maske with ſuch diſguiſe, Wit) 


So ſweet a face; I know that theſe are eyes, 
And thi a light, Falſe miſts could neuer be 


Betwixt 
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Wictwixt my poore Parthenia, and we. 

Accurſed Tapour ! what infernall pright 
preath'd in thy face ? what Fury gaue thee light ! 
Thou impe of Phlegeton; who let thee in, 

To force a day, before the day begin ? 
Who brought thee hither ? I ? aid 1? From whoms 
What leane chapt fury did I ſnatch thee from ? 
When as this curſed hand did goe about 

Tobring thee in, why went not theſe eyes out ? 
keall ſuch Tapours curſed, for thy ſake: 

Nere ſhine, but at ſome Vigil, or ſad Wake, 

Re nener ſeenc, but when as ſorrow cals 

Thy needfall helpe to nightly funerals, 

Be4s 4 May-game for th amaed Bat 

To ſport pr AS and Owles, to wonder at : 

tl haunt the Chancels at a midnight knell, 
fright the Sexton from his paſiing Bell : 

Cine Gght to none but treaſons, and be hid 
Intheir darke-lanthorns : Let all mirth forbid 
Thy treacherous flames the roome : and if that none 
ihall deigne to put thee out, goe out alone; 

litexd ſore mifers table, and then waſie 

T1 ſoone, that he may curſe thee for thy haſte; 
Burne dime for ever + Let that flatt ring light 
Thou feed ft, conſume thy ſtock : be bamſht quite 
From Cupids Court : When loners goe about 
Their ftolne pleaſures, let your flames gee ont, 
Henceforth be w/ſefull to no other ena, 

But owely to burne day light, or attend 

The midnight Cups of ſuch as fhall reſigne, 

With vſurie, their indigeſted wine: 

Why doſt thou burne ſocleare ? Alas ! theſe eyes, 


Diſcernetog wuch; Thy wanton blaze doth riſe Ti 
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Too high apitch : Thou burnſt too brieht, for ſuch 
As ſeri fort O thou ſhin ſt too Kr f 
Wy hy doſt thou ext me ? 1s thy flame ſo ſlout 
T* endure my breath ? This breath ſhall puffe thee ont. 
T hs, thus my ioyes are quite extinguiſht, neuer 
Tobe reniu'd : Thus cone, thus gone for ener. 
Withthat, tranſported witha furious haſt, 
He blew it out : but mark, that very blaſt 
(As ifit meant, on purpoſe, to difclaime 
His deſp'rat thoughrs) reuiu'd th'extinguiſht flame.. 
He ſtands amaz'd: and, hauing mus'da while, 
Beholds the Tapour, and begins ro ſmile. 
And can the gods themſelues({aid he) contriue 
' Away for hope ? Can my paſt ioyes reuine, 
Like this rekindled fier ? If they ave, 
T'le curſe my lips (bright Lamp) for curſing you. 
Eternall Fates ! Deale fairely. adlly not - 
Tf your hid bounties haue reſeru'd a lot 
Beyond my wained hopes, be.it expreſt 
Tr open view; make haſte, and doe your beſt - 
But if your Iuſtice-be determin d ſo, 
T0exerciſe your Vengeance 0n my woe, 
Strengthen not what at length you meane to burſt, 
Strike home betimes, diſpatch; and doe your worſt : 
T hat burthen is too great for him ts beare 
That's eauenly poiſed betwixt hope and feare. 
And there he ftopt; as fearing to moleſt 
The filent peace of her diſſembled reſt. 
He gaz d vpon her, ſtoodas ina trance; = 
Sometimes her liueleſſe hand he would aduance 
To his ſad lips; then fteale it downe agen; 
Sometimes; atteare would fall vpon't; and then 
A ſigh muſt dry it; Every kiſſe did beare 
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A ſigh; and every {1gh begat ateare - 

Hekiſty ſhe ſ1ghd; he wept, and, fora ſpace, 

He fixt hits eye vpon her wounded face, 

And, ina whiſpering language, he disburs'd 

His various thoughts; thus, with himſelfe,diſcours'd. 
Aid were the Sun beames of thoſe eyes too fierce 

For mortall view ? Or did thoſe fires diſperſe 

Flames toa conſuming for th amaz/d beholder ? 

or did thy youth make treaſon e're the bolder 

To flaine that brow, andby a midnight theft 

Toſteale more veanty, then the day had left ? 
or aid that blinde, that childiſh god diſcry 

Akinde of twilight from that heaueply eye, 

Which, oner-bricht, he ſought to make more dim, 


I 3) blurring that, which, elſe, had blafted hins ? 


or vid the Sea-berne Goddeſſe- Quecene repine 
Toſee her ſtar ſo much out ſhone by thine, 
And fild with rage, and enmons deſpight, 


{ Sent downe a cloud eclipſe ſo faire alight ? 


Or did the wiſer ras hojc 


This likely danger, that when men ſhould ſee 
| Sobright a Lampe, fearmg they ſhould commit 
| Such ſweet 1dolatry, benighted it ? 


Or did the too tos careful gods conſpire 


| 4 zood for man, tranſcending mans deſire, 
| And knowing ſuch an eye too bright for any, 


Cane it a wound, leſt it ſhorld wound too many * 
If ſothey meant, they might hane by more kinde 
To ſawe that beauty, aud hane ſtrucke vs blind. 
Before the ſound of his laſt breath was gon, 
Her ſpeech (being marſhall'd witha powerfull groan, 
Through the rude confluence,and amazed throng 


Of her diſtratedthoughts) her feeble tongue 
Lo I 2 Wept 
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Wept forth theſe words; This fleet, thres tranſitory 


Hoſt dcare Parthenia ( Argalus reply dj 
Had thy deceined eyc but ſtept aſide, 
And lookt upon thy Argalus his breſt, 
I know, I know thy lanzuaze had profeſt 
Another faith : thy lips had ne're le flie, 
At vnawares, ſygreat an Herehie - 
T is not the change of fauour, that can change 
My heart, nor Time, nor Fortune can ſtrange. 
Hy beſt affections, ſo for ener ſixt 
Onthee, nothing,but Death, can comebetwixt 
My ſoule, and thine, If Thad loud thy face, 
Thy face alons; my fancy had gines place, 
Ere this, to freſh deſires, and attended 
F' pon new fortunes, and the old had ended. 
If Thad low d thee, for thy heauenly eye, 


\ [Book IT. Argaliu and Parthenia, 
Imight hane courted the bright maieſty 
of Titan : If thy curious lips had ſnar'd 
Jy lick iſh thoughts, 1 might haue ſoone prepar d 
A bluſhizg Currall, or ſome full ripe Chery, 
Andpleas d my lips, wntill my lips were weary, 
I or if the ſoot hneſſe of thy whiter brow 
Bad charm d mine eyes, and made my fancy bow 
Tromtward objects, poliſht Marble might 
Fane given as much content, as much delight. 
{nbriefe, had Argalus his flatter 'd eye 
I in pleas'd with beauties bare Epitomy, 
Thy curious picture might haue then ſupply'd 
Mywants, more full, then all the world beſide, 
No, 10, Twas neither brow, nor lip, nor eye b 
Nor any outward exc lence vrg'd me, why | 
To love Panthenia : 'T was thy better part, 
Which miſchiefe could not wrong, ſurpris d my hears. 
Thy beauty was but like a Chriſtall caſe, 
I Throuzh which, the Tewell of admired grace 
$ Tranſparent was, whoſe hidden worth did make LN 
I Me loue the Casket for the Tewels ſake: | | WI 


No, no; my well aduiſed eye pierc ain Wi. 
| leyond the filme, ſunk deeper then the skin; = JF 
Elſe, had I now bin chang d,and that firme duty $1908! 
l owe my wvowes, had faded, with thy beauty; 
Nay, weepe not (my Parthenia,) let thoſe teares Bed ff 
I Vere waile that loſſe, which a few after yeares Wl! 4 
Had claim'd as dues Cheare wp, thou haſt ſerſoven Ih t'! 
But that, which ſickneſſe would (perchance) haue taken, 
With ereater diſaduantaze; or elſe age, 
| That common euill, which Art cannot aſſwage; 
beety's but bare opinion : Whute and Red 
Have 0 more primiedge, but what is bred 
l 4 


ES my 7 
We: 


64 


 Argalus and Parthenia. 


By humane fancie; which was ne're confinde 
To certaine bounds, but varies like the winde, 
What one man likes , another diſreſpects, 

Ard what a third moſt hates, a fourth, affetts, 
The Negro's eye thinkes blacke beyond compare, 


And what would fright vs moſt, they count moſt faire - 


If then opinion be the Tutch, whereby 

All beautie's tride, Partihenia, in wy eye 

Out-ſhines faire Hellen ; or who elſe ſhebe, 

That is more rich in beanties wealth then ſhe. 

Cheare vp + The Soneraignty of thy worth, enfranches 
T hy captiue beauty, and thy vertue blanches 

Theſe ſtaines of fortune; Come, it matters not 
What others thinke - 4 letter's but ablot 

Toſuch as cannot reade but, who hane skit!, 

Can know the faire impreſ$.0n of a Qnill, 

From groſſe and heedleſſe blurres, and ſuch can think 
No paper foule, that's fairely writ with Inke : 
What others hold a blemiſh in thy face, 

My skilfull eyes reade Charadters of grace; 

What hinders then, but that without delay, 
Triumph may celebrate our nuptiall day ? 

She that hath onely vertue to her pa 4 
Thoughwanting beautie, is the faireſt Bride. 

A Bride ? ({aid ſhe) ſuch Brides as 1, can have 

No fitter bridall Chamber, then a Grant; 

Death is my bridegroome, and to welcome Death, 
Aly loyall heart ſhall plight a ſecond faith, 

And when that day ſhall come, that ioyfull day, 
Wherein tranſcendent pleaſures ſhall allay 


. The heat of all my ſorrowes, and contoyne 7 
My palefac'd Bridegrooms tingring hand,with mint; 


Theſe Ceremonies and theſe Triumphs ſpall 
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tttendthe day,to gracethat Day withall. 
Time with his empty Howrezlaſſe ſhall lead 

The Triumph en, Hts winged hoofes ſhall tread 

ily paces; After him, there ſhall enſue 

The chaft D1ana, with her Virgin crew, 

fl irown'd with Cypreſſegirlands, 1 After whons 

hranke, th'iimpartiall Deſtinies ſhall come, 

Then in a ſable Chariot faintly drawne 

With harwaſt Virgins wail 'd with pureſt lawne, 

The Bride ſhall ſit, Deſpaire and Griefe ſhall ſtand 

like heartleſſe bridemaids vpor eyther hand, 

Tjon the Charist top, there ſhall beplac'd 


Yrhe little winged god with arme wnbrac'd, 


tnd bow vnbent, his drooping wings muſt hide 
EIinaked knees, his Quiver by his fpde 


Inſt be vnarmed,and either hand muſt hold 
{banner; where,with CharaCters of 201d 


Ihall be decipher d (fit for enery eye 


ITread, that runs) Faith, Loue, aud Conſtancy.. 
IlNext after, Hope, in a diſcoloured weed, 

1'hall ſadly march alone : A ſlender reed 

hf guide her feeole ſteps, and in her hand, 
1{broken Anchor all beſmear d with ſand. - 


1nd after all, the Bridegroome ſhall appeare 
ike Iones Lieutenant, and bring vp the Reare; 
[7 [hall be monntedon 4 Coale-blacke fieea: 
[®s hand ſhall hold a Dart; on which, ſhall bleed 
pierced heart, wherein, a former wound 

Which Cupids 1auelin extred ſhall be found. 
When as theſe Triumphes ſhall adorne our feaſt. 
[t Argalus be my inwited gueſt, 
141d let him bid me nuptiall loy : from whors. 


—— = CO 


66 Argalus and Parthevia. Bookiio 


ITS EIN FD HE TRIne ————— FE 
With that; as if his count nace had thought ood Yor! 


I 


To weare Death's colours; or as it his blood = 
 Hadbeene imployed to condolethe ſmart 

And torment of his poore afflicted heart, 

He thus beſpake : YVnhappreſt of all men, 

Why dee T line ? Is Death my Rinall then ? 
 Vwequall chance ! Had it bin fleſh and blood, Fitht 


I could haue grapled, and (perchancet withſtood fark 
Some ſtout encounters : Had an armed hoſt My 
Of mortall riualls ventur'd to have cro#t the 
My beſt deſjers; my Partheniaes eye Poti1 

| Had giuen me power to make that army fly Tarn 
Like frighted Lambs, before the Wolte; But thou That 
Before whoſe preſence, all muſt floope and bow leaſe 
T heir ſeruile necks, what weapow ſhai T hold Whe 
Againſt thy hand, that will not be controll'd ? ind 
Great enemie | whoſe kingdome 5 in the duſt Ha 
And darkeſome Canes; 1 know that thou art iuft, Tha 
Elſe had the gods ne'retruſtiedro thy hand - kece 
So great 4 priniledge,ſo large command ; Y 
And iuriſdictions re the liues of men, hy 
To kill, or ſaue enen whom thon pleaſe, and when, 7 | 
0, ſuffer not Partheniacs tempting teares A 
To moue thy heart, Let thy hard hearted eares A 
Be deafe to all her ſuits : If (he profeſſe I... 


. Aﬀettion ts thee, beleene nothing leſſe; L-;. 
She's my berethed ſpouſe and Hymens bands ” 
Haue firmely ioyn'd our hearts, though not our hana, = 
Where plighted faith, and ſacro-ſandtius vove 


Hath giuen poſſeſſion, d:ſpoſſeſſe not thow. w \ 
Be inft, and though her briny lips bewaile Fr Y 


Her griefe with teares, let nat thoſe teares prenaile. 
Whom heauens hane ioy# d, thy hands may nos a1ſioyne, 
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"JorPartheniacs; and Partheniaes mine, 
ls !we are but one; Then thou muſt cither 
Irfuſe v5 both, or, elſe, take both together, 
Þ My deare Parthenia, lt no cloudy paſſion 
of dull acſpaire moleſt thee, or unfaſhion 
ſhy better thoughts, to make thy tronbled mind 
ther forgetful, or thy ſelfe unkind. 
lturze not my pining hopes, with longer ſlay, 
Wy love hath wings, and brookes no long delay, 
thowers vp and downe, and cannot ref 
Pmillit light andperch wpon thy breſt. 
Wſirment nor him, within theſe ungring fires, 
That 5 rackt already on hu owne deſires, 
ſrale and deliner as thy deed, that band, 
Vhereto thy promiſt faith hath ſet her hand, 
lnd what our plighted hearts, and mutuall vow 
BHane ſo long ſince begnn ,O finiſh now, . 
That our imper fect and halfe pleaſures may 
Receine perfection, by 4 mariage day. 


Wherero, ſhe thus; Had the pleas'd God aboue, 


7g wy faults, and made we fit for 1oue 

Nobleſſe at large, Had all the powers of heauen 

(Toboaſt the utmoſt of their bounty) giuen 

4s great addition to my flender fortune 

5 they could gine,or courtous mind importune 

Ivow to heauen and all thoſe heauenly powers, 

They ſhould no ſooner beene made mine, by yours. 

wh had my fortunes ſlaid but at the rate 

They were; had I remained in that ftate 

Ives (although, at beſt, unworthy farre 

fſuch a peerleſſe blefling as you are) 

ly deare acceptance ſhould hauc fill d my haart 

@rfull of inyes, as now it is of ſmart, 
: K 
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But, as I am, let angry loue then vent 
On me hu plagues, till all his plagues be ſpent. 
And when I roare, let heauen my paines deride, 
When I match Argalus to ſuch a Bride. 
_ Line happy, Argalus, let thy ſoule recejue 
What bleſSings.peore Patthenia cannot haue: 
Line happy : May thy ioyes be nener done, 
But let one bleſſing draw another on - 
O may thy better CAngetl match and ward 
Thy ſoule, and pitch an exerlaſting guard 
Abont the portals of thy tender heart, 
And ſhowre downe bleſiiugs whereſoere thou art; 
Let allthy ioyes be as themonth of May, 
And allthy dayes be as a mar'age day. 
Let ſorrow, ſickneſſe, and 4 troubled minde 
Be ſtrangers to thee, Let them neuer finde 
Thy heart at home, Let Fortune flill alot 
Such lawleſſe gueſts to theſe that loue thee not + 
And let thoſebleſiings, which ſball wanting be 
To ſuch as merit none, alizht onthee. 
That mutual faith, betwixt vs, that of late 
Hath paſt, I cine theef#eedowe to tranſlate 
F pon the merits of ſame jitter ſpouſe : 
T giue thee leaue,and freely quit thy vowes. 
I call the gods to witneſſe, nething ſhall * 
More bleſſe my ſoulez, nocomfort can befall 
More truly welcome tome, then to ſee 
My Argalus, (whatere become of me) 
So linckt in wedlock, as ſhall moſt augment 
Hs: greater honour, and hu true content: 
With that, a ſuddenand tempefiuous tyde 
Of teares ozxewhelnid.her language, and defyde 
A paſlage; but when ations {peRt;, \\ " 
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the thus proceeds : Tow gods, if you are bent 
W149 my Tragedy, why dove you wrong 
(ur patience ſo, to make the play ſo long ? 


Tm dwell too long, tos long, wpon one part. 
Kbriefe, and take aduantaze of your odds, 
Jon ſimple maide, azainſt ſo many gods ? 


ld not be conquer d yet ? Conioyne your might, 


lndſend her ſoule into eternall night, 

What lines too long a day; Ie not rehls 

| Pided you ſtrike home, ſtrike where ye lift. 
lcurſed be that Day, wherein theſe eyes 
Wirf ſaw the light, Let deſÞ'rat ſoules dewiſe 
lcurſe ſufficient for it, Let the Sun 

Were ſhine vpon it; and what ere's begus 

[hn that fatall day, let heauen forbid it 


luceſſe; if not , to enſnare the hand, that didit. 


. Jhy was 1 borne ? Or, being borne, O why 
| PPidnot my fonder nurſes Lullaby 
(Een whilſt my lips wert hanging on her breſt) 
lng her poore Babe to everlaſting reſt ? 
I'thenmy infant ſoule had neuer knowne 


Thi world of eriefe, beneath whoſe weight I groan: 


V,no, it had not : He that dyes in's prime, 
ljeeds a long buſineſſe, in a Uitile time. 


It 1rgalus (whoſe moreextreame deſire, 


napt ro yeeld, like water-ſprinkled fire, 
Did blaze the more(impatient ofdenyall, 
Gave thus an onſet to a further tryall, 


Life of my Soule, By whom, next heaven] breath, 


Exceting whom, I hauenofriend but Death, 
Now Can thy wiſhes eaſe my griefe, or fland. | 
Jul miſeric in ftead, when 45 thy band, 
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And nothing but thy helping hand can True me "vo 
Reliefe, and yet refuſes to relieue me ? | I es 
Strange kinde of Charity ! when, beins afflicted, © At 
1 finde beſt wiſhes, yet am interdidted Thi 
Of thoſe beſt wi ſhes, and muſt be remou'd An 
From lones entoyment, why ? Becaaſe belon'd. Fri 

& Alas! alas! Howcan thy wiſhes be It 

« ÞAbleſſing to me, if unbleſt inthee ? i 4 
Thy beauty's gone, (thou ſazeſt; ) why, let it 0c; Wh 

. Helenes but ill, that lones but for a ſhow, Str 

« Thybeauty i ſupply d in my affettion, —_ ; 

© That nener yet was ſlauc to a complexion. Or 
Shall euery day, wherein the earth does lacks BY 
The Suns reflex, b expell'd the Almanacke ? A 
Or ſhall thy oner-curious ſteps forbeare Pe 
A garden , cauſe there be no Roſes there ? -& 
Or ſhall the ſuzſct of Parthenia's beauty Se 
Enforce my iudgement to neglect that duty, BY: 

"DE The which my beſt aduis'd «ffettion owes | 
Her ſacred vertue, and my ſolemne vowes ? 15 

7 Neo, ne, it lyes not i# the power of Fate, T 

> Tomake Parthenia too vnfortunate, IE 

» For Argalus 10love. 1 © 

Jt i as eaſie for Parthenia's heart | f 
To prone leſſe vertuous, as for me to ftart | 4 
From my firme faith: The flame that honours breath } 
Hath blowne, nothing hath power to quench, but death, 7 
T hou giu' ſt me leaue to chuſe a fitter ſpouſe, } 
And freedome torecall, to quit theſe Vowes [ 

' Ttooke : Who game thee licenſeta diſpenſe # 
With ſuch falſe tongues, as offer violence J 
To plighted faith ? Alas, thou canft not free ; 


Thy ſelfe, mu h leſſe haſt Power 46 licenſe me * ma 
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| Vowes car admit no change, They ſtill perſeuer Dn: 
{ Heainft all chance, they binde, they bind: Yh ener : 7 


4 vow's a holy thing; no common breath, 
The limuts of a vow, is heanen and death, 


% 


4 vow that s paſt, is4ike a bird that's flowne "36 
From out thy hand, can be recali'd by none, c 
It dies not, like a time beguiling Teſt, £ 
As ſoone 15 vented, lines not inthe breft, C 
When wtterd once; but is a ſacred word, c 
Straight enterd inthe ftrift and cloſe record ' 
of heauen; It is net like a Iuglers knot, c 
Or faſt, or looſe,as pleaſes s,or net. k 
Since then thy vowes can finae no diſpenſation, z 
And may not be recall'd, recall thy paſſion; ' 
Performe, per forme what now it ts too late : 


T vnwiſh againe;too ſoone to violate; : 
Steke not to quit what heauen denies to free, 7 
| Zerforme thy vowes to heauen;thy vowes to me. 
1 Thricedearer then my ſoule,(ſhe thus replide) 
| Had my owne pamper d fancy beene the guiae 
To my affettion,1 had condeſcended 
| Ere this to your requeſt, which had befriended 
| Oy beſt defiers too; 1 lou'd not thee | 
For my owne pleaſure in that baſe degree, 
4s gluttons doe their diet who aiſpence = 
With unwaſhd hands,(left they ſhould giue offence 
To their erip'd ftomackes when a minntes ſtay _ 
Wil make them curſe occaſion all the aay. ) 
Ilou'd not fo, My firft deſires did ſpring 
From thy owne worth; and as a ſacred thing, 
Ialmayes view'd ther whon my Jeaie commands 
Me not prophane with theſe defiled hanas : 
Th true; Performance i 4adevi we owe - mY 
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ToVowes, and nothing's dearer then a Vow. 
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Yet when the gods doe ranuiſh from our hand * 
The meanes to keepe it, tis 4 countermand. 

He that bath vow dto ſacrifice each day 

At Iuno's Altar's bound, and muſs obey, 
Brut if (being vnder vow ) —_— doe pleaſe 
To ſtrike himwith a leperous ;ſeaſe, 

Or foule infettien, which is better now, 
Prophane the Altar, or to breake the vow >. 
The caſe is mine, where then the gods diſpenſe, 
We may be bold, yet tender nooffence. 

Aamit it were aneuill, tw our beſt 

Of neceſſary ills, to chooſe the leaſt. 

T be gods are good : The ſtrict recogniſance 
Of vowes, ts onely taken to aduance 


' The good of man; Now if that good prove ill, 
. We may refuſe, our vowes intire ſtill. 


Tvow amariage; why > becauſe I ave 

Entirely affe&t that man, my vowes arc to, 2 
But if ſome foule diſeaſe ſhould imterpoſe 

Betwixt our promis d mariage, and our vowes; 

The ſtrict performance of thoſe vowes muſt prout 

I wrong; andtherefore lone not , whom 1 loae. 

T hen wrge ne more : Let my denyall be 

Aplede ſufficient twixt my loue and thee. 

So ended ſhe : But vehement deſire, 

(That can be quenchr with No; no more, then fire, 
With oyle; and can ſubmit to no condition) = 
Lends him new breath : Love makes a Rhetoritian; | 
He ſpeakes : fhe anſwers : He, afreſh, replyes; 
He ftourly ſues; As ſtoutly ſhe denyes. 

He begs in vaine; and ſhe denies in vainez 

For ſhe denies againe; He begs againe; 
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Atlaſt, both weary, he his ſuiteadiournes. 
For louers dayes are good, and bad by turnes. ) 
He bids farewell : As if the heart of either 

Gave but one motion, they both figh'd together. 

She bids farewell, and yet ſhe bids 1t ſo, 

 Asit her farewell ended, ifhe goe; 


He bids farewell; but ſo, as if delay . 
Had promis'd better farewells to his ſtay. ms 
She bids farewell; but holds his hand fo faſt, 7 
As ifthat farewell, ſhould nor be the laſt. n 


Both f1gh'd,both wepr,and both, being heauy harted, 
She bids farewell; Oy tarewcll, and parted, 
So parted they : Now Arealus is gone; 
1 And now Parthenia's weeping all alone; 
$ And like the widowed Turtle, ſhe bewailes 
The abſence of her mate : Paſhon preualles 
Aboue her ſtrength : Now her poore heart can tell, 
| Whar's heanen, by wanting heauen, and what is hell 
1 By her owne torments : Sorrow now does play 
! The Tyrants part; Aﬀe&tion muk obey; 
1 And, likea weathercocke, her various minde 
Is chang'd and turn'd with every blaſt of winde. 
| lnadeſp'rate language ſke deplores her ſtate; 
| Shefaine would with; but then, ſhe knowes not what; 
Reſolues of this, of thar, and then of neither; 
She faine would flee, but then ſhe knows not whither, 
At length (conſulting with the heartleſle paire 
| Of ill adviſers, Sorrow, and Deſpaire) 
| Reſolues to take th'aduantage of that night, 
To ſteale away; and ſeeke for death, by fight; 
A Pilgrims weed her livelefle limmes addreſt 
From head to foot : A thong of leather bleſt 
| Her waſted loynes; Her feeble feet were ſhod 


nd 
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With Sandalls; In her hand a Pilgrims rod. © 
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When as th'illuſtrious Soueraigne of the Day 
Had now begun his Circuit, to furuay lo 
His lower kingdome, hauing newly lent flis! 
The vpper world to Cynth/aes gouernment, ſol 
$ Forth went Parthen/a, and begins attend 0nc 
- Theprogreile now, which onely Death can end. * 


Goe hapleſle virgin ! Fortune be thy guide, 


And thine owne vertues; and what elſe betide, 4 
That may be proſperous : may thy merits find _ Hs 
More happineſle, then thy aifireſſed mind Tas 
© Canhope; Liue, and to atter-ages proue ls 
The great example of true Farth and Lowe : Am 
Gone, gone ſhe 1s; but whither the is gone, a 
The gods, and fortune can refoiue alone; 4 
Pardon my Quill, that isentorc'd to ſtray 4 
From a poore Lady, in an vaknowne way, I: 
To number forth her weary ſteps, or tell : 
Thoſe obvious dangers, that fo oft befel! _ 
Our poore Parthenza, 1n her pilgrimage, F. 


Or bring her miſeries on the open ſtage; :- 
Her broken ſlnmbers; her diitracted care; ; 


Her hourely feares, and frights; her hungry tare; as 
Herdaily perils; and hernightly ſcapes I's 
From rauenous beafts, and from attempted rapes, Th 
Is not my taske; who care not tO 1ncite 19 
My Readers paſhon to an appetite. A 
Weleatic Parthenia now; and our diſcourſe D; 
Muſt caſt an eye, and bend a ſetled courſe » 
To Argalus, When _Argalus (returning Th 
To viiit his Parthenia, the next morning) W 
Perceiued ſhe was fled, not knowing whuther; Ne 


Hemakesno ſtay; Conſults not with the weather; 
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ow” not to thinke, but claps his haſty knees 
Toh 


s fleet Courſer, and away he flees, 
His haſte enquires no way; (he needs not feare 


ſoloſe the roade, that goes he knowes not where, ) 


(ne while he pricks com the fruitfull plaines, 
ind now, he gently ſlacks his prouder reines, 
ind clames the barren hills : with freſ}) Careers 
fetryes the right Hand way; and then he veres 
His courſe vpon the left : One while he likes 

This path; when,by and by, his fancy ſtrikes 


[ſpon another tract. Sometimes, he roues 


imong the Springs, and ſolitary Groues, 
Where, on the tender barkes of ſundry trees, 
Fengraues Parthenis s name,w1th his : then flees 


ſhehopefull fallowes, with his horned hooues; 


ITothe wild Champaan :his prond Steed remoues 


fe baulkes no way; ridesouerrocke, and mountaine ; 


[When led by fortune to Dz/and's Fountaine, 
[He Rraight diſmounts his ſteed; begins to quench 
[Hs thirſty lippes; andafter thar, to drench 


His fainting limmes, in that ſweet ſtreame, wherein 


Mrthenia's dainty fingers ofr had bin. 

The Founraine was vpona ſteepe deſcent, 
Whoſe gliding current nature gauea vent | 
Through a firme rock; which Art (ro make it kno 
Toafter ages) wall'd, and roof'd with ſtone; 


woe 


Aboue the Chriſtall t5untaines head, was plac'd 


Diana's [Image (though of late detac'd:) 


| beneath, a rocky Cyſterne did retaine 


The water, ſliding through the Cocks of Caxe, 
Whoſe curious Current, the worlds greater eye 
Ne're viewed, but in his mid-day Majettie : 
itwas that Fougaine; where, inclder times 
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Poore Coryaon compos'd his rurall rimes, 
And left them eloſely hid, for his vnkinde: 
And marble hearted:Phytida to finde. 

All rites perform'd; he re-amounts his Steed, 
Redeemes his loſe of time witha new ſpeed : 
And with a freſh ſupply, his firength renewes 


His progreſſe God knowes whither, He purſues. 


His vow'd aduenture, brooking no delay, 
And (with a:mindeas doudttull as the way) 
He journies on; he left nocourſe, vnthoughr, 
No traueller, vnask'd; no place vnſought. 

To makea Iournall of cach Circum [tance; 
His change of fortunes, oreach obutouschance. 
Befell his tedious trauell :to relate 
The brane attempt of this exploit, or that; 


_ His rare atchievements, and theirfaire fucceſle; 


His noble coarage, in extreame diſtreſſe, 

His deſp rate dangers; his delinerance :- 

His high efteeme with men, which did enhanſe. 
His meanet actions to the throne of 7oxe :- 
And what he ſuffera, for Partheriaes loue, 
Would make our volumeendlefſe, apt ro try- 
The vtmoſt patience of a ftndious eye; 

All which, the bounty ofafree conceit 

May ſooner reach too, then my pen relate. 


But cill bright Cyathiaes head had three times thriſe 


Repayr'd her empty hornes, and fill'd the eyes 
Ofeazing mortalls, with her globe of light, 
This reftlefſe loner ceas'd not, day and night, 
To wander, inaſollitarie Queſt | 
For her, whoſe loue had raught him to digeft 
The dregges of ſorrow; and ro count all ioyes. 


Rar olles (weight ich her) ac laſt bur ropes. | | 
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I0fpriuate Gentry, who preferr'd the loue 
10fhis reſpected neighbours, farre aboue 
1 ſhe apith congies of th'vnconſtant Court, 
JAmbiti-us of a good, not great report. 

|bcloucd of his Prince, yet not depending 


1Vpon his perſon : and, in briefe, too ſtrong 
| Within himaſelfe, for fortunes hand to wrong: 
| Thither came wandring A£rgalws; and recein'd 


Wall his joyes, could rake, or who would firine..,, * 


Ithappened now that twiſe fixe months had run, 
Since wandring Argalzs had firit begun 
His toyleſome progreſte, who, in vaine, had ſpent 
Ayeare Of houres , and yet no encnt, 

When fortune brought him to a goodly Seat 
(Wall'd roundabour with Hills) yet not ſo great 
Asplealanr, and lefle curious tothe tight, 

Then ſtrong; yet yeelding cucn as much delight, 


14s itrength,; whoſe onely out{ide did declare 


The matters Indgement, and rhe builders care. 
Arreund the Caſtle, nature had laid out 
ſhe bounty of her treaſure; round about, 


IWell tenced meadowes (fill'd with ſummers pride) 
Ifromis'd prouifion for. the winter tide, ſtor'd 
INeere which the neighb'ring hills (well ffockt and 
IWith milkewhite flocks) did ſcuerally afford 

Jſheir fruirfull bleſſings, and deſeru'd encreaſe 
11opainfull husbandry, the childe of peace; 


Iltwas K alanders ſeat, who was the brother . © '... Þ 
I0floſt Parthenia's late deceaſed mother. DB 
{Hewas a Gemleman, whom vaine ambition 
INcre taught to vnderualue the condition c 


Vpon his favours ſo, as to be tending 
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As great content, asonethat was bereau'd 


| Texprefſc : 
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Texpreſſe a welcome to the lite, could gine : 
His richly furnifht table more expreſt 
A common bounty, then a curtous feaſt; 


Whereat, the choice of precious wines were proferd 
In liberall fort; not vrg'd,but freely offer'd, | H 
The careftull ſeruants did attend the roome,, Ht 
No need to bid them either goe or come: | Mi 
Each knew his place, his oftice,and could {py Tc 
His maſters pleaſure, in his maſters eye. I K, 
But what can reliſh plea{ing to ataſte [t 
That is diſtemper'd 2 Cana ſweet repaſt 
Pleaſea ſickepallate ? no, there's ho content Re 
Can enter Argalws, whole ſoule is bent 170 
' Totyre on his owne thoughts : XK alanders loue, I (1 
(Thatothertimes would rauiſh).cannor mone © FX 
That fixed heart, which paſhon now incites 1” 
Tabiureall pleaſures, and forſwearedelights. 
Tt fortun;d;,onaday, that dinnerending, L (E 
_ Kalanaer andhisnoble gueſts, intending -- Ni 
Texchange cheirjpleaſh res 1n the open ayre, LT! 
A meſſenger came in; and did repaire | H, 
«© Vnto Kalanatr. told'him, Thatthe end I Gi 
c Ofhis imployment, was to recommend. IN 
© A noble Lady to him(neare allyde- IF 
© Tofaire Queene Helps) whoſe vnskiltullguide 


». Had fo miſled, that ſhe does make requeſt, 


2 
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This night,to-be his bold, and vnknowne gueſt; 
And by his helpe,to be inform'd the way 

To finde tomorrow, whar ſhe loſt to day. 
Kalander (the extent of whoſe ambition 

Was to exprefſe the bounttous diſpoſition. 

Ofa frecheart, asglad of uchoccation : 
To-entertaine) return'd the falutation: 
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Ofan vnknowne ſertam; and with all profeſt 
Aprons'd welcome to (o fairea gueſt, 
Forthwith X alander, and his noble friends 
(All but poore Aregalzus, who recommends 

| His thoughts to private vſes, and confines 
His ſecret fancy tohis owne deſignes) 


| Mounted their praunſing Steeds, to giuea meeting 


To his faire gueſt; they met, bur at firſt meeting 
| Kalapder ſtood amarz'd; (forhe ſuppos'd 
| It was Parthenia)and thus his thoughts diſclos'd; 
Madam ((aid he)If theſe mine aged.eyes 
Retaine that wonted firength, which age dewics 
| To many of my yeares, 1 ſhould be bold 
1 (In viewing you) to ſay, I doe behold 
1 My ncece Parthenia's face : Nor can I be 
Perſwaded(by your leaue) but you are ſhe ? 
1 Thrice oble Sir (ſhe thus replide) your tongue 
| (Perchance) hath done the faire Parthenia wroxe, 
' Inyour miſtake, and too much honour d me, 
' That (in my indgement) wes more fit to be 
| Her foyle, then picture; yet hath many an eye 
| Ginen the like y 1-008, ſhe not berng byz 
1 Nay, more, 1 hawe bin told, that my owne mother 
Fail d often ts diſtinguiſh t one from t other. 
| Said thenKalander : If my raſh conce:t 
Hath made a fault, mine error ſhall await 
Ypons your gratious pardon, Lalone 
| Was not decein d; for neuer any oxe 
| That viewd Parthenia's viſage, but wonld mak 
1 45 great an error, by as great miſtake. 
But (Madam) for her ſake, and for your owne, 
(Whoſe worth way chaflenge 10it ſcife alone, 


| Vore ſeruice then Kalander can expreſſe) 
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T his Caſtle as your owne, which canbe bleſ 
In nothing ,nare, thenin ſo fairea euef. 
Whereto, the Lady (entring)thus replide 
Let enerlaſting ioyes be multiplide 
Within theſe gentle gates, and let them ſtand 


As laſting monuments inth Arcadian land, 


Of rare and bounteors hoſpitalitie 

T 6 after-times. Let ſtrangers paſſing by 

Bleſſe their ſucceeding heires as ſhall deſcend 

From ſach a Lord, from ſuch a noble Friend, 
When as a lutle reſpite had repair'd 

Her weary limmes, which trauell had impair'd, 

The freenefle of occaſion did preſent 


New ſubie&s to diſcourſe. wherein they ſpent Te 


No little time; among the reſt, befell 
Kalander (often ſtopt with teares) to tell 
Of Argalus and loſt Partherid's loue, 
Whoſe vndifſembled paſſion did moue 
A generall griefe; the more thar they attended 
To his ſad tale, the more they with'd it ended. 
Madan (aid he) although your wiſagebe 
Like hers yet may your fortunes diſagree; 
Poore g:rle | and as he ſpake that word, hiseyes 
Let fall a teare. The Lady thus replyes; 
My ſoule doth ſuffer for Parthenia's ſake, 
But tell me, Sir, did Argalus forſake - 
His poore Parthenia whom he low'd ſo deare ? 
How hath he ſpent his daies &re ſince ? and where ? 
Maddam (aid he) when as their marriage day 
Drew neart: miſchiefe that now was bent to play 
F pon the Stage, her ſtudied maſter-prize, 
With ougly leproſie did ſo diſguiſe 
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Her beauteous face, that ſhe became a terrouy 
| To her owne ſelfe : But Argalus the mirrouy 
of trueſ} conſtancy, (whoſe loyall heart, 
Not gu: ded by his eye, difdain'd to ſtart 
From his paſt vowes) did, in deſpight of fortune, 
Purſue his fixt deſires, and importune 
Th entended mariage neertheleſſe : but ſhe, 
1 Whom reaſon new had taught to diſagree 
With her diſtracted thoughts, ſtands deafe and mute, 
And at the laſt, to anoyd his further ſuit, 
any priuie to her flight, 
the quits the houſe,and ſteales away by night, 
| But Madam, when as Argalus perceiu'd 
That ſhe was fled; and being quite bereau'd 
I of bis laſt hope, poere loner, he aſſayes 
| 3) toyleſome pilgrimage to end hi aayes, 
Or finde her out : Now twice ſixe months hae ru 
1 Their tedious courſes, ſince he firſt begun 
| His fruitlefſe iourney, ranging farre and neare, 
1 Suffering #5 many ſorrowes a5 4 yeare 
| Could ſend, and made by the extreames of weather 
1 Ynaps for traucl, fortune brought him thither, 
| Where he as yet remaines, till time ſhall make 
| Hi waſted bodie fit 10 wndertake 
| Hs diſcontented progreſſe,and renew 
| His great enqueft for her, who at firſt view, 
Uadam, you ſeemd tobe. 
So ſaid; The Lady from whoſe tender eyes 
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Some drops did ſlide, who heart did ſympathize 


| Withboth their ſorrowes, ſaid; Audi there rhen 
| Such wnexpetied conflancy in ment 


Moff noble Sir; 
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4 
$ Maybe diſpens d withal without the danger 
1 Of too great boldneſſe,I ſhould make requeff 
C Toſeethu noble Lord, in whoſt rare bre| 
(By your report) more honour doth reſide, 
Thenin all Greece, nay, all the world beſide, 
T haue 4 meſſarzets him, and am loath 
To dot it, were I not incag d by oath. 
Whereat Xalaxacr, not in breath, but action, 
Applies himſcife to giue a ſatisfa&ton 
To her propounded wiſh: protraQtion waſts 
No time; but vp to Argalas he haſts: 
_Argalus comes downe; and after falutation 
Given, and recew'd, ſhe accoſts himon this faſhion 
Ay noble Lord, 
Whereas the loud reſounding trump of fame 
Hath nois'd your worth, and glorifide your name 
CAboue all others, let your goodneſſe now 
Make good that faire report, that 1may know 
By true experience, what my 10yfull care 
Had but, as yet, the happineſſe to heave. 
And if the frailty of a womans wit 
My chance t offend; be noble, and remit. 
T hen know (moſt noble Lord) my uatiue place, 
1s Corinth ; ef #he ſelfe ſame blood and race, 
With faire Qucene Hellen , iu whoſe princely Court 
T had my birth, my breeding : Tobe ſhort, 
T hither not many dates agoe, there came, 
Diſguis a and chang'd in allthings but her name, 
Therare Parthenia, ſo in ſhape transformd, 
Jn feature alired, and in face deform'd. 
That (in my indgement) all this region could 
Not ſhow « thing, more vgly to behold. 
Long nai it, ere bur oft regeaten vowes 
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 Book[1T. Aroalus and Parthenia. 
Ind ſolersne proteſtations could ronze 
Wy ower dull beliefe till, at the laſt, 
ſome paſſages, that heretofore had paſt 
ſecret, twzxt Parthenia and me, 

(ave full aſſurance 't could be none but che: 
tbundazt welcome, (as a ſoule ſo ſad 

ls mine, and hers, could gine or take) ſhe had 
"like we were in face, in ſpeech, in growth, 
That whoſoener ſaw the one, ſaw both - 

ſet were we #08 alike in our complexions 

fo much 45 ia our loues, in our affettions : 

Ine ſorr ow ſeru'd vs beth, and onercliefe 
(mldeaſe vs both, both partners 1n one griefe : 
Iych priuatc time we ioyntly ſpent; and neither 

(mldſinde a true content , if not together. 

the flranze occnrrents of her aire misfortune 

Ihe oft d;ſcourſt, which ſtrongly did: mportune 
IA world of 1cares from theſe ſnff uſed eyes, 


> 


The true partakers of her miſeries. 

Ind as jhe ſpake, the accent of her ftory 
Would awates point upon theteruall glory 
If your rare conflancy, which whoſoere 
Us after-ages ſhall preſume to heare 
Und not admire, let him be proclaim d 
{rebel to all vertue, and (defans d 
I his beſt actions) let his leprous name 
Ir die diſhonour d, or ſuruine with ſhame. 
but ah ! what ſimples can the hand of art 
Finde out to ftanch a louers bleeding heart ? 
Ir what (alas) can humane skill apply 
10 ture the courſe of loues Phlebotomie ? 
love is 4 ſecret fire, inſpir d and blowne 


[1 fere; which wanting hopes to feed upon, 
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Workes on the very ſoule, and aves torment 41 
The uninerſe of man : which being ſpent 7h 
And waſted 1n the Conflict, often ſhrinkes ts 
Beneath the burthen, and, ſo conquerd ſinkes. Wi 
All which,your poore Parthenia knew too well, 1 
Whoſe bed-rid hopes, not hawing power to quell Al 
Th imperious fury of extreame aeſpaire, In} 
She lanzwiſht, and not able to contraire Ee. | 
T he will of her victorious paſſion; cryed, = 
 Hyaeareſt Argaius, farewell, and dyed. : th 
My Lerd, not lon before her lateſt breath Wi 
Had freely paid the full arrears to death, i An 
She cald me to her; In her dying hand _ |/; 
She ſprained mine, whilſt ;n her cyes did ſtand Fa 
A ſhowre of teares, vnwept,; and in mine eare IN 
She whiſperd 0, as all the roome might heare. To 
Siſter (ſaid ſhe) (That title paſt betweene vs 1h 
Not wndeſerwd, for,all that ere had ſeenc vs, Tr 
Miſtooke vs ſo, at leaf) The lateſt ſand Jh 
af my ſpent hower-glaſſe is now at hand. , 
Thoſe 1oyes, which heauen appointed out for me, 07; 
T here bequeath to be poſſeſs by thee. 'VC 
And when ſweet death ſhall clarifie my thoughts, 10} 
And draine them from the dregs of all my faults, 171 
Emioy them thou, wherewith (being ſo refinde JE 
From all their droſſe) full fraught thy conflant mind. E, 
And let thy proſþrous voyage be addreſs T/ 
_ To the faire port of Argaish i breſt, W 
As whomthe eye of noone didneer diſcoucr: 10) 
$9 lojall, ſo renownd, ſo rare 4 louer : 14 
Caſt anchor there, for by this dying breath oo 
Nothing can pleaſe my ſoule more, afier death, 14 


Ana make my wyes more perfect, then toſee l 
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4 mariage twixt my Argalus and thee, 

This Ring the pledge betwixt his heart and mine, 
4s freely as he gane me, I make thine - 

With it, unto thy faithfull heart T tender 


Joy ſacred vowes:with it, I bere ſurrender 


't 


Alright and title, that I had, or hane 
Inſuch a bleſSing, as I now muſt leaue; 


(oe t6 him, and coninre him in my name 


What lone he bare to me, the very ſame 

That he transferre onthee : take no denial, 

Which granted, liue thou happy, conſtant , loyal. 
And as ſhe ſpake that word, her voice did alter, 
Her breath grew cold, her ſpeech began te faulter, 


$Faine would ſhe viter more, but her ſþent tongue 
{Not able to goe further) faild, andclung 

179 her dry roofe. Awhile, as inatrance, 

1ihe lay, and, on a ſudden, d:d aduance 

I Her forced language to the heght, and cryed, 
farewell my deareſt Argalus : and died. 


And now, my Lord, although this office 66 « 


W7n(utable to my ſexe,and diſagree 

1T&9 much perchance, with the too meane condition 
10f my eſtate, more like too finde dirifoen, 

1Then ſatisfattion, yet my grations Lord, 

| Extr ordinary merits doe afford 


Extr ordinary meanes, and can excuſe 
The breach of cuſtome, or the common wſez 
Wherefore, incited by the deare directzons 


{ 0f dead Parthenia, by mine owne affections, 
| 4nd by the exclence of your hizh deſert, 
|! here preſent you with a faithful heart, 


4 heart, to you denoted, which aſſures | 
lt ſelfe no happineſſe, but in being yours, 
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Pardon my boldneſſe, T hey that ſhall reproue 


T his, as a fault, reproue a fault in loge. 


' And why ſhould caſtome doe onr ſex that wrone, 


To take away the priniledge of our tongue ? 

If nature giue vs freedeme, to affect, 

Why then ſhould cuſtome barre vs to detect 

The zifis of nature ? She that is in paine 

Hath a ſ#fficieit warrant to complacne. 
Thcn giue me leane (my Lord) roreinforce 

A virgins ſuit, (thinking ne re the worſe 

Of proferd loue) let my acſters thrine, 

And freely accept, what I ſo freely gine. 

So ending; filence did enlarge her care, 

(Prepar'd with quicke attention) to heare 

His gracious words: But Argalus whoſe paſſion 
Had put his amorous Courtihip out of faſhion, 
Return'd no an{wer, till his trickling eyes 

Had giuen an earnelt of ſich obſequies, 

As his adiourned forrow had entended 

To doe at full, and therefore recommended 

To privacy; True griefe abhorres. the light, 
Whoſe grives without a witneſſe, gricues aright. 
His paſſon thus ſuſpended for a while, 

(And yet not {o, bur that it did recoyle 

Strong {ighes) he wip'd his teare-bedewed eyes, 
And turning to the Lady, thus replyes.. 

HM adarn, 

Tour no leſſe rare, then noble fauours ſhow 

How much you merit, and how much I owe 

Your great deſert, which claimes more thankfulneſſe, 

Then ſuch a dearth of laugnave can expreſſe. 

But moſt of all, I ſtand for euer bound 

To that your goodne([e, my Parthenia found 
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In her difireſſe, for which reſped# (in duty 
| 45 La» tyed) pore Argalus ſhall repute ye 
The flowre of xoble conrteſie, and proclatme 
Tour high deſernings. Lady, as Iam, 
A poore vnhappy wretch, the very ſcorne 
of allproſperitre, diſtreſt, forlorne, 
Vaworthy the leaff fauour you can giue: 
Tam your ſlaue, your Beadſman will I lige ; 
But for this weighty matter you proponnd, 
Although 1 ſee how much it would redound 
Tomy great happineſſe, yet heauen knowes 
(Moſt exc llent Lady) I cannot diſpeſe 
of mine owne thoughts, nor haue I power to ave 
What, elſe, you needed not perſwade me to, 
| For truſt me, were this beart of mine, mine owne, 
1 To carne according to my pleaſure, none 
| But you (hould challengeit, but while 1 line 
1 1t s Parthenia's, and not mine to gre. 
{ Wheretoſhethus replies : Moſt Noble Sir, 
| Death, that hath made dinorſe twixt you, and her, 
Hath now returned you your neart againe, 
Difſolud your vowes , d:ſlink'd that ſacred chaine, 
Which tyde your ſoules, nay more, her dying breath: 
| Bequeath'd your heart to me; which by her death 

Is erowne 4 debt, that you are vound to pays, 
Then know (my Lord) the loyger you delay, 
T he longer time her ſoule ts d:ſpoſſeſt 
(And by your meanes) of her deſired reſt. 

Where» the poore diſtreſſed Argalue 
Pauſing a while return'd his anſwere thus, 
Incomparable Lady, 

When firſt of a'l, by heanens dinine directions, 
We lou'd, we lik'd, me linkt our deare affections, 
| M3 
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"B3 AArgdluand Parthenia, 


- By Fate, in her begun, in her, it ended. 


' To moderate my ſorrowes, and toplace 


From my fixt heart, ſo nothing can djminiſh, 
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And with the ſolemme power of an 6ath, = 7 
In preſence of the better gods, we both Al 
Exchang dour hearts : inwitneſſe of which thine, Fr 
, Wi 

th 


T gaue, and ſhe receined this deare Ring, 
Which now you weate, by which ſhe did reſigne 


Her heart to me: for which, I cane hermine. 


Now, Madam, by a mutual commerce, Ch 
My exchang d heart is net my owne, but hers, In 
Which if it had the power to ſuruine, | Sy 
She being dead, what heart haue T to gine ? Te 
Or if that heart expired in her death , $ 
What heart had ſhe (poore Lady! )to bequeath ? Tl 


Madam, in her began my deare affettion 
In her, it liu'd. in her, it had perfefion: 
In her it ioy d,alt hough but ill befriended 


If T had loud, if I had onely loud . 


Parthenia's beantie, Thad ſoone beene mou'd 


That loge on you, that hane Parthenia's face, 
But 'twas Parthenia's ſelfe I lou'd, and lone; 
Which as no time hath power to remove © 


No fortune can a:ſſolue; no death can finiſh. 
With mingled frownes and ſmiles,ſhe thus replide, 
Halfe ina rage, And muſt I be denied e 
Are thoſe the noble fauours Texpecdted ? 
T 0 finde diſgrace ? and goe away reietted ? 
Moſt noble Lady, if my words ({aid he) 
Sute not your expettation;let thembe 
Tmputed ts the miſerie of my ſtate, 
Which makes my lips to ſpeake they know not what; 
eAMiftake not him, that onely ſtudies how, 
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With 


Wirh moſt aduantage (fill to honour you. 
Alas ! what toyes T ener didreceine 
From fortunt's buried in Parthenia's graue, 
I ith whom, erc long (107 are my hopes in waine) 
| 1hope 10 meete and newer part againe. 
So ſaid; with more then Eaglewinged haſt, 
She flew into his boſome, and embrac'd 
In her clos'd armes,his forrow-waſted waſt, 
Surcharg'd. with toy,ſhe wept not hauing power 
To ſpeake. Haue you beheld an A4prif ſhower - 
Send downe her haſty bubbles,and then ſtops, 
Then ſtormes afreſh,through whoſe tranſparent drops 
The vnobſcured Lampe of heauen connaies 
The brighter glorie of's refulgent rayes: 
Euen ſo, within her bluſhing cheekes retided 
Amixtaſpe&, 'twixt ſmiles and teares divided; 
$0 euen diuided; no man could ſay, whether 
| She weprt,or {mil'd,ſhe ſmil'd and wept together, 
| She held him faſt,and likea fainting louer, 
{ Whoſe paſſion now had licenſe to diſcouer 
Some words; Since then thy heart is not for me, 
1 Take, take thy ewne Parthenia (ſaid ſhe) 
| Chearevp, my Argalus, theſe words of mine 
| Are thy Parthenia's,as Parthenia's thre; 
, | Beleene it (Lone) theſe areno falſe alarmes; 
| Thou haſt thine owne Parthenia in thine armes. 
| Likeasa man, whoſe hourely wants 1mplore 
Each meales relicfe, trudging from doore to doore, 
| That heares no dialect from churliſhlippes, 
| But newes of Beadles, and their torturing wiups, 
Takes vp (perchance) ſome vnexpected treaſure, 
New loſt; departs; and, ioyfull beyond meaſure, 
Is fo traniported, that he (carce belecues. 
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 Argalus and Parthenia, BookIl, 
So great a truth; and what his eye perceines 0h 
Not daring truſt, but feares it is ſome viſion, 
Or flattering dreame, deſerving but derifion, 
So Arzalu ainazed at the newes, 
Faine would belecue, but daring not abuſe 
His eaſie faith too ſoone; for feare his heart 

* Should furfeir on conceit, hedid impart 
The truth vnto his fancie by degrees; 

Where ftopp'd by paſſion, falling on his knees, 
He thus began; 0 you eternatipowers 

That haue the guidance of theſe ſoules of ours, 

Who by your iuſt prerogatine can ave 

What is 4 (in fer man to dine into; 

Whoſe vnd:ſconer'd actions are to high 

For thought, too deepe for man t enquier, why ? 
Delude not theſe mine eyes with the falſe ſhaw 

Of ſuch a 10y, as I muſt neuer know 

But in.4 dreame : Or if a dreame it be, 

0 let me neuer wake againe, ts ſee 

My ſelfe deceiu'd, that am ordai'dt entoy, 

A reall griefe; and but a dreaming 10y. 

Much more he ſpake to this effect, which ended; 
He bleſt himſelfe, and (with a {1gh) vnbended 
His aking knees, and rifing from the ground, 
He caſt his rolling eyes abour, and found 

The roome auoyded, and himſcltec alone; 

The doore halteclos'd, and his Parthenia gone, 
His new diſtemper'd paſhon grew extreame; 
Tknew, I knew, ({aid he) 'twas but a dreame; 

A minutes ioy : 4 flaſh; a flattering bubble 
Blowne by the fancy, full of pleaſing trouble 
Which waking breakes, and empties mio ayre, 
And breathes into my ſoule a freſh deſpaire. 
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[knew twas nothing but a golden dreanse. | 

Wh:ch (waking)makes my wants the more extreame; 
Ikzew 'twas nothing but a dreaming ioy, 

1 bliſſe, which (waking) I ſhould ne're enioy. 

yy deare. Parthenia tell me, where, O where 

trt thou, that ſo delud'ft mine eye , mine care ? 

0 that my wak ned fancy had the mioht 

To repreſent unto my reall ſight 

What my deceined eyes beheld, that I 

Hight ſurfet with exceſſe of ioy, and ate. 

\ith that the faire Parthenia (whole deſire 

IWas all this while, by fire, to draw out fire; 
And by a well aduiſed courſeto ſmorher 
The fury of one paſſion with another) 


Jtept 1n,and ſaid, 7 42 __ take thou " 
IThy true Parthenia : T hou aream' ft not now; : 
Ilehold this Ring, whoſe Motto does impart g 
1ſhe conſtancy of our aruided heart : 
|lehold theſe eyes, that for thy ſake haue vented ; 
11world of teares cunpittied, unlamented : ; 
[Ithold the face, that had of late the power Be 
C 


To curſe all beauty, yet it ſelfe, ſecure - 
Va that Tapiar, pick "or ſnuffe 
Was outed and rewned with one puffe - 
Ind that my words may whet thy dullbeliefe, 
ITwz 1, that reard beneath the ſcourge of griefe, 
When thou did ſt curſe the Darkeneſle, for concealing 
11y face, and then the Tapour for revealing 
1% foule a face; 'T was I, that, ouereome 
IV:th violent deſpaire, ſtood deafe and dumbe 
{oallthy vrg'd perſwaſions.It was I, 
That, in thy abſence, did reſolue to die 
{nandring pilerime, truſting tobe led 
| N 
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By fortune, to my death ; and therefore fled : 
Bit ſee, the powers aboue can worke their ends, 
Is b;oht of mortals - and what man intends, 
The heauens d: (poſe, and order the cnent : 

For when my thouzhis were deſperately bent 
To mineowne ruiae 1 was ledby fate 
(Through dangers, now tuotedious to relate) 


To faire 9 weene Hellens Court, not knowing whither 


My vaady:ſed ſteps were gnided. Thither 
My Genius brought mc: where, unknowne t0 any, 
I mourn d in filence;though obſeru'd by many, 
Relieu d by none. At length they did acquaint 
The faire Queene Hellen with my ſtrange complaint, 
Whoſe noble heart did trucly ſimpathize 
With mine,partaking in my miſeries: 
Who fill'd with pitty,ſtrongly did importune 
The woefall cauſe of my diſaſtrous fortune, 
And nener refted till ſhe did inforce 
T heſe lips t acquaint her with the whole d;ſcomſe. 
Which done,her gratious pleaſure aid command 
Her owne Phyſitian, to whoſe skilfull hand 
She left my foule diſeaſe, who in (in face 
Of twice ten dayes, reſtor d me to thus face : 
T he cure perfected, ſtraight ſhe ſent about 
(Without my kaowleaze)to inquier out = 
T hat party, for whoſe ſake I was contented 
T' enawre ſuch eriefe with patience unrepented. 
Hopine (ſince by her meanes and helpe of Art 
My face was car d)enen ſo to-cure my heart. 
But when the welcome meſſenger return d 
Thy place of boad,o how my ſpirits burn'd 
To kiſſe her hands,and ſq to leaue the Conrt, 
But ſhe whoſe fauours:djd tranſcend report 
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Uhr much, as they exceeded my deſert) 

Detain'd me for awhile,as loath to part 

Vith her poore handmaid, till ar laſt, perpending 
Hloners haſte,and freely apprehending ; 

[7 inſt a canſe of ſpeed, ſhe ſoone befriended 

uy beſt deſpers ,and ſent me thus attended, 

Where (under a falſe maske)I laid this plot, 

To ſee how ſoone my Argalus had forgot 

fs dead Parthema,but my bleſſed eare 

Hath heard, what few or none muſt hope to heare : 
Now farewel! ſorrow,and let old deſpaire 
Gove ſeeke new breſts - let miſchiefe nener dare 
Litempt our hearts - let Argalus enzoy 

1s true Parthenia; let Parthenia's zoy 

IReniue in him : let each be bleft in either, 

And bleſt be heauen, that brouzht vs both together. 


With that, the well-nigh broken hearted louer, 


IRuithr with ouer iov, did thus diſcover 


{Hislongpenrt word $: And doetheſe eyes once more” 


| Bebold what therr extreame deſpaire gaue or e 

ITo ws for ? Doe theſe wretched eyes attaine 

1The happineſſe, ts ſee this face againe ? 

| 4nd there ſo much happ:neffe yet left 

For a broke heart, a heart that was bereft 

10f power t enioy, what heanen had power to gine ? 

| Breathes my Parthenia ? Does Parthenia line ? 

| Whocuer ſaw the Seprentrionall tone, = 

| Byhidden power, (a power as yet vaknowne, © 
| Toour confinde and darkned reaſon) draw 

| Theneighb'ring ficele,which by the mutuall law 
| Ofnatures ſecret working, firiues as much | 


Tobe attracted, rill they ioyne and touchy | 
q Even {0 theſe greedy Founers' meet, 2nd charmes KALNS 57) 
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Each other ſtrongly in each others armes, 
Even fo they meet, and with vabounded meaſure 
Oftrue content, and time beguiling pleaſure, 
Entoy each other with a world of kiſles, 
Sealing the patent of true worldly bliſſes; 
Where for a while I leave them to receive, 
What pleaſures new met louers vie to haue. 

Readers forbeare; and let no wanton eye 
Abuſe our Sceane : Let not the ſtander by 
 Corrvytour lines, or make anobſceane gloſle 
Vpon our ſover Text, and mizehis drofſe 
With our refined gold, extracting (o:ver 
From ſweet, and poyſon from fo faire a flower. 
Correct your wandring thoughts, and doe not feare 
To thinke the beſt : Here 1s5no Targuize here; 
No luſtfull, no.inſatiate Meſſaline, 
Who thought it gaine ſufficient to reſigne 
Anage of honour, for a night of pleaſure, 
Whoſe ftrength r'endure tuft, was the tuſt meaſure 
Of her adu{ deſire - Yeeneed not feare 
Our private Louers, who eſtecme leſſe deare 
Their lives. then honours, daring nor ro doe, 
Burt what vnſham'd the Sun may pry into : 

If any itching eares deſire to-know, - 
What ſecret conf” rence paſt betwixt theſe two 
To them my Muſe thus anſwers; Whey your caſo 
Shallproue the Like, ſhe wils you to embrace 
True honour ,as theſe noble loxers aid, 
And you ſhall know, Till then you are forbid. 
To enquire further : Onely this ſhe pleaſes. 
To let you vnderſtand, that loues diſeaſes 
Being throughly, cured, by their meering, they 
Hauc Once againe prefixt.a Mar lag c day 5: 
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Which that it might ſucceed with fairer fortune, 

Readers, ſhe moves your pleaiures, to importune 
| The better gods, that they wouldpleaſe t appay 

Their griefes with ioy, and ſmile vponthat Day. 
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V Hen ſturdy Marches tormes are ouerblowne 
And Aprills gentle ſhow'rs are ſlidden downe 
To cloſe the wind-chapt earth, ſucceeding Hay 
Enters her month, whoſe carely breaking day 
Calls Ladies from their haſty bedsto view 
| Sweet Matias pride, and the diſcolour'd hiew 
! Ofdewy-breſted Flora,in her bower 
| Where cuery hand hath leaue to picke the flower 
| Her fancy likes, wherewith to be poſleſt, 
Vntill it fade,and wither in her breſt. 
| Now (mooth-fac'd Nepruze,with his gladder ſmiles 
1 Viſits the bankes of his beloued 7ſles , 
| Folascallsin the winds, and bids them hold 
Their full mouth'd blaſts, that breathles are controld ; 
| Eachone retyres and ſhrinks into his ſeat 
| Andſeagreene Triton ſounds a (hrill retreate ; 
7 And thus at length, our Penace is paſt ore 
! The varre,and rides before the Maiden-Towre: 
| Vp, now incarneſt (voyagers) and ſtand yee 
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On your faint legs,Our lozg boat ſtraight ſhall land ye, 
Forget.your trauels now, and lead your eyes 7 

From yourpaſt dangers to your preſent prize. 

You trafick'd nor for toyes; The gods haue ſet 

No other price to things of price bur ſwear, 

Cheare vp; callhome your heatts, and beaduis'd, 
Goods cas'ly purchas d are as eas ly priz'd. 

You traffick'd not for trifles; and your trauel] 

Was not to coinpaſle the almighrie gravel 

Ofth' Indian Mines, to ballace your ekates; 

'Twas not for blaſts of Honour, whoſe poore date; 

Depend on regall ſmiles; and haue no meaſures, 

But Monarcks w/ls, expiring with their pleaſures. 
'Twas not to conquer Kingdomes, or obtaine 
Thedangerous title Ot a Sowera/gne, 

Theſe are poore things : It is bur falſe diſcretion 

To toyle, where hopesare ſweeter then poſleſſion, 
No, we are bound vpon more braue aduentures; 

True Honour, Vertue,beauty,arethe Centers 
To which we point, whereto our thoughts doe tend, 
And heauen hath brought our voyage to an end. | 

Haile noble Argalzs;, now the Cockboate ſtands | 

Secure: ſtep forth, and reach thy widened hands, 
And take thy faireſt Bride into thine armes; 
Strike vp (braue ſpirit)Cp:as freſh alarmes 

Vpon her melting lips: Take To//, before 
Thou ſer her dainty foot vpon the ſhoxe; 
So let her {lide vpon thy gentle breſt, T4 
And feele the ground : then lead her to her reſt, | 
Goe Impsof honour, let the morning Sun | 
Gild your delights, and ſpend his beames vpon ; | 
Your mariage triumphs, let his weſterne light 
Decline apace, and make an carly Night. 2 Sine: 

| OC, 
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Goe, Turtles, goe let trebble toyes betide 
The faichtull Bridegroome , and his faireſt Bride. 
Let your owne vertnes light you to your reſt; 
To morrow come we to your nuptiall feaſt, 
By this the curld pate Waggorer of heauen 
Had finith'd his diurnall courſe, and driven 
His panting Steeds adowne the VWeſterne hill, 
| When filuer Cynthia, rifing to fulfill 
| Hernightly courſe, lets fallan evening teare, 
To ſee her brother leane the Hemiſphere, 
Which, by theayre diſpers d, is earely found 
| {And call'd a pearlly dew) vponthe ground : 
| Still was the night, no language did moleſt 
| The waking eare; All mortals wereat reſt, 
{ No breath of wind had power to prouoke 
The Aſpine leate, or quell theaſpiring ſmoake; 
Sweet was theayre, and cleare; no Starre was hid; 
| No enuious cloud was ſtirring, to forbid 
| The wilde Aſtronomer, to gaze; and looke 
| Into the ſecrets ofhis ſpangled booke; 
| Whil'ſt round abour, in each reſounding groue, 
| (Asifthe Choriſters of night had-ſtroue 
| T excell) the warvling Philomele compares, 
| And viesby turnes her Polyphonian ayres. 
And now the horn-mouth'd Belxz4z of the night 
Had ſent his midnight ſummons to inuite 
| Nights rauenous rebels,from their ſecret-holds 
To rome,and viſite the ſecurer folds, 
| Whil'& drouzie Morphexs with his leaden keyes 
| Locks vpthe Shepherds eye-lids, and betrayes 
| The ſcatrer'd flocks, which lie like ſacrifices, 
| Expecting fire when the Sun-god riles. | 
| Bythis thepale-tac'd Zmpreſſe ofthe night 
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Had reſurrendred vp her borrowed lighr, By 
And to the lower world ſhe now retires, fa 
Attended with her traine of leſſer fires, Of 
Andearly Heſper ſhoots his golden head, Th 
To viher Titan from his purple bed, W 

_Thegray-ey'd Ianitor does now begin Fre 
To ope his Eaiterne porta!s, and let in Of 
The new borne Day; who hauing lately hurld 10 
The ſhades ot night into the lower world, 01 
The dewy cheek'd Aurora does vnfold Tl 

Her purple Curtaines, all befring'd with gold, Tc 
And from the pillow of his Crec:an bed, Tc 
Don Phebus rouzes his refulgent head, T1 

That with his all diſcerning eye ſuruayes, A 

And gilds the mountaines with his morning rayes, T 

Now, now the wakefull Bridegroome (whoſe laſt i 

- Had madeher ſhades too long) la[utes the light,(night . 

Salutes the welcome light, which now at length, [ 

Shal! crowne his heart with toyes,beyond the ſtrength Y 


Of mortall language, whoſe religious fires 1 
Shall light thoſe louersto their wiſhr deſires. [ 

Vp Arealus, and don thy nuptiall weeds, |, 
T'emoy that ioy from whence all 10y proceeds: 4 7 


Enterthoſe ioyes, from whence all 1oy procceds : 

Vp Arealws, and d'on thy nuptiall weeds. 
And thou faire Bride, more beautious then the day, | 

Thy Day 15come, and Hymencals away ; 

Awake and rouze thee from my downy {lumber; 

Thy Day iscome : and may thy ioyes out number 

Thy minures that are paſt, and to enſue; 

Ariſe, and bid thy maidenbed, adieu; 

Put on thy nuptiall robes; Time cals away : 

O may thy after dayes be like this Day. 
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By this, bright Phebus with redoubled glorie 
Had halfe way mounted to the higheſt ſtorie 
Ofhis Olympicke Palace : there to ſee 

This long expeted Dayes folemnitie : 


{IWhenall on ſadden, there was heard (around 


From euerte quarter) the Maieſtick ſound 
Of many Trumpets :all in conſort running 
One point of warre, tranfcending farre the cunning 
Of mortall blaſts; and whar Si Rewe more firange, 
The thr11] mouth'd muſicke did as ſudden change 
[To Dorick (traines, to ſweet mo]litious ayres, 
[To Lyrick ſongs, and voyces, like to theirs 
{That charm'd Y lyſſes : whil'ft th' amazed eare 
|Stood rauiſht at theſe changes, it might heare 
| Thoſe voyces, (by degrees) transforme to Lufes, 
1ToShaulms, deepe throared Sackbuts,and to Flwes, 
1nd Eccho-forcing Corzets,; which (urpaſt 
1ſhe Art of man: this Harmony did laſt 
{Vntill the Bridegroome came :But all men wondred 


!Tohearethe noyſe: ſome thought the heauens had 


[Toa new tune; and ſome more wiſer cares (thundred 
|Conceiu'd, it was the Muſick of the Spheares : | 

| ch 

JAll wonderd, all men gaz'd, and all could heare, 

[but none knew whence the Maſicke was, or where. 


Forthwith, as if a ſecond Su# had roſe, 


: 


| Jandſtrove with poner brightneſle, to depoſe 


[Theglory of the firſt, the BYdegroome came, 


[Viherd along with Eagle-winged Fame, 

Whoſe twice five hundred monthes did at one blaſt 
aſpire a thouſand Trumpets,as he paſt. 

[His nuptiall veſture was of Scarlet Dye 

190 deepe, as it would dazlea weake eye 


| logaze vpon't: to which, the curious Art 
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Ofthe laborious Needle did impart Th 
So great a glory, that you might behold =_ //; 
Ariſing Sunze, imbolt with pureſt gold; 
From whence tenthouſand trailes of gold came down I At 


In waved points, like Sur-beames from that Sun, IT! 
Thus from his chamber, mid{tthe vulgar crowd 10t 
(Like Titay breaking through a gloomy cloud) ITt 
The long expected Bridegroome came, and paſt Un 
Th amazed mulritude, till at the laſt, A 
His Herauld brought himto the Ha of State, If 
Where all th' ArcadianNobles did a: waite I 
To welcome his approach, and te-diſcharge IA 
The lowder volley of their ioyes at large. iy 
The Ha# was (pacions, [ighrſome, and beſtrow'd [In 
With Flores wealth Fo, <xntry that ſhe ow d 1A 
This.glorious fea!t) The wals were richly clad | 


Withcurious Tap ftrze; (fuch as Greecene're had 
Before this day), wherein you-nighr behold, 
Wrought to the life, in colourd-(ilkes, and gold, 
This preſent Story of theſe peerelefſe Louers, 
Which, like a:filent Chronicle, diſcouers 

The ſeuerall paſſages, that did betall 

Twixt their firſt meeting,and their nyptiall; 
Deuis'd and wroughtby Virgins borne in Greece, 
Preſented tothis Trinmph,as a peece 

Deuoted tothe memorie and fame 

Ot Arealys, and his Parthenia's name. 

No ſooner was the Ceremony ended, 
(Wherein.cach noble ſpirit more contended 

T expreſle affeRion, then affect th' expreſſion. 
Of courtly Rhet'xick, in abare profeſſion 

Of ayrie friendſhip) bur a ſudden ſhout 
Ofrudely mingled voyces flew throughout 
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| With goidand pearle; Thus hand in band they paſ 
{Into the Hall, but oft their eyes didcaſt 
Abackward looke as if their thoughts did minde 
| Some greater glory, comming on bckinde : 
Next after them, came in the virgin crew 

|In milke white robes (virgins thatneuer knew 
[The ſacred myſteries of the mariage bed, 

'Nor, finding trouble 1n a Ma:denhead, 
 {Erelenta thoughttonuptaall joyes, till now) 
|Thus paſt theſc buds of nature, two,by two, 
{Their {ong difsheueld rrefſes dangled downe 
IWith carelefle Art, and on each head a crowne 
10f'golden Laure ftood: Their faces ſhrowded 
IBeneatha wvazle, ſeem'das the Stars were clouded. 
Have ye beheld in froſty winters Even, 

| When all the lefſer rwinkling lamps of heauen 

| Are fully kindled, how the ruddy face 

|Ofriſing Cy»th:a lookes ? with what a grace 

IShe views the Throze of darkeneſle,and aſpires 

Th' 0 y»pick brow, amidft the ſmaller fires ? 
after all theſe parkes of beauty, came 
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The ſpatious Caftle, which confus'dly cry'd 
hoy to Parthenia, to the faireſt Bride. 
Forthwith (as if that heauens had broken looſe, 
And Deities had meant to enterpoſe 
| Their heauenly bodies, with the mortall tribe 
|0fmen;, or, elſe, intending to aſcribe 
| Their pers'nall honourto this nupriall) 
{ln more then princely ſtate, enters the Hal 
{Aglorious Show of Ladies, all aray'd 
[1n rare and coſtly robes, and richly laid 
With lems vaualued, and each Lady wore 
|AScarfe vpon her arme, embroidered o'er 
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(They were all but ſparks to ſuch a glorious flame) 

The fayre Parthenia, thus the roſe-cheek'd Bride 

Enters the roome; A milke white vay/edid hide 

Herbluſhing face; which, ne'er the leſle diſcloſes 

Some glymps ofred,like Lawne O're ſpread in roſes; 

Thus entred ſhe; The garments that ſhe wore, | 

Were made of Parple filke, beſpangled o're | 

With Starres of pureſt gold, and round about 

Each ſeucrall Statre went winding in, and out, 

A trayle of orient pearle, f0 rarely wrought, ( thought, | 

That as the garments moou'd, you would have — 

The Starres had twinckled; Her disfheueld hayre 

Hung downe bthind, as ifthe onely care WL 

Had bin to reconcile negate? and Ar, | - 

Hung looſely downe, and vay!'d the backer part 

Of thoſe her sky-reſembling robes; bat1o, 

That cuery breath would waue it tooand fro, 

Like flying clouds;through which,you might difcouer 

Sometimes one glim'ring Starte,ſomerimes anorher: 

Thus on ſhe went; hetample traine ſupported 

By thrice three virgins, euenly f1z'dand ſorted 

In purple robes:: forthwith, rhe Bridezroome riſes 

From off hischaire; bowes downe; and facrifices 

The peacefull offtingofa morning kifle, 

Vpon her lips : To fuch a Saimt as this, 

O, what rebellious heart conld choſe but bowe, - 

And offer freely the-perpetuall vowe 

Of choyeeobedience»-_— FS. oh 
With that , exch Noble moves him from his place, 

And withapoftre, full of Princely grace, 

Salutes thejonely Brede, with words, expreſhing 

The 1oyful{ modell ofa kingdomes bleſſing, 
But harke !'The-Hymimanirumpet ſonds. 
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Her lateſt ſummons forth : Hymez attends 

The noble payre, and is prepar'd to yoke 

Their promis'd hands; the facred Altars ſmoake 
| With Mi7rh and Frankinſence,The wayes are ſtrowd 

| With Flora's pride; and the expecting crowd 

Haue throng'd the ſtreets, and cucry greedy.cyc 

| Attends, to ſee the Trynmph paſling by : 

| Artlength, thegates flew open. And on this faſhion 
| Began the Tryumph, firit a Proclamation 

| Was made, witha loud voyce : If any be, 

| Or Lord,or Knight, or what ſoere degree, 

| Profeſiing armes, or honour in the land, a0 
| That at this time, can challenge, or pretend | þ 

| Atitle to Parthenia's heart, or claime Nr 
| 4Arieht, or intereſt in her loue, or name; l/ 
| Let him come forth in perſon, or, appeare i } 
| By noble Proxy if not preſent here; | li 
| And by the exc lent honour of a Knight, 

He ſhall receine ſuch honourable right 

As the inft ſwor dcan gine; Let him now come, 

And ſpeake, or, elſe, for euermore be aumme, 

Thrice was it read; which done; forthwith there 
True honours Eaglewinged Herauld, Fame, (came 
Sounding a filuer Trump. and as (he palt, 

She ſhooke the earths foundation, with her blaſt. 

Next after whom in vndiflembled fiate =» 
| The Bridegroome came; on his right hand did wait 
| The god of FWarre in Martiall robes of greene, 
| Alltain'd withblecding hearts, as they had beene 
| But newly wounded, and from cuery wound, 
| Freſh bloud did ſeeme to trickle on the ground; 
| And as the garments moou'd, each dying heart 
| Would ſcemeto pant a while, and then depart. | 
| O 3 Vpon 
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Vpon the Bridegroomes left hand thereattended 
Heavens Purſuwant, whoſe brawny arme extended 
A winged Caduce, He had ſcarce the might 
Tocurbe his feet; his feet were wing'd for flight. 
Aboue his head their hands did ioyntly hold 
Acrinzon Caxepie emboſt with gold. 

Next them, twice twenty famous Nobles follow'd, 
Braue men at armes,whoſe names the world had hal- 
For rare exploits, and twice as many Knights, (low'd 
Whoſe bloods haue ranſom'd,and redeem'd the rights 
Of wronged Ladies: Thete wereallaray'd 
In robes of Needle worke, {0 rarely made; 

That he which ſees then), thinkes he doth behold 

Armours of fteele, faire filletted with gold, 

And as they marcht, thetr Squrres did aduance 

Before each Knight his warlike Shieldand Lance. 
And afterthele, the Princely virein-Bride, 

On whomalleyes were faftned, did divide 

Her gentle paces, being led betweene 

Two Goaatſſes,the one arard in greene, 

On which the curious needle vndertooke 

To-makea foreſt : here a bubling brooke 

Dinides two thickets -through the which doth flic 

The {ingled Deere, before the deepe-mouth'd Crie, 

Thar cloſely followes : There th'affrighted Herd 

Stands trembling at the muſicke, and afeard 

Ot euery ſhadow, gazes to and fro, 

Not knowing where to ftay, or where to goe; 

Where, in.a Lawnskip, you may ſee the Faunes, 

Following their crying mothers o're the Lawnes; 

The other was 1n robes, the purer dye 

Whereof, did repreſent the nudday 54y, 
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Ofthe obſcured Sus appeares, and ſeemes 
As'twere to ſcatter; and at length, to ſhed 


His brighter glory, ona fruittall bed 
Ot noiſome weeds, from whence,you might diſcerne 
| Athouſand paintull Bees extra and earne 
| Their ſweet prouiſion,and, with laden thighes, 
| To beare their waxy burthens : On this wiſe 
| The princely Bride was led betwixt theſe two, 
| The firſt, was ſhe, that on AZeors brow 
Reneng'd her naked Challtty; the other 


FIFY 
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| Was ſhe, to whom T7ores pregnant braine was mother 
Through Yalcazs helpe; and theſe did tointly hold. 
Vpon her head, a Coronet of gold; 

Whole traine D:avas virgin crew, all crown'd 

| With goldenwreathes, ſupported trom the ground. 


Next afterher, vpon the triumph waited 


{Anorder, by Diaxanew created, 

| And Gyid the Ladies of the Maidenhead, 

[In white, wrought here and there with ſpots ot red, 
| And every ſport appeared as a ſtaine 

| Oflouers blood, whom their hard hearts had {laine : 
Ranckr three, and three, and on each head a crowne 


| Of Primeroſes, and Roſes not yet blowne. 


Next whom,the beauries of th” Arcadia Court 


March'd two and't vo, whole glory came not ihort 
Of what th' valimited, and tulied art 
Ofelory-vying Ladies could Lmpart 

1To fuch folemnities; where every one 

Stroue to excell,and ro b'excell'd ot none. 


Thus came they tothe Temple; where attended 


| The ſacred Prieſts, whoſe voices recommended 
The dayes ſucceſſe to heauen,and did diuide 
[Ableſſing twixt the Bridegroome,and the Bride: 


Which 
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Which done; and after low obeyſance made, 

The firſt (whileall the re{t kept ſilence) ſaid : 
Welcome to luno's ſacred Conrts; Draw neare - 

V nfpotted Lowers, welcome : Doe not feare 

To touch this holy ground, Paſſe on ſecare, 

Our gates ſtand ope to ſuch gueſts, as you ave, 


 Onr gracious Goddelle grants you your deſires, 


And hath accepted of thoſe holy fires, 

We offered in your name, and takes apleaſure 

To ſmell your Incenle in ſo great 4 meaſure 

Of true delight, that we are bold to ſay, 

She crownes your vowes, and ſmiles pou this Day. 
So ſaid; they bowed to the ground, and bleſt 

Themſelues; that done, they {ingled from the reſi 

The noble Bridegr00me, and his princely Bride, 


And ſaid; Our gracious goddefſe be our guide, 


As we are yours; andas they ſpake that word, 
Their well-tun'd voices {weetly did accord 
With Muſick from the Altar : As along 
They paſt, they ioyntly warbled out this ſong : 
T* 1 in Pompe. and Prieftly pride, 
To glorious luno's Altar goe we; 
T hs to Tuno's t_Altar ſhow me 
The noble Bridegroome and his Bride - 
_ Let Iuno's hourely bleſfings ſend ye 
As much i0y as can attend ye. 


May theſe louers newer want 
True 10yes , nor ever bez 1nVaine 
T hetr choice deſires, but obtaine 

What they can wiſh,or ſhe can grant. 
Let luno's hourely bleſiings ſend ye 
As much io) as can attend yee. 
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From ſacietie, from ſtrife, 

Tealouſies, domeſticke tars, 

From thoſe blowes, that leane no ſcars, 
Iuno protect your mariage life. 

Iuno's hourely bleſſings ſend yee 

A's Bach 169 as can attend ye. 


T has to Hymens ſacred bayds 
We commend your chaſt deſerts, 
That as 1uno l:»kt'd your hearts, 
He would pleaſe to toyne your hands 
And let both their vleſdings ſend ye 


As much {oy 45 canatiend ye. 


INo ſooner was this Nuptiall Care ended, 

But bowing to the ground, they recommended 

This princely paire (both proſtrate on the floore) 

[And with their hands preſented them before 

[The ſacred Altar, whereunto they brought 

Two milke white Twrtles;and with prayers beſought 

That 7un0's laſting favours would deſcend, 

And make their pleaſures,pleaſures without end. 
With that, a horrid cracke of dreadfull thunder 

Ifofleſt each fainting heart, with feareand wonder : 

The rafters of the holy Temple ſhooke, 

And ifaccurſed Archimagocs booke 

(That curſed Legion) had beene newly read : 

The ground did tremble, and a miſt ore-ſpread 

| The darkned Altar. | 

Atlength, deepe filence didpoſlefle and fill 


The ſpatious Temple, all was whift and ſtill; 
{ When, from the clouded Altar, brake the ſound 
_ Itheauenly cH#ficke; ſuch, as would —_— 
1 | 
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With death, or raniſhment the earth-bred eare 
6: . 2 
Had not the Goaxeſſe gen it ſtrength, to beare 
So ftrong a rapture, As the Myficke ended, 
The Mift on ſndden vanitht, and aſcended 
From whence ut came. The Altar didappeare ; 
And aſhes lying, where the Tartles were: 
Neere which, great Hymen ood, not ſcene before | 
His purple Maztle was embroidred o're 
[i With Crownes Of Thorne; 'mongſt which,you might | 
| Some, here and there (but veryitew) of gold; (behold 
Vpon each little ſpace, that did dinide 
The ſeuerall Crownes, a Gordjasy knot was tied : 
And, turning to the Prieſt, he thus began; | 
What meane theſe fumes ? Say, what hath mortall man 
To doe with vs ? What great requeſt, what ſuit 
Does now attend vs, that they thus ſalute 
Our noſtrills, with fuch acceptable ſanours ? 
Tell vs, wherein ave they implore the fauours 
Of the pleas'd gods; for by th' cternall throne, 
And Maicſty of heauen, it ſhall be done. 
_ Whereto, with bended knees, they thus replide; 
| Great God, this noble Bridegroome, and his Bride 
Whom we, moſt humbly here, preſent before 
Great Iuno's ſacred altar, doe implore 


Tour gracious aide : that with your neptiall bands, JA 
Tour Grace would pleaſe to tie their promiſt hands. = 1\\ 

With thar, he ſtraight deſcends the holy ſtayres, JA 
And with his widened armes dinides and ſhares. JA 


An equall bleſſing twixt them both, and ſaid, 
Oble Youth,and louely Maide, 
Heanen accepts your pleaſing fires, 
And hath granted your deſires : 
By the myſtry of our power, 


eras 


OI WY 
ens, 


[ook TH. Argalus and Parthenia, 109 if 


i —_—_—— 


— _ | 1 BY 


- Firſt, weconſecrate this hower 
To Inno's name, that ſhe would bleſſe 18 
Our proſprous ations with ſucceſſe. bt (}/ 
With this. Oyle(which we appoint | | f 
For holy vſes) we annoint | þ 
T our temples, and with nuptiall bands 1} 
Thu we firmely ioyne your hands , | 
Be ioyn afor ener : andlet none 
i  . Preſumet'vnave, what we haue done. 1 
d | Be 1oyn till lawleſſe Death ſhall ſeuer i1 | | 
| Both hands and hearts : be ioy#'d for ener : 1 
| | Eternal curſes we alot q 
To theſe, till then, ſhall looſe this knot. T8 
1So ſaid, he bleſt them both in 1uxo's name, | [NV 
Jand from their fight he vaniſhr ina flame. bl / | 
 JThar done, they roſe,and with new fumes ſaſuted ifs 
IThe ſmoaking altar. Thrice they proſtitnted 
Iſheir bended bodies on the holy ground, 
{here ſending forth the well accepted found | 
[0f:haxkes and vowes, from their dinided hearr, 
Jlhey kifle the ſacred Altar and depart; | | 
And with the ſelfe ſame Triumph as they came, ] 
Iieturned; whil'ſt the louder Tumpe of Fame Mt 
I\Witha full blaſt, ſends forth a ſhrill retreate | b 
J\ind reconducts them to the Hall of State: ' 
Whoſe richly furniſht table would inunte = 
JAbed-rid ſtomacke toan Appetite, 1 
IAnd make the waſtfull Gluttoz. that docs cate 'N 
{His vnearn'd diet with his daily ſweat, | | 
behold his heauenin a more ample meaſure, | '" 
Then he had hopes to purchaſe, with the treaſure 
(his beſt faith; ſuch were the dainties: ſuch [7 


. JThevyands, that I dare not thinke too much 
| P 2 To 
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To tearmeit Paradiſe, where all things did 
Offer themſelnes, and norhing was forbid. 
Soone as the Martial of this Princely feaſt, 
Had 1n his righttull ſeate, plac'deuery gueſt, 
A ſoft harmonious rapture did confine 
All rongues with wonder , as a thing diuine., 
Forthwith, wita 10yned hands, and (miling faces, 
With habits more vaequall then their paces, 
 Atolly paire drew neare the table; the one 
In greene; His pamper'd body had outgrowne 
_ His ſeame-ript garments, all embroyder'd ouer 
With ſpreading Vines,whoſe fruitful leaues did coner 
Her ſwelling Cluſters, his outſtrutting eyes 
Star'd in his head : his droplie fwollenthighes 
agg d as he went; his purple colour'd ſnout 
Was treely furniſht, andenrichtabout 
With Carbuxcles, around his brorves did twine 
Full laden Cluſtes, rauiſht from the Ye. 
The other was a Lady, whomrthe Sun 
With his bright rayes had roo much gaz'd vpon: | 
The colour of her filken Mantle was 
Twixt greeneand yellow, like the faded grafle: 
On which were wrought encloſed fields of Corpe, 
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Some reap'd,fome bound in theaues,8 ſome vnſhorne 
Well fanour'd was her count'nance, plump & round ; | 


Her golden Treſtes dangled to the ground ; 
Her teniples bound with full ripe cares of wheate, 
Made like a Girland: frequent drops of ſweat 
Downe from her ſwarty browes did {lily trickle, 
And in her Sun-burnt hand ſhe bare a ſzck/e. 
Thus vſherd, with a Bag-pipe, to the Table, 
They both ftoad mute: Bacchus as yet vnable 

To challeoge language from his breathleſle rongue, 
<3 FI p- 7 


Till | 


— - 


* we wo ot. ene 4 


[ 


— 


"IR 
—_— 
vl 


Book fi a Argalus.and Part 


” -___ + = 
© 
« 
, 


T1] ſmiling Cererrhus began the Song. 
Ceres. V Elcome faireſt virgin.Bride: 
Welcome to our iolly feaſt ; 
Tafte what Ceres did pronide 
For ſs faire, ſs faire agueſt. 
Bacch. Taſte what Bacchus did provide 
For ſo faire, ſo faire a gueſt : 
Welcome faireſt virgin-Bride, 
Welcome to our iolly feaft. 
| Chor. Our conioyned bounties doe 
Make Mars ſmile and Vers too. 
t 1 Ceres. Welcome noble Bride-groome hither. 
Worlds of bliſſe and ioyes attend ye - 


| Freely welcome both together, 
See what Ceres bountie ſends ye. 


Bacch. Freely welcome both together ;, 
_ See what Bacchus bounty ſends ye : 


Welcome noble Bride-groome hither, 


Worlds of bliſſe and toyes attend ye. 
Chor. Our conioyned bounties doe 
Make Mars ſmile and Venus too. 
Ceres. Here « that whoſe ſweet varietie 
Gines you pleaſure and delight ; 
M akes you full without [acietie; 
Waftes the day, and haftes the night. 
Bacch. This wifl rouze the man of warre, 
When the Drum ſhall beate 1n vane, 
When his ſpirits arooprng are, 
Thu will make them " againe. 
Chor, Touthat ioyntly doe inherit 
Venus beautie, Mars his ſpirit, 
Freelytafte onr bountie ; [0 
Mars fhall ſovile, awd _ $ #40. 
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The $ ong thus ended ; 10yning hand stogether: 


They bow'd;8& vaniſht,none knew how, nor whither, 


To make relation of each quaint Deniſe, 
That Act preſented their vnweariedeyes , 
The nature of their mirth, of their diſcourſe, 
The dainties of the firſt, the ſecond courſe, 
The ſecret glances of the Br/degroomes eye 
On his faire Bride ; how oft ſhebluſhr, and why, 
Were bur to rob the Bridegroome of his right, 
Who counts each houre a Summers day, tillnight. 


Me thinkes it grievesme, thar my pen ſhould wrong 


Poore Lovers diſappointed hopes folong , P) 


And it repents me fo, that oftentimes 

Me thinkes I could be angry with my Rimes, 

And for the cruel! fins that they commir 

In being ted1ous, fome I wiſh vawrir. 

Let it ſuffice, what glory, what delight, 

What ſtate; or what to pleaſe the appetite, 

The eye, the care, the fancy : In a word, 

What ioy ſo ſhort a ſeaſon could afford 

To well prepared hearts, was here expreſt 

In this our Nupria!l, thisour princely feaſt. 
Thus when the board was voided, and the Sewer 

Had now reſign'd his office with the Ewe, 


Thecurious linnen gone: and all the rights 


©) 


Perform'd, that 'long to feſtiuall delights; 
The light-foot Hermes enters in the Hall, 
Holds forth his Caduce, and adiures them all 
To depth of ſilence; Tells them, ris his taske 
Tolet them know, the Gods intenda Maske, 
Tograce theſe nuprialls; and, with rhar, he {pred 
His ayre-diuiding pinious, and fled: 

When ſilence thus had charmed euery care 


: With 
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With wonder, and attention: they might heare ws, 

The winged Quiriſtersof night about i 2 af 

In eucry corner, ſweetly warbling out . the Gods. 

Their Philomelian ayres,and wilder note, 

Which naturetaught them to diniae, by rote; 

So that the Hall did ſeeme a ſhady groue, 

Wherein by turnes,th' ambitions. Quire ftrone 

T excellthemſelues. ER IT 0 LS 

While thus their eares were feeding with delight 

Y pon theſe [traines, the Goddeſle of the night 

Enters her Sceane; Her body was confind 

Within a coale black Mantle thorow linde. 

With ſable Furres; Her treſſes were of hiew 

Like Ebonie; oz which, aPearely dewe 

Hung, like a ſpiders Web, Her face did ſhrowd 

A ſwarth Complexion,vnderneath a Cloud 

Of black curld Cyprefle : 0n her head, ſhe wore 

A crowne of barniſht Gold beſhaded o're 

With Foggs and rory miſt; Her hand did bare 

A Scepter,aud a ſable Hemiſphere; 

She fternely ſhooke her dewly lockes, and brake 

CA melancholly ſmile,and thus beſpake. 
Driue on, drive on,(dull Wazgorer)Let ſlippe 

Your louſer reines, and vſe thine 1dle whippe; 

Thy pamperd Steeds are purſte,drine away; 

The lower world thinkes long to ſee the day; 

Darkneſſe befits vs beſt;and our delight 

Will reliſh farre more {weeter,in the night; 

Approach(ye bleſſed ſhaddewes)and extend 

Your early wrisdiction,and befriend _ 

Our nightly ſports, Aproach, make no delay; 

| Itis your Queene,your Soxeraigne calls away. 


With that a ſudden darkneſſe fill'd the Hall: 
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So neerly clo'sd their eye-lids round about, 
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T he light was baniſht, and the windowes af = 


T hat day could not get in, nor 8arknes out - 
Thus while the death-reſembling ſhades of night 
Had drawne their mifty Curtaines twixt the light 
4nd euerydarknedeye, which was denide 
To ſve, but that, which darkneſſe could not hide , 
The icalous God, fearine he knowes not whom, 
(Indeed whom feares he net ?) enters the roome, 
And with his club-foot groping in the ſhade 
Of night, he mutterd forth theſe words, and ſaid. 
Where is this wanton Harlst now become 2 
Is light ſo odious to her ? or 1s home 
So homely inher wandring eyes, that ſhe 
Muſt ill be rambling, where vaknowne to me > 
Cannothing be concluded, nothing done, 
But intermedling 7 erus muſt be one > 
Is't not enough that Phabus docs applaud 
Her luft, but muſt Nizhts goadeſſe be her baud > 
Darknes be gone, thou patroneſle to Luſt , 
If faire meanes may not rid thee, fouler muſt : 
Away ; my power ſhall outcharme thy charmes, 
And finde her painting inher louers armes. 
Enter you Lamplets of terreſtriall fire, 
And let your golden heads (at leaſt) conſpire 
To counterfeit a day, and on the night 
Reuenge the wrongs of Phebre, with your light. 
So ſaid, the darkned Hall was garniſht round 
With lighted Tapors , Eery obied found 
Aneye to owne it, andeach eye was fill d 
With pleaſure, in the obie(t it beheld. 
As theſe deniſefull changes did incite 
T heir quickned fancies, with a freſh delight, 
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Morpheus came in ; His dreaming pace was ſo, 
That none conld ſay he moou'd, he moou'd ſo ſlow, 
His folded armes athwart his breſt, did knit 

A ſluggards knot , his nodding chinne did hit 

| 4garnſt his panting boſome, as he paſt ; 

And oftentimes bis eyes were cloſed faſt ; 

He wore a crowne of Poppie on his head , 

(4:4, in his hand he bore a Maceof Lead; 

| He yawned thrice, and after homage done, 

[To Nights blacke Soueraigne he thus begun : 

| Great Empreſſe of the world, to whom I owe ' " 

{My felfe, my ſeruice, by perpetuall vow , roi 4 

iBcfore the footſtoole of whoſe dreadfull Throne, 

iThe princes of this lower world lay downe 

{Their crowres, their ſcepters, whole victorious hand, 

{lntwice twelve hovres did conquer and command _ 

[This Globe of earth, your ſernant (whoſe dependance 

| Quickens his power) comes to g'ue attendance 

|Vpon thy early ſhadowes, and to ſeize 

| Vpon theſe wearted mortals; when you pleaſe 

{Tappoint ; till then your ſeruant 1sat hand 

[To put inexecution your command. 

ITo whom the ſmiling Goddeſle thus repliat , 


| <Horphexs, Our pleaſure isto ſet atide The God- 
[This night to mirth, and time-begniling ſports ; Nika the 
|Our (leepe reſtraining buiſnefle mach 1mports focach. 


[Your welcome abſence, whilſt our cares ſhall number 

[The flying houres : our mirth admits no ſlumber. 

That word {carce ended, but the Queene of Loue 
Deſcended from her wnſeene ſeat abone ; 

In her faire hand ſhe led her winged Son, 

1nd like a full mouth d tempeſt thus begun 

Diſloyall Sycophant, Deaths baſtardbrother, 
a Q Accurſed 
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Venus 
fpecci to 


Morpheus, 
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 Goeto the frozen world; where mans deſire 


Accurſed ſpaune, caſt froma curſed Mother , 

That with thy baſe impoſtures, rifleſt man 

Of bale his daies, of halfe that little ſpanne, 
Nature hyth lent his life; that with thy wiles, 
Hugg'|t him to death, betray'it him with thy ſiniles,” 
Vhat mak it rhon here, and to vſurpe my right. 
Perfideous Cattife ? Fenus day is night. 


Is made of Ice, and melts before the fire, | 
Yetne're the warmer : Goe, and vilit fooles, 
Or Phlegmatick old age, whoſe ſpirit cooles _ | 
As quickly as their breath: Goe; whathane we | 
To doe (duil Herphens) withthy Mace, or thee 
As leaden as thy Mace > Thart made for nought, 
But to ftill Children, or to eaſe the thought 
Of brain-fick Phramicks, or with toyes to flatter + 
Poore flumbring ſoules, which wak'd,finde no ſuch } 
Goe ſ{uccour thoſe, that vent by quick retaile (matter, | 
Their wits, vpon deare penny-worths of Ale; ; 
Or marrow'd Exnuchs, whoſe adutt defire þ 
Wants meanes ro flake the fury' of their falſe fire. 
O that I werea Baſliske, that [ ; 
Might dart my venome; orelſe venom'd, die. 
| 


Boy, bend thy Bow; and with thy forked dart, 
Drawne to thehead,, thrill, thrill him to the heart ; 
Let flie Deaths arrow; or if thou haſt none, 
In deaths name ſend anarrow ofthine owne , 
Weare both wrong'd, and 1n the ſame degree; 
Shoot then; atonce, revenge thy ſelte and me. 
PW:th that the little angry god did bend ; 
His fteelenbow, and in Deaths name ala ſend 
His winged meſſenger, whoſe faithfull haſte 
Diſpatcht his irefull errand, and ſtucke faſt 
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Gaſping for breat 


| Venus was pleas d. The Goddeſſe of the night 
| Grew angry ; ſhe would weeds reſigne her right Sp 
| 0 f gonernment; and ina ſpleene threw downe 


| Beganne to groare ; and from bs aking wound 

| Drew forth the buryed ſhaft : but Mars (whoſe word 
| Admits ng other orean, but his ſword) 

| Vuſheath'd his furious brondyron, and let flic 

| 4 blow at Morpheus head, which had well-nye 
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Within hrs prerced liner, and did bis is DE ORIG 

His fnging feathers in his wounded ſide. 

Morpheus fe# downe, as dead , and on the ground 

Lay for a little Jeaſen in a ſound, | 


And Louers dreames they ſay 
Hauve evermore becne wanton fince that day. 


— 


Her Hemiſphere, her Scepter, and her Crowne; 
Ard with aduskie forge ſhe did beſmeare 


| The face of Venus, ſold her goldea haire, 
' With her blacke ſhades ; and with foule tearmes reuil'd 


Beth her, her cuckold mate, and baſtard childe . 
Whereat the God of Warre, being much offended, 
Forſooke both ſeat and patience, and deſcended . 
4#d,to the world, hee profer d to make good 
Faire Venus hepour, wit h his deareſt blood. 

To whom poare Vulcan (puffing inarage, 

To heare his wet! knowne fortuxe on 4 ſtage) 


| Scrap dmany a thanke ;, ondwith his cronching knee 


Profeft true lone to ſuch true friends, as be, 
And cuer {ince, experience lets vs know, 
Cuckolds are kinde to ſuch as make them lo. 


By this, god Morpheus waking from his ſound, 


Cloner kim in twaine, had not the Queene of night 
Hurl'd haſty miſts before his darkned ſight ; 

So that the ſword by 4 falſe guided ayme 
Y 22 


Struck 
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Struck Vulcans foot, which euer ſince was lame. 
Atlaft, the gods came downe,and thought it goed, 
To nippe this earely quarrell inthe 3s 
Whoſe fearing vprores, with a friendly cup 
of bleſt Nepenthe, tooke the quarrel op; 
And, for th offence committed, did proclaime 
Thi ſentence, in offended Iuno's name. 
. Morphexs, fromhence is baniſht,for this night 
An not tapproach before the morning light, 
| Mars 18 exilde for ever, as a gueſt 
Adindg'd vnfitting fora mariage feaſt. 
Cupid is doom'd to rome and roue about 
To the worlds end,and both his eyes put Our, 
Yenus 1s cenſur'd to perpetuall night, 
And not (vnlefle by ſtealth) to ſee the light : 
Her chiefeſt 10y to be but pleaſing folly, 
Pertorm'd with madnes,dogd with melancholy. 
And there the Mulicke did innite their paces 
To meaſure time , and by exchangeof places, 
T6 lead the curious beholders eye 
A willing captive to warictie. 
Thus, with the ſweet vicifitude of mirth 
They ſpent the time, as if that heauen and earth 
Had ſtudied to pleaſe man, in ſuch a meaſure, 
' That Art could not dbe more, t augment their pleaſure 
: And ſo they vaniſht. 
| Now Ceres cuening bonntte reinuites: 
Her noble gueſts, to her renew'd delights ; 
And frolicke Bacchs, to refreſh their ſoules, 
With a full hand, preſents-his ſwelling Bowles. 
Wine caine vaWwiſht like water from a fourſe, 
 Anddelicates were mingled with diſcourſe.” 
What Art could doe,'to make a weleomeguneſt 
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Was liberally preſented at that feaſt. 

It wasne ſooner ended, but appeares _ 
An old gray Pilgrime deeply ftruck in yeares, 
In tatterd garments. In his wrinkled hand 
An Houre-glaſle, labouring with her lateft ſand, * 
Beneath his arme, a buffen Knapſacke hung, 

Stufr fullof writings, in an.vnknowne tongue, 
Chronologies, outdated Almanackes, 

And Patents, that had long ſuruwu'd their waxe. 
Vnto his ſhoulders Zagles.wings were ioyn'd 
Hts head 111 thatchr betore, but bal'd behinde : 
And leaning on his crooked Sythe, he made 

A little pauſe, and after that he ſaid, 
Mortals, tis out, my elaſſe is runne, 

And with it, the day is done. 

Darke ſhadowes haue expell the lieht, 

And my zlaſſe s turn'd for night. 

The Duneene of darkeneſſe bids me ſay, 
Mirth i fitter for the day. | 
V pon the day, ſuch ioyes attend, 

With the day ſuch 1oyes muſt end. 
Thinke not, Dakeneſs goes about. 

Like death ,to puffe your pleaſures out. 
No, no, ſheele lend you new delights; 

She hath pleaſure for the mghts, 

When as her ſhadowes ſhall benight ye, 
. She hath what ſhall fill delight ye. 
Aegedtime ſhall make it knowne, 
She hath dainties for her owne.. 
T ts very lates Amay, away, 
Let 97 agate} wh with Day. 
For this time, we adiourne your feaft, 
The Bridegroome faire would be at reſt. 
; 2 3 Amd 
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"'E And if night paſtimes ſhall diſpleaſe ye, 
Day will quickly come, and eaſe yee, 

With thar, a ſweer vermillian tinfure ſtayn'd 

The Brides faire cheekes; The more that ſhe reftra 

Her bluſh, the more her difovedient blood 

Did ouerflow; as ifa ſecond flood 

Had meant to riſe, and, tor alittle ſpace, 

To drowne that world of beauty inher face, 


She look'd moſt red, vpon her going downe, 
But ſee : the ſmiling Ladies doe begin = 


A plot of treaſon; till at length, vnſpide, 
They ſtole away th' vnwilling.willing Bride; 
Their bufe hands diſrob'd her, and ſo led 

The timorous virgin to her Nuptiall bed. 
By this, the Nobles hauing recommended 


E-- They 1ook'd about, andthinking to have done 
Their ſeruice to the Br/de, the Bride was gone. 
And now, the Bridegroome (vnto whom dela 


Attended by his noble gueſts,he enters 
That roome, where th'enterchangeable 7ndenters 
Ofdeareſt loue, lay ready to be ſeal'd 
With murtuall pleaſures, not to be reveald. 
His garments grew 400 tedious, and their waight 
(Notable to be borne) doe overtraight 
His weary ſhoulders; Atlzs neuer {toopt 
Beneath a greater burthen, and not droopt; 
No helpe was wanting; for he did receine 
What ſuddenaydehe could expeR; orhane 
From ſpeedy hands, ftromhandsthat did not walt 
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Shebluſht; (but knew not why) And like the Mooxe 


To ioyne their whiſpring heads, as there had beene 


Their tongues to ſilence, their diſcourſe being ended, 


Secm'd worſe then death) could brook no longer itay; 
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The time, vnleſle(perchance)by ouer haſt; 
[Mcane while, a dainty watbling breſt, not ſtrong, 
As ſweet, preſents this Epithalamion ſong. 
(| HManof warre march brauely on, 
The field's not eaſie ts be wonne; 
There's no danger in that warre, 
Where lips both ſwords andbucklers are, 
Here's no cold to chill thee, 
A bed of downe's thy field - 


| ; 
| Here's noſwordto kill thee, 
| F ulcſſe thou pleaſe to yeeld, 
4 Here i5.nothing will incumber, 


l. - Here will be no ſcars to number. 
[Theſe are warres of Cupids making, 

|Theſe be warres will keepe yee waking, 

1Till the earely breaking Day 

{Call yorr forces hence, away. 


= T hefe are warres that make no ſpoyle, 
| Death ſhoors his ſhafts in vaine 
Though the ſouldier gct a foyle, 


He will rouze, and fight againe. 
Theſe be warres that neuer ceaſe, 
| But conclude a mwutuall peace, 
| Let benigae and proſf roms flarres 
{breathe ſucceſſe vpon theſewarres, 
| 4nd when thrice three months be runne, 
| Be thou father of a ſonne; 5 
A ſon, that may deriue from thee 
The honor of true merit, 
And may to ages, yet tO De, 
Conuay thy bleod,thy ſpirit, 
Making the glory of his fame 
_ Perpetuate, and crown thy name, 
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And gin it life in ſpight of death, - 
"© When Fame ſhall want both trump & breath 
.. Have you beheld ina faire Summers cuen, CR 
The golden-headed Charettor of heauen, 
_ With what a ſpeede his prouder reines doe bend 
His panting horſes to their 10urnies end 3 
How red he lookes, with whar a ſwift careire 
Hee hurries to the lower Hemiſphere, 
And ina moment ſhootes his golden head 
Vpon the pillow ofbluſhing Thets bed. 
Even fo the Bridegoome (whole deſire had wings 
More ſwift thez/me, {witcht on with pleaſure) ſprings 
Into his nuptiall bed ; and looke how fatt 
The ftooping Faulkon clips; and, with what haſte, 
Hertallons ſeize vpon the timorous prey, 
Euen fo hisarmes (impatient of delay) 
His cireling armes embrac'd his bluſhing Bride, 
While ſhe {poore ſoule) lay trembling by his (ide. 
The Bridegroome now growes weary of his gueſts: 
What mirth of late was pleafing, now moleſts 
His tyred patience: Too much ſh weet offends ; 
Sometime tobe forſakenof our friends, 
In Capids morals, is obſeru'd to be 
The truits of friendſhip, in the beſt degree. 
And thus, at lait, the Curtaines being clos'd, 
They left them,each in others armes repos d. 
And here my Muſe bids draw our Curtaines to0; 
Tis vnfit ro ſee what private Loners doe. 
Reader let not thy thoughts grow over rancke, 
But vailethy vnderſtanding with a Blanke, 
Thinke not on what thou thinkR; and, ifthou can, 
Yet vnderſtand not, what thou vnderftandft. 
Soy not thy fruirtull heart with ſo poore ſeeds ; _ 
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Or it, perchance,(vnſowne) they ſpring like weeds, 
Viethem like weeds, thou knowſtnot how to kill, 
Sletght them, and let them thrive againſt thy will. 
View them like euills, what Art cannot preuent, 
But ſee, thou rake no pleaſureintheir'ſent. 
And one thing more; When as the morrow light 
Shall bring the baſhfull Bride into thy ſight; 
Be not to0 cruell; Letno-wanton eye 
Diſturbe, and wrong her confcious modeſty; 
And if ſheblufh, examine norfor what; 
Nay though thou ſee it (Reader) ſeek not. 

And ſhall our ftorv diſcontinue here > 
Or want a period, till another yeare ? 
| Shall we befriend theſe louers, with the night, 
| And leave them buried in their owne delight > 
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| And ſo conclude ? No, it ſhall ne'rebe ſed, 
| That mariage ioyes end in the mariage bed. 

| Fond and adulterate is that loue,which founds 
| Her happineſle on ſuch vnſtable grounds : 

{ And, like a ſudden blaze, it nener laſts, 

|Bur as the pleaſure waxes cold, itwaſts. 
Now <Arealus awakes; and now the light 
[Is enen as welcome to him, as the night : 

| His eyes are fixt ypon his lovely Bride, 

| While ſhe lyes ſiveetly ſlumbring by his fide. 


{She ſleepes; he views her, Thrice, his mind was bent, 


| To call Parthezia, and thrice it did repent. 
Sometimes, his lips, witha ſtolne kifſe would greet 

Her guiltleſic lips; (They ſay ſtolne goods arc ſweet) 

| At length, ſhewakes,and hides her bluſhing cheekes 

In his warme boſome; where, ſhe ſafely ſeekes = , 
[for SantFnary, whereunto ſhould fly 
{The guiltofherproteRed a 


He 
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He ſmiles, and whiſpers in her deafned eare, 
(Women can underſtand, and yet not heare) 
He ſpeakes,but ſhe (even whillt his lips were breaking | - 
Their words) with hers, did ſtop his lips fr6 ſpeaking, | 
Whenthrice three Suns had nov almoſt, out-worne | *' 
The rare ſ{glemnities; that did adorne : 
Theſe princely nuptialls,and had made report 
Grow ſomething ſparing in th' Arcad/an Court, ] 
Argalus, whoſe'endenours were addreſt, be 2 
To practiſe what might;picale Parthenia beſt, 
Reſolu'd to leaue Kutlenders houſe, and crowne : 
Parthenia (ole Commandrefle of her owne. 


Long was 1t, ere Kalauders-liberall care. 5.1 
Could be vnlockt; It:had no power to heare | 
The word;F arewell, Still Arealus entreated, 
And fram'd excuſes; which, he ſoone defeated; 
 Butasthe ftoutAlriaes did caſhetre 4 
One riſing head, another would appeare, | 


Euen fo, whilſt his ingenious loue did ſmother 

One cauſe of parting, he would find another. 
Kalander thus at-laſt, (being oyerwrought h 

With words, which importunity had taught | * 

Inexorable Argalus) was faine | 

To yeeld, what he ſo _ gain-ſaid,invaine; 

Tis now concluded, Argalus malt goe, 

But yet Xalander muſt not leaue them ſo, 

There 1s no parting, till the aged fire 

Shall warme his fingers, by Partheniaes fare ; 

Partheniaſues; Kalander muſt not reſt, 

Till he become Parthemaes promis'd gueſt. 
The rmorrow next, when Titans earely ray 

Had giuen faire earneft of a fairer Day; 


And, with his trembling beames, had repoſleſt 
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The eyes of mortalls, newly rouz'd from reſt, 
They left Kalanders Caftle, and that night, 
Arrm'd they at the Pallace of delight , 
(For fo 'twas call'd) it was a goodly ſeate, 
Wellchoſen ; not capatious, as neate, 
Yet was it large enough, to entertaine 
Apotent Prince withall his Princely trayne, 
 Itleem'da Center to a Parke,well ftord 
Wirh Deere, whoſe well thriuen bounty did afford 
Continuall pleaſece; and delight; nay whar, 
That earth cals goog, this Seat afforded not > 
Th impatient Falkzer here may learne to ſay | 
Forgotten pray'rs; and blefle him every day. 
Thepatient Angler, kere maytire his wiſh, 
And (ithe pleate) may ſweare, and yer catch fiſh, 
The ſneaking Fexler, may goe boldly on, 
And ne're want ſport vntill hispowder's done. If 
And toconclude, there was no (tint, no meaſure 111 
To th'old mans profit, or the young mans pleaſure : \ 
Thither this night the nuprtiall rroope 1s gone; I 
And now Parthenia's welcome to her owne . l 
But would you heare what entertainmentpaſt > | 
Conceive it rather ; for my quill would waſte 
| Th'vnthriving ſtocke of my beſpoken time, | ll 
While ſuch tree bounty cannot ſtand with r1me, i 
But that which moſt did ſeaſon, and imbellith - 
Their choice delights ; and gaue thetrueſtreliſh 
| 
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To their beſt mirth, and picaiures ; was to ſce | 
With what a ſweet conjugjall harmonme il 
A!l things were caryed. Euery word did proue "i 
Toadde ſome acquititionto their Joue. 
So one they were, that none could iuſtly fay, bl 


| Which of them xul'd, or whether did obey. Hee 


- 
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Hee rul'd, becauſe ſhe would obey, and the 
In thus obeying, rul'd as wellas he : 
What pleaſed him, would need no other cauſe, 
To pleaſe her to, but onely his applauſe, 
A happy paire ! whoſe dondle life, bur-one, 
Made one life double; and the ſingle, none, 

Thus when th' vaconitant Lady of the night 
Had chang'd her ſharpned horns,tor anorbe of light, 
Kalander (whoſe occa(ions grew too ſtrong, 
And may not be diſpenc'd withall toolong) 
Takes leaue., and (being equall heauy hearted 
With ſad Parthenia for his haſt) departed. 
But _Argalzs (who never yet could owne 
Himſelfe-with more aduantage thenalone) 


| Andfaire Parthenia (whoſe well pleas'd deſire 


Hopes nothing elſe, if Argalus be by her) 
Need not the helpe of any, toaugment 
The better 1oyes of theirretir'd content : 
Sometimes the curious garden would invite 
Their gentle paces, to her proud delight; (pleaſure, 
Sometimes the welſtor'd Parke would change their 
And tender to her view, her light foot treaſure; _ 
Where th' vnmoleſted Herd would ſeeme to ſtand, 
Andcrauca deathat faire Parthenia's hand. (Tower, 
Sometime their ſteps won'd climbe th' ambitious 
From whofe aſpiring top they might diſcover 

A little commonwealth of land, which none, 

But Argalzs,durit caallenge at his owne, 
Sometimes (for change of pleaſure)he would read 
Selecd ftories, whilſther cares would feed 

Vpon his lips, and now and then a kifle 

Yould interpoſe, like a parenrheſis 

etweene their ſemicircled armes, enclos dy, 
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(0 what dull ſpirit could be indiſpos'd 2h 
Toread ſuch lines! Jand whillt vpon the booke 
his 2yes were ix d, her pleaſed eyeswould looke 
Vpon the gracetull Reader, and eſpic | 
A tory farre more pleaſing in hiseye. 

Vpona day, as they were cloſely ſeated; 
Hereares attending, whiF{t his lips repeated 
A ltory,treating the renow'nd aduentures 
And tamous adts of great Alciaes, enters 
A Meſſenger, whole countenance did bewray 
A aſt roo ſerious, to admit delay, 
His hand preſents him letters, which did bring 
Their ſealed errand from th' Arcadian King, 
Vhereat Parthema roſe, and ftept aſide; 
Her thoughts were troubled; ever as ſhe eyed 
The Meſſenger, her colour comes and goes; 
Parthenia feares; and yet Parthenia knowes 
Not whart to feare; Her iealous heart knowes how 
To feare an Enill,becaulc it feares to know z 
And as he read the lines her eye was fixt 
Vpon his eye, which ſeem'd to ſtrige betwixt 
A thouſand thwarting paſhons : Once he caſt 
His eye on hers; and finding hers fo faſt 


On his, he bluſht; ſhe bluſht, both bluſhe togerher,, 


Becauſe they bluiht for whar, vaknowne to either. 

The letter being read (and hauing kift 

Baſil: 1s name) he ſpeedily diſmiſt 

The meſſe2er; with promiſe to obey 

Baſiligs init commands, without delay. 

Thar done; he rooke Partheniaby the hand, - 

His deare Partheia, by the trembling hand; 

And t5 her greedy eye he ſtraight preſents 

| The Paper, ballacd with it's - COIntents ; 
3 


Parthenis: 
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| Parthenia , with a fearefull ſlowneſſe rooke ws | 
And witha fearefullhaſt did ouerlooke it : 
Her face being blanched with the pallide fignes _ 


Of wat ſhe fear'd too ſoone; ſhe read theſc lines. | 


Baſilius Rex. 

V Hereas the famous and vifttlorious name— 

Of great Amphialus,makes the trumpe of F ame 
Breathe nothing but his conqueſts and renowne, 
Whoſe lawleſſe attions fortune ſtriues to crowne 
(In ſþight of Inſlice) with a Vitlors merit, 
Reſpefting more the greatneſſe of his ſpirit, 
T hen inſtneſſe of his cauſe, to the difhonour 
Of vertue, andall ſuch 25 waite vpon her 
And furthermore, whereas his power i knowne 
T 'oppugne the welfare of owr State and Crowne, 
With ſtrong rebellion, to the high aduancement 
Of his diſloyall glory, andinhancement | 
Of hes perfid: ous name, the great increaſe ; 
Of factions, and difturbance of our peace. OY 
Likewiſe, whereas his high preuailing hand ; 
(Againſt the force whereof no fleſh can ſtand) 
Could ne're be equall'dyet, much leſſe orecome, ; 
But with londitriumph, flill does carry home 
T he ſpoyles of our loſt honour, to the fame 
Of his rebellious glory, andonr ſhame. 
We therefore in onr Princely care, perpending ; 
T he ſerious premiſes, and much depending | 
Oz your kyowne conrage, hauc ſeletted you | | 
To fiaxd our Champion royall, and renew 
Our wafted honeur, with your ſword and launce, 
In equall Duell; Thus you ſhall aduance 
T he zlor ious pitch of your renowned name 
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With the braue purchaſe of eternall fame - 
In this you ſhall reuike our dying zlorie, 
And line the ſubiett of this ages ſtory, 
(Which ſhall bereadtill time ſhall haue an end) 
| 4nd tye Baſilius your perpetaall friend. 
 Toour right truſly and noble 
kinſman Argalus. 
But as ſhe read, a teare did trickle downe 
Vpon the lines, as if 1t meant to drowne 


| Th 'vnwelcome meſſage, and at length ſhe ſaid, 


Ah me ( my Argalus) was't this you made 
Such haſt to anſwer ? did that anſwer need 
| Tobereturned with ſo great a ſpeed ? 
| Can you, oh can you be ſo quickly won, 
1 To leaue your poore Parthenia, and be gon ? 
! To whomreſolned Arealus (whoſe eye 
| Was fixt vpon his honour) made repliez 
| My acare Parthenia, were it to obtaine 
| The vuſumm d wealth of Pluto, or to gaine 
| The ſoneraignty of the earth,without the expence 


bo 
: 


| Of blood or ſweate, without the leaſt pretenſe 
' Of danzer, my ambition would deſpiſe 

| The eaſe conqueſt of ſo great a price, 

| If purchas'd by thy diſcontent, or by 

The pooreſt teare that trickles from thine eye; 
But to recall my promiſe, or forſake 

| That reſolution honour bid me make 

' Inthisbehalfe, or to betray that truſf 

' Repos'd inme, the gods would be vniu ft, 
| (Andwot themſelues) if they ſhould but commana ; 


| Orvrge pne, with an ouerſmwaying hand. 


has 15 4 Coed FRF 
_ Us” OT Tg Yu. 


| My deare Patthenia; Let ofalſe ſuggeſtion 
Abuſe thy paſſion, or preſume to queſtion 
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My deareſt lone, Though honour bids vs part, 
Tet honour cannot robbe thee, of my heart : 
Honour , that calls me with her loud alarmes, 
Will bring me back, with Triumph, to thine armes, 
So ſaid; the fad Parthenia, (whoſe tearcs 
Are turnd Lieptenants to her tongue) forbeares 
To tempt her language : Griefes, that are but ſaml, 
Can ſpeake, when great ones cannot vent at all : 
| Buttender hearted Areas (to whom 
Such ſilence ſpeakes too loud) torſooke the roome; 
And, with a breſt, as full of penſiue care, 
As honor, gauedireQtions to prepare 
His warlike Steed, his Martiall attire 
Andallthings,ſfuch imployment does require, 
And here 0 thou, thou great ſupreameprotereſſe 
Of botder ſpirits, and the ſole direfreſſe 
0 f lofty flying quills , which ſhall derive 
To after times, what glorious ſwords acchine; 
And mak ft the ations of heroick ſpirits 
Perpetuate, and crowne their names, their merirts, 
Wiftrions Clio : Aide me, and inſpire 
My ragged rimes, with thy diviner fire; 
Teach me to raiſe my ſlile,and to attaine 
A pitch, that may tranſcend the wulgars flraine, 
Reach me a quill, rent from an Eagles wing, 
And let my Incke be blood, that I may fins 
Death tothe life : let him, that reads, expound 
Each daſh, a ſword, andenery word; awound, 
By this, the Chazzpion royal had put on 
His martiall weeds, and haſting to be gone 
The poore Parthexia, whoſe cold fit pait 
(Like thoſe in Agnes) now docs burne as faſt : 
She leaues the lonely roome, as comming out, 
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| None other life to venture; but your owne; 
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She finds her Argalus, encloſed about 
1th glitrering wa!ls of tteele, apparell'd round 

In his bright armes, (whom ſhe had rather found 

Lockt vp1n her's) and wanting nothing now, 

But what her lips could not(poore ſoule)allow, 

Without fea of teares, her laſt farewell, 

She ranne vnto him and wept; and, weeping fell 


Vponher knees; ſhe claſpr him by the arme, 


And looking vp, ſhe thus began to charme: 
My Argalns; my Argalus : my deare, 
Ana wilt bom zoe, and leaue Parthenia here ? 
Wilt thou forſake me then ? And can theſe teares 

Not intercede betwixt thy deafned eares, 

And my ſad ſuit ? Canſt thou, 0 canſt thou gee, 
And leauethy poore defireſt Parthnia ſo ? 
Parthenia ſues; Parthenia des implere, 
Parthenia begges, that newer begg d before; 
Remember, O remember you are,now, 

Vnaer the power of a ſacred vow : 


Honour muſt ſtoope to vewes which once being crackr, 
1 Ton cannot doe an honourable ad : 


Ihaxe a Right unto you: you are mine; 
Thaue that Intereſt, which Ile ne're reſigne, 


| Till death - Ile nener hatard to forgoe 


Ny whole eſtate of happ/neſſe, at one throw, 


| No, no, Iwill not - 1 will hold thee faft 
| In ſpight of Honour and her nine dayes blaſt; 


Tour former aits haue gintn ſuff 1cient proofe 
Tothe wide world; your valour's knowne enough 


| Without a further tryall: There's enow 


To loſe their lines (lefſe worthy ) beſides you; 


Twas then a time for armes,when you had nowe, 


" Excuſe 
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Excuſe me then, that onely doe endeauor , 
To hold mine owne, which now I muſt, or neuer, 
Mine, mine you are, and you can vndertake 
No danzer, but Parthenia muſt partake, 
Shall your Parthenia be indanger d then * 
Parthenia ſhall be preſent, euen when 
The ſirokes fall thickeſt; and Yurthenia ſhall 
Sniffer what ere to Argalus may befall, 
Parthenia, i your greateſt paines, ſhall ſmart, 
Your blood ſhall trickle from Parthenia's heart - 
| Canprayers obtaine no place ? By this deare hand, 
T he ſacred pledge of our coniugiall band, 
By ali the pleaſures of our deareſt lone, : 
By heauen, and all the heauenty powers abouc, 
Or if thoſe motiues cannot finde aroome, 
Yet by the tender fruit, that in my wombe 
Begins to budde, pr if ought elſe appeare. 
To thy beſi thoughts more pretious or more deare, 
By that, forſake me not, although the reſt. 
Preuaile not. Grant this firſt, this laſt requeſt : 
 Towhomthe brokenhearted Argus, 
Wearicd, but not o'recome, made an{wer thus; 
My deare Parthenia, Thy deires neuer 
\ Gaine ſaid my wiil, till now : Doe not perſcuer 
To craue that boone, I cannot grant : forbeare | 
To vrge me : Refolttion hathno eare :.- 
" Weepe not (my Toy :)Let not thoſe drops of thine, 
That trickle from fo faire an eye; diuine 
A foule ſucceſſe; Cheare vpon, A ſmile, or two 
Would make me halfe a-Conqueror, ere ] goe : 
Shine forth; and let nocuuious cloud'benight 
The eloriogs (uſter of ſo faire alight, 
Dowbt neigny life : The inſtneſſe of my cauſe. 
"Ems | | 
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That brings me on, will quite me with applauſe, 
Feare n0t, that ſuch a bleſſing , ſuch a wife 
Was e re intended for ſo jhort alife. 
Expect my ſafe returne; 4s quicke, as glorious, 
Hy Genius tells me, 1 ſhall live, viftorious. 

So ſaid, as if that paſſion had forgot 
Her mother tongue, her tongue replyed not : 
Bur, like to one, new ſtricken with the thunder, 
She ſtood betwixt amazement, feare, and wonder : 
His lips tooke leaue, and ashis armes ſurrounded 
Her feeble waſt,ſhe ſtraight fell down,and {wounded 
But .AMrealws,tranſported with the tide 
And tyranny of honour, couldabide 
No longer ſtay; He truſts her tothe guard 
Of herowne women; left her, and repair'd 
Vnto the Campe; wherein, he ſpent ſome dayes, 
In parley, with .{Hmphialus; and aſlayes, 
By all perſwaſiue meanes, to make him yeeld _ 
To iuſt demands, and not to ſtaine the field 
| *With needleſſeblood; Bur finding him vnapt 
For peacefull counſel! (being ſtrongly rapt 
With his owne fame) and ſcorning to afford 
His care to any language, but the ſword, 

 Heceas'd Yaduiſe him; and.(enforc'd to try 

{ A rougher Dale?) wrote him this defie.. 
Renown'd Amphialus, 
If ftrons perſwaſions, backt with reaſons could 
Bin honour d with your care, your wiſedome would, 
In yeelding to ſo faire 4 peace, haue won 
As ample zlory,as your ſword hath done. 
You ſhould hae conquer'd ſoules pwhere now at moſt, 
T0 can ſubdue but bodics, that haue loft 
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Sowne on bis harren ſoyle, can find no frait, 
Receine a mortall challenge, from a hand, 
Whoſe inſlice takes aglory to withſtand 
So foule a cauſe, and labours to ſubdue 
Tour heedlefje errors, wh:lft it honours you. 
Compoſe you then, to make 4 preparation, 
According to your noble wonted faſhion, 
And thinke not ſleight, of nere ſo weake an arme 
That ſtrikes, when Tuſtice ſtrikes vp her alarme. 
; * Argalus 
No ſooner had he read it,bur his pen, 
With noble ſpeed, return'd theſe lines agen. 
Much more renowned Argalus, 
Your faithfull ſeruant, whoſe viftorions brow 
Was neuer dauntedyet, is daunted now, | 
By your braue curteſie, being ſtricken dumbe 
With your rare worth, and fairly ouercome, | 
Yet doubting not the inſtzeſſe of my Cauſe | 
(That's ouer-ruled by the ſacred lawes 
Of deareſt lone) will gine my ſword the power, 
Euen ts maintaine it, to the lateſt houre. I 
T ſhall expect your commins in the Iſle, 
Where, with a heart (not poyſo# d withthe bile 
Or gallof malice) with my deareſt blood, 
Y our ſeruant ſhall be ready 18 make good 
His inſt deſignes, aſſured of no leſſe 
Then treble fame, if crowned with ſucceſſe; 
If mot, There's no diſhononr can accrew, 
.* Ju being conquer d, and 0re come by you . 
= Amphialus 
Soone after, Argalus, (whoſe blood did boyle 
Tobe in afion)comes into the 1fle LO 
Clad in white armoxr, gilt, and ſirangely dreſt 
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Wirth knots of womans hayre, which fromhis creſt 

Hung dangling downe;and,witatheir bountions trea. 

Oreſpred hisCorſlet 1na liberall meaſure, (lure 

His curious furniture was faſhion out, l 

Like to a flying Eagle, round abour 

Beſet with plumes; whoſe crooked beak (being caft 

Intoa coſtly Tewef) was made faſt 

Toth'{addle bow : Her ſpredden train did couer 

His crooper, whillt the trappers ſeem'd to houer 

Like wings; that, to the fixt beho[ders eye, 

As the Horſepranc'd, the Eagle ſeem'd to fly. 

Vpon his arme,(his threatning arme) he wore 

A ſleeue, all curiouſly embroydred ore 

With bleeding hearts, which faire Parthenia made, 

(In thoſe croſſe times, when fortune ſobetraid 

Their ſecret loue,and witha ſmiling frowne 

Daſht their falſe hopes) as copies of her owne. . 

Vpon his ſhield (tor his denice) he ſet 

Two neighbring Palmes,whoſe budding branches met 

And twin'd together; the obſcure Impreſe 

Imported this, Thus flouriſhing, as theſe : 

His Horſe was ofa fiery Sorrell . Blacke 

His maine, his feet, his taile,; on his proud backe, 

A coaleblack Lift : His noſtrells, open wide, 

Breath'd warre, before his ſparkling eye diſcryde 

An enemy to encounter; vp by turnes, 

He lifts his haſty hoofes, as if he ſeornes 

The carth, or if his tabring feet had found 

Away, to 20e, and yetne're change the ground. 
By this Amphialus (who all this wane 

Thought minuts yeares) was landed 1n the 1/le, 

In all reſpe@s provided, to afford 

As bountious entertainment ;as the ſword 
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Their Steeds, (that needed not a pricke to wound 
Their bleeding flanks) both ſtart, & with ſmooth run- 
Their ſtaues declining with vnthakencunning (ning 
Perform'd their maſters will, with angry ſpeed: 
But Argalzs his well inſtructed Steed 
Being hor, and full of courage(fiercely led 
By his ownepride) preſt in hisprouder head, 
The which when ſtout Amphialus eſpide, 
(Well knowing it vnſafeto give his ide) 
Preſt likewiſe in; ſo that both men, and horſe 
Shouldring each other, witha double force | 
Fell tothe ground. But by accuſtom'd sk1ll, 
And help of Fortunes hand, that ſiccours {till 
Bold ſpirits, ſhunn'd the danger ofthe tall, 
And had (lefle fear'd then hurt) no harme ar all. 
They roſe, drew forththeis ſwords; which now begun 
To doe what their left ſtaues had left vndone. 
Have ye behelda Leaguer? Inwhat fort 
The deepe mouth'd Cannon playes vpon the Forr, 
And how by peecemeales it doth batter downe 
 Theyeclding walls of the beſieged rowne ? 
 Enenſo their ſwords (whoſe oft repeated blowes 
Could finde no patience yet to interpoſe 
A breathing reſpite) with redoubled firength 
So hew'd their proofeleſſe armoutrs, that at length 
Their failing truſt began to proue vnſound,' 
And peece by peece,they dropt vpon the ground, 
Truſting their bodies to the bare defence 
Of vertue, and vnarmed innocence. | 
Such deadly blowes were dealt, and ſuch requited, 
That Mars himſelfe Rood rauiſht and affrighted 
To ſee the cruell Combate: Every blow 
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Art ſeite-{ame initant; So incomparable o— 
Their s&il{ull quickneſle was, that none was able 
To ſay (althoughtheir watchfull eyes attended 
The ſtrokes) who madethe blow,or whodefended. 
Long was it ere their equall skilland force 

Of armes could how a better, or a worſe. 

Neither preuail'd as yet; yet both excell'd 

In not prevailing. Never eye beheld 

Moreequall ods : No wound as yet could fhow 

A drop ot waſted blood, yet cuery blow 
Was tull of death. Wher skilfull Gameſters play, 


The Chriſtmas box gaines oftcw more then they, 


At length the ſword of CArealus (that neuer 
Thirſted fo long in vaine tillnow; nor cuer | 
Made victory doubrfull for ſo long a ſpace) * 
Faſtneda wound on the difarmed face 
Of ſtout Amphialus, who now does feele 
The cquall temper ofhis enemies fkeele, 
Yet was not daunted, by the blow recetu'd, 
Nor of his wonted courage {o breau'd, 
As by the ſaucy daring of one thruſt 
To faint or yeeld: rather a braue diſtru(t 
Of his old worth, call'da new anger on, 
And fir'd him to {ſudden talion: 
When as directed by ſome fate-bleſt charme 
He madea ſecond ſtroake.that pterc'd the arme 
Ot haughty Argalas, and made him know | 
Amphialus would rather dyethen-owe.- 
Argalus bluſh't for want of blood, Expecting 
A quicke revenge, which was not long effecting; | 
For whilſt Amphialzs (whoſe hopes inflam'd 
His tyrannous thoughts with conqueſt, 8 proclaim'd 
Vndoubted victory) heapr his ſtrokes {0 fait -: 
$ 
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As if each blow had ſcorn'd to be the laſt. 

The watchfull 7realws (whole nimble eye 
Diſpos'd his time, in onely putting by) 

Pur home a thruſt, (his right foor comming in) 
And pierc'd his Naxe/l, that the wound had bin 

_ Nolefle then death, 1t Fortune, (that can turne 

A miſchiefe to aduantage) had forborne 

'Toſkhow a miracle; for with that blow, 

Amphialus laſt made, his arme had ſo 

Oreſtrucke it ſelfe; that 1deward to the ground 

He fell; and falling, he receiu'd that wound 

VWhich (had he ſtood)had enter'd in, pvint blancke, 
Bur, falling, only graz'd vpon his flancke, 
Being downe;braue Argalus his threatning ſword 
Bids yeeld; Amphialus anſwering not a word, 

(As one, whoſe mighty ſpirit did difdaine 

A life ofalmes) but ſtr1uing to regaine 

Hislegs, and honour, A4rgals let drive, 

Withall the ſtrength, a wounded arme could giuc, 
Vpon his head, bur his hurt arme (nor able 

Todoe him preſent ſernice, anſwerable 

Tohis defires) lethis weapon fall; 

With that Amphialus (though daz'd withall) 
Aroſe, but Argalus ran in, and graipt _. * 

(Being closd together) with him;where,both claſpt 
And grip'd each in th'unfriendly armes of either; 
Awhile they grappled; grappling, fell together, 
And onthe ground, with equall fortune ſtroue; 
Sometime Amphialus was-got aboue, 

And ſometimes Argalus. Both ioyntly vow d 
Revenge; Both wallowed in their mingled blood, 
Bothblecding freſh: Now Argalzs bids yeeld. 
And now Amphialuc: Both would win the field, _ 
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Yet neither could; Ar laſt, by free conſent, 


| They roſe; and to their breathed ſwords they went; 
| The Combar's now renew'd, both laying on, 

| 
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As ifthe fight had beene but new begun. 
New wounds aſlwage the ſmarting otthe old, 
And warme blood entermingles withthe cold. 


| But Argalzs (whoſe wounded arme had loſt 


Moreblood, thenall his body could almoſt 
Supply; and like an vnthrifr, that expends 
$0 lon as hehath either ſlocke, or friends) 
Bled more then his ſpent Fountains could make good 
Hts ſpirit could giue courage, butnot blood. 
As when two wealthy Clyents, that waxc old 


| Inſuir, (whoſe learned counſel can vphoid, 

| Andglaze the cauſe alike, oneither fide) 

| During taetine their tearmly golden tide 

| Shail dow alike, fromborh, 'tis hard to ſay 

: Vho proſpers beſt, or who ſhall get the Day. 
But he, whoſe water firſt (hall ceaſe to flow, 


Andebbe ſo long, till it (hall ebbe too low. 


 Hiscaule, (though richly laden tothe brincke, 
' Withright) ſhall tirike vpon the barre and fincke; 


' Andthenan eaſie Counſel may vnfold 


The doubt, The queſt:ox's ended; with the gold. 


| EvnenſoourCombatarts, the whil'ft their blood 


; Was equall ſpilt;the Cauſe ſeem'ſt equall good, 
| The Victory cquall,equall was their armes; 


Their Hopes were cquall: equall was their harmes: 


But whenpoore Argalws his wafting blood 


Ebb'd in his veines,(although it made a flood 

A pretious flood, inthe vngratefull field) 

His cauſe, his ſtrength, (but not hisheart) muſt yeeld: 
Thus wounded Argalms the oor he fail'd, 
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The more the proud Amphialys prevail'd, 
With that Amphialus (whoſe noble ſtrife 
Was but to purchaſe honour, and nor life) 
Perceiuing what aduantage,in the fight 
He gained, and the valour ofthe Xnght, 
Became his ſuitor, that himſelfe would pleaſe 
Topitty himſelfe, and let the Combat ceaſe, 
Which noble Argls (that neuer vs'd 
In honour to part ſtakes) with thankes, refus'd-. 
(Like toa luckelefle gameſter, who, the more 
He loſes, is lefle willing to glue o're) 
And filling vp his empty veines with ſpite, 
Begins to ſuname his forces, and vnite 
His broken ftrength; and (like a Lampe that makes 
Theegreateſt blaze at-going out) he takes 
His {word inboth his hands; andat a blow, 
Cleft armour, ſhield, and arme, almoſt in two. 
But now. enrag'd Amphialus forgets. 
All pitty ; and, truſting-to his Cards, he ſets 
That focke of courage, treaſur'd in hisbreſt ' 
Makinghis whole eſtate of ſtrength, his Ref + 
And vies ſuch blowes, as Arg lus could nor ee 
Withour his loſle of life : ſo thundred he. 
Vpon his'wounded body, that each wound 
Seem'd likean open Sluce of blood; that fouud: 
No hand to ſtop it, till the doletull cry- 
Of a moſt beautious Lady, (who well-nigh, 
Had runne her ſelfe'to death) reftrain'd hisarme 
(Perehance too late) from doing furtherharme. 

_ Itwasthe faire Parthenia; whothatnight 
Had dream'd; ſhe ſaw her husband in that plight 
Shenow'had found him; 'Feare and Loue together 
Gave her no reſt, tillrhey had brought her thitker. 
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The nature ofher feare did now begin Lf 

T expel! the feare of Nature; ſtepping in, | 

Betweene their pointing ſwords, ſhe proſtrate lay 

Before their blood-bedabbled feet, to ſay 

She knew not what; foras her lips would ſtriue 

To be deliuer'd, a deepe ſigh would driue 

Th abortiue iſſue ofher language forth; 

Which, borne vntimely, peritht in the birth; 

Anditf her {ighes would gwueher leaue to vent it, 

O then a teare would trickle, and preuent it; 

But when the winde of her loud {ighes had laid 

The ſhower of her teares, ſheſobb'd and faid : 

O wretched eyes of minc | O mailfull fight ! 

O aay of darkneſſe ! 0 eternal nieht ! <= 

And there ſhe ſtopt; her arbcing fixt VPOR I 

Amphialus, the {igh'd, and thus went on; ; li 
My Lord, | | 


— 


'T's ſaid you loue: Then, by that ſacred powe 

Of lout, as you'd finde mercie in the houre 

Of ereateſt miſery, leaue off;, and ſheathe 

Tour bloody ſword : or elſe if nought but death 

May ſlake your anzer, O let mine, let mine 

Be a ſufficient offring at the Shrine 

Of your appeaſedthonghts,or if you thirſt 

For Argalus h« life, then take mine firſt - 

Or, if for noble blood you ſeeke, if ſo 

Accept of mine; my blood is noble too, 

pas a5 the filling : Enen for her deare ſake, ' 

Y owr tender ſoule affetts, awake, awake, 

Tour noble mercy - Grant, I care not whether ; 

Let me dye firſt. or ,kill vs both together, 

With that Amphialiu was about to ſpeake, 

Bnt Argalu (whoſe heart did aimed break _ | 
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To heare Partheniaes words) made this reply, 
Parthenia, ab Parthenia, Then wuſt 1 
Be bought ani ſold for teares ? Is my condition 
So poore, I cannot line, but 7 petition ? 
So ſaid; He ſtept aſide (for feare, by chance, 
The fury' of ſome miſguided blow may glance 
And touch Parthenia) and,filld with high diſdaine, 
Would have begun the Combat freſh againe. 
But now, Amphialus was charm'd; hishand 
Had no ſufficient warrant to- withſtand 
Parthenia 's (uit, from whoſe faire eyes there came 
Such precious teares, inſo belou'd a name; 
His eyes grew tender, and his melting heart 
Was overcome; his very ſouledid ſmart, 
He ftirced not, but kept htmat a diſtance, 
And (putting by ſome blowes) made no reſiſtance. 
But whar can long endure > Lampes wanting oyle, 
Muſt our at laſt, although they blaze a while, 
Trees wanting Sap, muſt wither, (trength and beauty 
Can claime no priuiledge to quit that duty Tr 
They owe to Tie and Change; but like a Vine 
(The vnaſound ſupporters failing) mult decline: 
Poore Argalus growes faint, and muit glue ore 
To ſtrike; his feeble arme can ftrike no more ; 
And raturespalefac'd Bayly now dittraines 
His blood, for that ſmall debt that yet remaines: 
Vnpaid, His arme that cannot vie the poyer, 
Now leaues vpon the pome#, cuery 10yAt | 
Diſc!atmes their. idle {ttnews; and his eye- 
Begins to double euery obietby, 
Nothing appeares the ſame it was; the ground, 
And all thereon does ſeeme to dance the round. 
His legs grow faint; andrhinking to fit downe,. 


He 
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Hee miit his Charre; and fell intoa ſwoune. = 
With that Amphialus and Parthexia tan, 

Ran inwith haſt, Amphialus began 

To looſe his Helmet, whilſt her buſie palme 

Chaf'd his cold Temples, and (diſtilling Balme 

Into his wounds) her haſty fingers tore 

Her linnen fleeues, and Partlet that ſhe wore, 

To wipe the teare-mixt blood away,and wrap 

His wounds withall; vpon her panting lappe 

She laide his liuelefſe head, and (wanting bands 

To binde the bloody cloathes) her nimble hands 

(As ifit were ordained for that end, 

And therefore made fo long)did freely rend 

Her dainty haire, by handfuls from her head, 

But as ſhe wrapt the wounds, her eyes would ſhed 

And wet the rags ſo much, that the was faine 

With ſighs and fobs to drie it vp againe. 

Thus halfe diftraed with her griefes and feares 

Theſe words ſhe centermingles with her teares; 
Diſtreft Parthenia ! Into what eſtate 

Hath fortune, andthe direfull hand of Fate 

Drinen thy perplexed ſoule ? O thou,0 thou, 

T hat wert the preſident of all ioyes, but now, 

Now trun'd th example of all miſery, 


How leſſe then nothing art thou ? and how more 
Then miſerable ! Thou that wert before | 
All Ladies of rhe earth for happinel | 
But very now, (ah me) now; nothing lefſe : [| 
O angry heauens;what hath Parthenia done, 
Tobe thus plagu'd or why not plagu'd alone j 
If guilty ? what ſhallpooreParthenia oe? i 
To whons ſhall ſhe complain? alas ! or who | 
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Shall giue reliefe ? nay who can gine reliefe 

To her, that hopes for ſuccour from her griefe ? 

O dcath ! Muſt we be parted then ? for ener ? 

And neuer meet againe? what, nener ? neucr? 

Or ſhall Parthenia now be ſo vukinde, 

Toleauc her Argalus, and ftay behind ? 

No, 10, my acareſt Argalus, make roome, 

(There's roome enough in heauen) I come, I come. 
Who cucr ſawa dying coale of fire, 

Lurke in warme embers (till ſome breath inſpire 

A forc'd reuiuall) how obſcure it lies; 

And being blowne,glimmers a while,and dies ? 

So Argals, to whom Parthenia's breath 

Giuing new life, (alife in ſpite of death) 

Recall'd him from his death-reſembling traunce; 

Who from his panting Pillow did aduance 

Hisfeeble head; and looking vp.he made 

Hard ſhift to force a language, and thus faid; 370 
Ay deare Parthenia : Norv my glafſe « runne; [5-4 

The T apeurs tell me that the Play s done; bt. 

My dayes are ſumm d. Death ſeizes on my heart, 

Alas ! thetime is come, and we muſt part 

Yet by my better hopes; grimme death does bring 

No griefeto Argalus, #o other ſting | 

But this, that I muſt leaue thee, euen before 

9 gratefull attions can croſſe the ſcore 
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Of thy deare merits : 


But ſince it pleaſes him, whoſe wiſedome ftill 


Diſpoſes all things by his better will, 
Depend vpon his goodneſſe, audrehye 
F pon his pleaſure, not inquiring why + | 
And truſt that one aay we ſhall meet, 4nd then al 
Ertioy each other, ne re to part agen: 
| CM eane 
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Meane while live happy : Let Parthenia wake 
No doubt, bitt bleſſed Argalus ſhall partake 
In all her iojes 03 earth, which ſhall increaſe 
H1 ioyes in heauen, and ſoules eternalt yeaco. 
Lowe well the deare remembrance of thy true 
And faithfull Argalus ; let no thought renew 
My laft diſgrace : thinke not the hand of Fate 
Made me unworthy, thouch vufortunate. 

And as he ſpake that word, his lips did vent 
A ſigh, whoſe violence had well-nigh rent 
His heart intwaine; and whena parting kiſſe 
Had given him earneſt of approaching bliſle, 
Hee ſnatcht his ſword into his hand, and cryde, 
O Death ! thou art the conquerour, and dyde. 


With that, Parthenia,whoſe livelihood was founded 


Vpon his lite, bow'd downe her head and (wounded. 
But, Griefe, that (like a Lion) loucs to play 
Before it kils, gave Death a longer day, 
Elſe had Partheniady'd, fince death deprined 
Him ofhis life, in whoſe deare life ſhe lined. 
But ah ! Parthenia's ſorrow was too deepe, 


' Too-too vnruly, to be lull'd afleepe 


By ought but Death, Sheſtartles from her-ſwound, 
And nimbly riſing from the loathed ground, 


| Kneeles downe, and layes her trembling hand vpon 


Eis luke-warme lips, but finding his breath gone, 


Griefe playesthe Tyrant fierce diſtraQtion drines her 
She knowes not where; vabounded rage depriues her - 


Oi ſenſe and language; here and there ſhe goes, 
Not l nowing what to doe; nor what ſhe does. 
Sometimes her fayre miſguided hand would teare 


Her b-auteous face ; ſometimes, her bounteousha're, 
 Asiftacirvſecould ſtand her in no ſtead, 


SINCC 


oY INT 
wy ; 


_— 
o_— 


| 


Since her beloued &rgalac was dead. 

But now Amphialgs (that all this ſpace 
Stood like an 10, faſtned to his place; 
Where with a world of teares, he did bemoane 
Thedeed, that his vnlucky handshad done) 
Vellknowing; thathis words would aggrauate, 
Noteaſethe miſcrie of her woeful! Rate, 
Spakenot, but caus'd her women that came with her 
To vrgeher to the Ferre; where togerher 
With her dead A4rgals,ſhe'embarckr; from whom 
She would not part : no ſooner was ſhe come = 
Torother ſhore, but all the funerall ſtate 
Of militarie diſcipline did waite 
Vponthe Corps, whilſt troopes of tricklingeyes 
Fore-ranthe well perform'd ſolemnities : 
The Martiall Trawpetbreath'd her dolefull ſound, 
Whil & others traild their Enfigres on the ground 
Thus was the moſt lamented Corpes conuaid, 
Vpona Charier, lin'd, aud ouerlaid 
With Sbles, to his houſe; a houſe, then night 
More black, no more the Pallace of Delight, 
YVhere now we leaue him to recetue the Crowne 
Prepar'd for vertue, and deſeru'd renowne; 
Where now we leaue himto be full poſleft 
Of endleſſe peace,andeucrlaſting Reft. 

But who fhall comfort poore Parthenia now > 
What 0r«tory can preuaile ? or how 
Cancounſell chuſe but bluſh to vndergoe 
So vaine a taske, and be contemned too ? 
May Counſell moue a heart,whoſe beſt releefe 
Conſiftsindeſperate yecelding to a gricte ? 
Or what advice can rellifh in her cares, 
That weepes, and takes a pleaſure 1n her teares? 

Readers 
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Readers, forbeare : ſorrowes that are lamented ; 
Are but exuicerated, but augmented, 

Forbeare attempt, where there isno preuayling; 
A deſperate griete growes ſtronger by bewayling: 
Leaue her tO time and fortune : let your eyes 

No longer pryc 1nto her miſeries; 

True mourners loue to be beheld of none; 

Who truly grieues, deſire togricue alone, 

But now ourbloodhound Muſe muſt draw, and 
LAmphialus, and bring the Murtherer backe (track 
To a new Cowbate: W here it fortune pleaſe 
To crowne our Tragick Sceare, and to appeaſe 
The crying blood of Argalzs, with blood; 

Our detter relliſht ſtory(making good 
Your hopetull expettations) ſhall befriend 
The teares ofour Parthezia, and end. 

Soone as the {tout CAmphialzs had out-worne 

The danger of his wounds, and made returne 


_— 


_ Into the Marttall Campe; there, to maintaine 


His new-got honor, and to cntertaine 
Agericued chillengers, that ſhall demand, 

Or feeke for ſatisfaction from his hand; 
Anarmed X xizht came praunfing o're the plaine, 
Denouncing warre,and breathing torth diſdaine. 
Foure dam'{ellsvſherd hiny, in ſable weeds; 

And foure came after; all on mourning Steedes; 
His curious Armour was {o painted ouer 

With lively ſhadowes, that you might diſcouer 
The image ofa gaping Sepulchre; 

Aboue the which, wereſcattered here and there 
Some dead mens bones :His horſe was black as let; 
His furniture was round about beſet 

With branches, ſlipt fromthe ſad Cypreſſe tree; 
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Embroydred were with wormes : vpon his ſhield, 
For his Impreſe, he had a beautious childe, 
Whoſe body had two heads, whereof the tone 
Appear'd quite dead;the other (drawing on) 
Did ſeeme ro gaſpe for breath; and vnderneath, 
This Motto was ſubſ{crib'd, From death by death. 
Thus arm'd ro poinr, he {ent his bold defie 
T Amphialus, who ſent as quick replye. 
Forthwith; being ſummon'd by the Trumpets ſound, 
They ſtarr, bur braue Amphialis, that found, 
The Xnizht had mitt his Reſt, (as yet not met) 
Scorning to take aduantage, would not let 
His Launce dc ſcend, nor(branely paſling by) 
Encounter his befriended enemy. 
Whereat the angry Knight (not apt tobrook 
Such vnſupportable miſhappe) forſooke 
His white-mouth'd Szeea, throwing his Lawnce aſide. 
(Which too too partial fortune had denide 
A faire ſucceſſe) drew forth his glittering ſword, 
Whereat Amphialy lighted (whoabhorr'd 
A conqueſt meerly by aduantagegain'd, 
Eſteeming it but robb'd, and-nor obtain'd) 
Drew forth his (word, and, for alittle ſpace, 
Their ſtrokes contended with an equall pace, 
And fiercenefle : He did more diſcouer 
A brauery, then anger; whil' the other 
Bewray d more fpleene, then either skill, or ſtrength, 
To manage it: Amphialus, at length, 
. With more then wonted eaſe, did batter ſo- 
His ill detended armour, that each blow, 
Open'da doore, for death toenter in; 
And now the noble Conguerour does begin 
To hate f@ poore aconqueſt, and difdain'd 
Totakealife, fo cafily obtain'd. 
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| All mercy) deepely pierc'd into his fide; F 
\- Thatdone; heloos'd his Helmet, with intent, | 
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And mou'd with pitty, (ſtepping backe) he aid 

His vnreſiſted ciolage ae Fai? ; 
S1r Knight, conteſt no more; but take the peace 

Of your owne paſſion, Let the Combare ceaſe, 

Seeke not your cauſleſſe ruine; Turne your arme 

(Better imploya) gainſt ſuch, as wiſh you harme. , 

Husband your life, before it be to0 late, T” 

Fall not by him, that ne're deſeru d your hate. = 

To whom, the X right return'd theſe words againe, _ 
T hou tyeſt falſe Traitor, and I here diſdaine 

Both words and mercy, witha baſe dtfie, 

And to thy throat , my ſword ſhall tarxe the lye. 

To whom Amph:alus ; vncinill Knight, 

Couragions in nothing, but in ſpight, 

Ana baſe diſcourteſie, thou ſoone ſhalt know, 

Whether thy tongue betrayes thy heart or no. 

And as he ſpake, he gaue himſucha wound 

Vpon the necke, as {truck him to the ground. 

And, with the fall, his ſword (that now denyde 


To make his onerlauiſh rongue repent 
Of thoſe baſe words, he had ſo baſely ſaid, 
Or elſe, to crop him ſhorter, by the head. 
Who ever ſaw th'illuſtrious eye ofnoone 
{New broken from a gloomy cloud) {end downe 
His earth reioycing glory, and diſplay | 
His golden beames vponthe ſonnes of Day: ; 
Euen fo, the Helmer being gone; a faire £ | 
And coſtly treaſure of vnbraided hare 
Oreſpred the ſhoulders of the vanquifht Knight, 
Whoſe, now diſcouer'dviſage (in deſpight 
Ofneighb'ring death)did witnefle and proclaime 
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And ſhe it was indeed, ſee how ſhe lies 
Smiling on death, as it her bleſfed eyes 
(Bleſt in their beſt deſires) had cſpied | 
His face already,for whoſe fake ſhe died. 
The Lz#/es, and rhe Roſes(that while e're 
Stroue in her Cheekes, till they compounded therey 
Have broke their truce, and freſhly falne to blows, 
Behold; rhe Lilly-hath o'recome the Roſe. 
Her-Alablaſter neck that did outgoe 


The Domes in whiteneſle, or the zew fatne ſnow) 
_ Was ftain'd with blood, as it the red did ſecke 


Protection there, being baniſht from her cheeke : 
So full of ſweetneſle was her dying face, 
Thar death had not the power t9 diſplace 
Her natiue beautic; onely by tranſlation, 
Moulded, and cloath'd it ina newer faſhion. 

But now Amphralizs (inwhom griefe and ſhame 
Of this valucky vicorie, didclame 
An equall intereft)proſirate on the earth, 
Accurs'd his ſword, his arme, his houre of birth; 
Caſting his Helmet, and his gauntlet by, 
His vidiſſembled teares did teſtific 
What words could not: But finding hereftate 
More apt for helpe, thengriefe, (though both too late 
Crept on his knees, and begging pardon of her, 


'His hands (his often curſed hands) did poffer 


Their needleſſehelpe, and with his life to ſhew 
Whar honour a deuoted heart could doe. 
Whereto Parthenia (whoſeexpiring breath 
Gaue ſpeedy fignes of a deſired death) 
Turning her fixt (butoft recalled eyes) 
Vpon Amphialus, faintly thus replies: 

Sir you haue done enough, and I require 
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What I expect, and if againff your will, 

The better; So I wiſh your fauers ſtill, 

Tet one thing more (if enemies may ſue) 

I craue, which is, To be vntoucht by you, 
And as for Honour, allthat I demand 

Is not to purchaſe honour from your hand, 
No, no; twas no ſuch bargaine made; That he 


Whoſe hands had kill d my Argalus, ſhould helpe me. 


Your hands haue done enough, I crave no more; 
And for the deed ſake, I forgine the Doer, 

What then remaines ?but that T goe to reſt 

With Argalus, and to be repoſſeſt 

Of him. with him for ener to abiat, 

E're ſince whoſe death, 1 haue ſo often ajed. 

And there ſhe fainted/euen as if the Clock 
Ofdeath had gwen a warning, e reit ſtruck) 
But ſoone returning to her ſelfe againe; 
Welcome ſweet death {aid ſhe, whoſe minutes paine, 


Shall crowne ths ſoule with euerlaſting pleaſure, 


Core, come, and welcome; Tattend thy leaſure : 
Delay me not; O doe me not that wrong, 
My Argalus will chide, I ſtay ſo long; 
O now 1 feele the Gordians knotted bands, 
Of life vntied, O heauens ! intoyour hands; 
I recommend my better part with truſt, 
To finde you much more merciful, then inſt 
(Yet truly iuſt withall) 0 life, O death, 
I call you both to witneſſe, that this breath 
Ne're drew adram of comfart,ſince that houre 
Hy Argalus dyed: O thou eternall power, 
Shroud all my faults beneaththe milkewhite weile 
Of thy deare mercy; and whenthis tongue ſhall faile 
Toſpeake, O then : 

And as ſhe ſpake (0.then) © en ſhelefr. 
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To ſpeake; and, being ſuddenly bereft 
Ofwords, the fatall Siſter did diuide 
Her flender twine of life, and (o ſhe dyed. 
Sodyed Parthenia, in whoſe cloſed eyes 
The world of beauty and perteCtion lyes 
Lockt vp by Angels (as athing dinine) 
From mortall eyes, thewhulſt her vertues ſhine 
In perte& glory, inthe throne of glory, 
Leauing the world no Rel;que, but the tory 
_ Ofearths perfetion, for the mouth of Fame 
Toconſfecrate to her eternall name, | 
Which ſhall ſurniue, (if A#ſes can divine) 
(Thovgh not in theſe poore monuments of mine) 
Toth'end of dayes; and, by theſe looſer rimes, 
Shall be deliuer'd ro ſucceeding times, | 
Solong as beauty ſhall but finde a friend, | 
Partheniaes laſting fame ſhall never end. 
Till, robetruly vertuous, to be chaſt, 
Be held a finne, Parthenraes name fhall laſt. 
Thus when Amphialus had put out this Lampe 
This Lampe of honour, he forſooke the Campe; 
And, like a willing pris'ner, was confinde 
_ Totheftrict linuts ofatroubled minde; 
| No Iary need bimpanell'd or agreed 
Vpon the verd:d#; none, to atteſtthe deed; 
None toglue ſentence, 1n the Iudgement hall; 
Himſelfe was witnefſe, Iury,Tudge, and all, 
- Wherenow we leane him, whilfſtwe turne our eyes 
Vpon Partheniaes women, whole fierce cryes 
Inforce a helplefle audience. It is faid, 
— WhenT76 was taken, ſuch acry was made. 
One ſnatcht Partheniaes ſword, reſolu'd to dye 
Partheniaes death; another, rauing by, | 
 Stroue forthe weapon; through whichcager Ariſe, , 
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They both were hindred, and each fau'dalife. 
Others, whom wiſer paſſion had taught how 

To grieue at caſjer rates, did rudely throw 

Their careleſſe bodies on the purple floore ; 

Where, ſprinckling duſt vpon their heads, they tore 
Their tangled haire, and garments,drencht in teares . 
And cryde, as if Partheniaes bleſſed cares : 


Could heare the voice of griete; ſuch griefes as would 


Returneher from her glory, it they could, 

Each heart was turn'da wardrobe of true paſſion, 
Where griefes were cloathed in a ſeuerall faſhion, 
Sometimes their forrow would recall to view 

Her vertue, chaſtneſle, ſweetneſle, and renew . 
Their waſted paſſions; and, oft-times, theybann'd 
Themſelnes, tor obeying her vnuſt command. 

And now by this, the mourntull Trumpe of Fame 
(Growne hoarſe with very ſorrow) did proclaime 
And ſpred her dolefull ridings, whilſt Megs: 
| Andeyes werefill'd with death, and ſliding teares; 
| Pity and Sorrow mixt with CAH&mration, 

Becamethe threefold ſubie&ofall paſſion ; 
Griefe went her progrefſe through all hearts; and none 
From the poore Cottage, tO the princely Throne, 


Could own a thoght,whoſe beſt aduice could borrow 


The ſmalleſt reſpite fromth'extreames of forrow . 
But all this while, B«/ilies princely breſt, 

As it commanded, ſo out-grieu'd the reſt; 

His ſhare was treble : hearts of X:zgs are deepe 

And cloſe; whar once they entertaine,they keepe 

With violence : The violence ofhis paſhon 

Admits no meane, as yet, no moderation; 

But ſoone as griefe had done her priuate rights. 

 Andduesto Heour, Honour (that delights 

} Inpublique ſeruice, andcan make the breath 
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- . * Of fighes and ſobs to triumph over death) 
| Call din ſolermmnrty; with all her traine - 
And military pompe, to entertaine. 
Our welcome Movxrners,whoſe flow paces tread 
28 The paths of death; and. with ſad triumph lead 
K-. The flumbring body, tothat bed of reft, 
Where nothing can diſquier, or moleſt 
 Herſacred aſhes : There, intombed, lay 
The valiant Argalzs, and there, they ſay, - 
\ Ere ſince that time, th' Arcadians,encea yeare, 
Viſit the ruines of their Sepulchre, : 
And, in memoriall of their faithfull loues, 
There, built an Altar; where, two milkwhite Doug 
They yearly offer to the hallowed F ame 
Ot Arealus.,and his Partheniaes name. 
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E.'J+N: 1: Si 
Hos ego verficulos. 
| Tketo the damaske Roſe you ſce, ; _ [ The Authors Dxeame. 
' Or like the wR__ on = tree, | 
; -. Orlike the daimyflowre of Way, Y ſinnesarc like the haires ypon my head 
4 © - Orlike the Mormngro the day, | M raiſe their Audit re as high a ſcore z- 


Orlike the Sunne, or Ike the ſhade, Inthis they differ : theſe doe daily ſhed; 


Orkkethe Gourd which Ionas had, But ah.! my finnes grow daily more and more- 
/_  Evenſuehis man, whoſe thred is ſpunne, | If by my haires rhou gumber out my ſinnos; 
>, Drawneout andcut, and (01s done. ;  Heaucnmake me bald before the day beginnes» 


F ; l Is F< 5 
Th Rb ir, hebafnotat, | 1, 
The Sunne ſers; the ſhadow flies, Which euery<bbe layes opento the eye, 


=> bs In this whey differ. Thefe are couer'd o're 
= The Gourd conſumes, and man he dies With euery eyc-Myſfinnes (till open ye. 


2: _Liketo the blaze of fond delight;  Ifthou wilt, makemy head a ſca of teares 
-”* -. Orlike a morning cleare and bright; O they wll hidethe finnes of all my yeares. 
= . - .Orbkea freſt erlike a ſhowre, . 3 2» 
.Orlikeſpride of ,Babels Towre, My finncs are like the Starres within the Hes 
| . Orlike the houre tharguides therime, In view, in, number cuen as bright as great- 
* © © Ocliketo beawty in her prime; | In this they differ. Theſe doe ſer and riſe- 
*,* Encnſuchis man, whoſegloric lends Bur ah ! my fins doe rife bur neuerſer. 
| - His hfe'a blaze or two and cnds+ Shine Sun of g!orie and my fins are gone 


FIGAL l ike twiklins Frars before the riſing Sun» 
Delights vaniſh; the morne o're caſterh, | Like TWINS PART OETC Es 
-, The froſt breakes the ſhower haſteth 


©" The Tower falls; the houre ſpends I Finis, Fr. Qu. 
+ , The beauty Ee wdmanslifs cn4s- | Fins, Fr Qu: 
» "=, Finis, Fr. Qy: | 
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